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ADMINISTRATIVE  SUMMARY 


Completed  during  October,  1981,  the  historical  and 
standing  structure  study  of  the  flood  control  project  in  Portage, 
Wisconsin  surveyed  structures  and  sites  in  the  First  Ward 
and  below  the  800  foot  contour  level  between  Cook  and  the 
Portage  Canal  on  the  northwest;  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  St. 

Paul,  and  Pacific  Railroad  on  the  north;  and  MacFarland 
Road  on  the  west.  The  level  of  investigation  was  a  phase 
I  or  reconnaissance  survey,  intended  to  identify  those  struc¬ 
tures  and  sites  which  might  be  potentially  eligible  for  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  At  this  stage  of  the 
investigation,  a  fairly  detailed  literature  search  provided 
a  local  and  regional  context  with  which  to  judge  site  signi¬ 
ficance  . 


The  St.  Paul  District  of  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  initiated  the  project  to  determine  the  degree  of 
impact  which  construction  of  flood  control  measures  would 
produce  on  the  survey  area.  The  impact  of  the  flood  con¬ 
trol  project  is  overall  a  favorable  one,  the  protection  of 
structures  within  the  project  area. 

To  fulfill  these  goals,  each  of  the  218  structures 
and  sites  dating  prior  to  1930  was  briefly  studied  by  a 
street  by  street  pedestrian  survey.  Each  residential  struc¬ 
ture  was  later  formally  typed  to  determine  their  variety. 
Industrial  and  commercial  buildings,  the  Portage  Canal, 
the  Surgeon's  Quarters,  the  Fort  Winnebago  site,  and  the 
Indian  Agency  House  also  occurred  within  the  survey  area. 

The  comparison  of  a  series  of  historic  maps  roughly 
dated  each  site  and  structure.  Also,  by  such  a  comparison, 
the  percentage  of  building  destruction  since  1929,  1894,  and 
1873  could  be  estimated.  This  study  revealed  the  historic 
integrity  of  Portage's  landscape.  The  analysis  found  that 
large  sections  of  the  survey  area  bear  little  resemblance 
to  any  period  in  the  past. 

Those  areas  which  did  retain  the  density  and  types 
of  structures  constructed  within  a  20  or  30  year  span  were 
recommended  for  further  study.  Rather  than  pinpointing 
specific  houses,  areas  were  isolated.  Further,  more  inten¬ 
sive  historical  research  and  field  survey  would  be  better 
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able  to  select  the  individual  structures  eligible  for  the 
National  Register.  Not  only  were  these  selected  dwellings 
significant  because  they  typified  Ward  I's  historic  building 
types,  but  because  they  housed  the  industrial  workers  of 
Portage.  The  growth  of  small  industries  in  Portage  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  most  significant  aspects  of  its  history  in 
the  second  half  of  the  19th  and  early  20th  century.  In 
addition,  it  was  recommended  that  the  Portage  Canal,  Fort 
Winnebago  site,  the  Surgeon's  Quarters,  the  Indian  Agency 
House,  the  Merrell  house,  and  the  Plank  Road  tollgate  house, 
most  of  which  are  now  on  the  National  Register,  form  one 
thematic  district.  This  district  would  portray  the  tremen¬ 
dous  difficulties  encountered  by  Wisconsin  and  other 
Midwestern  states  in  developing  their  internal  transportation 
network . 


Because  the  overall  flood  control  project  would 
affect  sites  favorably,  i.e.,  protect  them  from  flood  damage; 
it  was  concluded  that  any  of  the  three  project  alternatives: 
the  rebuilding  of  a  levee,  the  construction  of  ring  levees, 
or  waterproofing  individual  structures;  which  ever  gave  more 
protection;  should  be  selected.  Each  alternative  could 
require  some  site  mitigation.  And,  in  fact,  mitigation  pro¬ 
jects  recommended  in  the  report  might,  in  the  end,  enhance 
the  site  involved. 
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The  contractor  undertook  the  historical  and 
standing  structure  study  of  Ward  I,  Portage,  Wisconsin 
during  October,  1981  for  the  St.  Paul  District  of  the 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers.  This  project  specified  a  litera¬ 
ture  and  records  search  and  review  and  a  phase  I  or  recon¬ 
naissance  historical  resource  survey.  Located  in  the  City 
of  Portage  in  Columbia  County,  Wisconsin  (see  maps  1  and 
2) ,  the  limits  of  the  survey  area  approximately  coincide 
with  those  of  the  first  ward  of  the  city.  On  the  south, 
the  boundary  runs  west  along  the  Wisconsin  River  from 
the  east  boundary  of  the  city  to  approximately  MacFarlane 
Street  and  then  turns  northwest  along  West  Edgewater  to  Lock 
Street.  Going  one  block  up  Lock,  it  then  travels  less  than 
a  block  toward  West  Wisconsin  and  then  joins  West  Edgewater 
and  continues  northwest  between  Edgewater  and  Cook  until  it 
joins  the  canal.  Then  the  boundary  follows  the  Agency  Road 
along  the  canal  to  the  Fox  River.  Coinciding  with  the  Fox 
River  in  a  southerly  and  easterly  direction  to  the  boundary 
line  of  the  city,  it  then  joins  that  line  south  to  the  Wisconsin 
River.  Upon  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  map,  the 
survey  area  appears  on  the  Portage  Quadrangle  (1962)  in  the 
15  minute  series. 

The  House  Committee  on  Public  Works  authorized  a 
feasibility  study,  the  Wisconsin  River  Flood  Control  Project 
of  Portage,  on  June  1,  1972.  This  historical  investigation 
of  Ward  I  contributes  to  this  project.  Located  in  the 
Wisconsin  River  flood  plain,  the  whole  flood  control  project 
area  runs  south  from  the  north  Columbia  County  line  to  the 
1-90/94  bridge  south  of  Portage.  Ward  I  of  Portage  lies  in 
a  flood-prone  area  between  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  Rivers. 

Flood  waters  from  the  Wisconsin  inudate  the  survey  area  while 
crossing-over  to  the  Fox.  The  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  has 
selected  several  alternatives  for  control  of  this  flooding 
within  the  City  of  Portage:  ( 1 ) reconstruction  and  extension 
of  the  3*s  mile  Portage  Levee,  (2)  a  non-structural  plan  to 
protect  structures  in  the  survey  area,  ( 3 ) construction  of 
ring  levees  around  Ward  I,  and  (4)a  no-action  plan.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  study  is  to  determine  if  there  are  any  histori¬ 
cal  structures  or  sites  in  the  area  which  merit  protection 
from  these  alternatives  or  will  be  affected  by  their  fulfill¬ 
ment. 


I 


I 


I 


» 


> 


» 


» 


» 


2 


Before  any  construction  may  be  undertaken,  the 
corps  must  comply  with  the  directives  of  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969  (P.L.  91-190);  Executive 
Order  11593  for  the  Protection  and  Enhancement  of  the  Cultural 
Environment  (Federal  Register,  May  13,  1971);  the  Archaeological 
Conservation  Act  of  1974  (P.L.  93-291);  the  Advisory  Council 
on  Historic  Preservation's  "Procedures  for  the  Protection  of 
Historic  and  Cultural  Properties  (36  C.F.R.  Part  800);  the 
Department  of  Interior's  guidelines  concerning  cultural 
resources  (36  C.F.R.  Part  61);  and  the  Corps  of  Engineers' 
"Identification  and  Evaluation  of  Cultural  Resources" 

(draft  ER  1105-2-50  and  draft  EP  1105-2-55). 

For  the  project  at  Portage,  these  laws  require  the 
Corps  to  locate,  inventory,  and  nominate  sites  within  the 
project  area  which  are  eligible  for  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Thus,  no 
eligible  sites  will  be  inadvertantly  altered  or  destroyed 
during  construction.  Further,  the  Corps  must  formulate  its 
plans  so  that  its  policies  and  programs  contribute  to  the 
preservation  and  maintaince  of  federally  and  non- federally 
owned  sites,  structures,  and  objects  of  historical,  architec¬ 
tural,  and  archaeological  significance.  To  allow  the  Corps 
to  fulfill  these  requirements,  this  report  provides  an  his¬ 
torical  context  by  which  to  judge  site  significance,  identi¬ 
fies  structures  potentially  eligible  for  the  National  Register, 
and  offers  recommendations  for  further  study  for  the  actual 
determination  of  eligibility. 

This  study  was  a  preliminary  investigation  to 
locate  structures  and  sites  meriting  more  intensive  evaluation 
in  a  second  phase  of  research.  The  initial  phase  included 
a  literature  and  records  search  of  secondary  histories  and 
primary  sources  including  letters,  records  of  oral  interviews, 
maps,  business  directories,  the  census  records,  photographs, 
and  19th  and  20th  century  newspaper  articles.  This  search 
acquainted  the  contractor  with  the  history  of  the  area,  the 
historical  context  of  the  structures  and  sites  and  thus 
established  a  basis  for  site  significance.  The  study  also 
included  a  review  and  evaluation  of  the  accuracy  of  the  his¬ 
torical  materials  and  of  the  quality  of  previous  studies  of 
the  survey  area. 

The  first  phase  incorporated  a  phase  I  or  recon¬ 
naissance  level  field  survey.  Its  purpose  was  to  identify 
any  potential  sites,  structures,  or  districts  eligible  for 
nomination  to  the  National  Register.  Any  records  related 
to  the  survey  are  deposited  with  Historic  Preservation  of 


the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin.  At  this  stage, 
judgment  of  significance  is  based  upon  visual  examination  of 
the  structures,  specific  historical  documentation  of  the 
sites  and  structures,  and  knowledge  of  the  historical  con¬ 
text.  Recommendations  for  additional  survey  for  determinations 
of  eligibility  to  the  National  Register  are  based  upon  this 
research. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  SETTING 

Portage  is  located  in  an  inner  lowland,  belted  plain. 
Such  a  topographical  feature  is  a  product  of  pre-glacial  and 
post-glacial  erosion.  Pre-Cambrian,  crystalline  rock  under¬ 
lies  Portage,  outcropping  only  west  of  the  Wisconsin  River. 

Long  term  erosion  has  reduced  the  Pre-Cambrian  surface  to 
fairly  level  plain.  Laid  down  by  late  Cambrian  seas,  the 
Cambrian  rock  includes  mainly  sandstones  with  some  siltst  .■ , 
shale,  and  dolomite.  Usually  undifferentiated,  the  form?  3ns 
from  oldest  to  youngest  include  the  Mount  Simon,  Eau  Clai  . 
Galesville,  Franconia,  and  Trempleau.  An  assymetrical  up.  •'  ^ 

of  alternate  layers  of  weak  and  resistant  rock,  which  dips 
slightly  in  one  direction,  was  eroded  down  by  the  action  of 
streams  to  form  the  sandstone  plain.  The  weak  rock  between 
a  ridge  of  resistant  rock,  a  monoclinal  ridge  or  cuestas,  and 
partially  eroded  backlands  or  oldlands  creates  the  inner  low¬ 
land  plain.  The  cuestas  lie  to  the  south  of  Portage,  at  the 
south  edge  of  the  central  plain.  This  flat,  gently  rolling 
central  plain  has  a  maximum  dimension  of  55  miles  north-south 
and  165  miles  east-west. 

Surficial  deposits  around  Portage  rest  on  top  of 
the  Cambrian  limestone.  During  the  Woodfordian  stage  of  the 

^Contact  Historic  Preservation,  State  Historical 
Society  of  Wisconsin,  816  State  Street,  Madison,  Wisconsin 
53706  (608-262-2732). 

^Lawrence  Martin,  The  Physical  Geography  of  Wisconsin 
(Madison:  University  of  Wisconsin  Press,  1965),  pp.  39,  320, 
323;  Rachel  K.  Pauli  and  Richard  A.  Pauli,  Geology  of  Wisconsin 
and  Upper  Michigan  (Dubuque,  la.:  Kendall/Hunt  Publishing 
Company,  1977),  pp.  97-99;  C.A.  Harr,  L.C.  Trotta,  and  R.G. 
Borman,  Ground  Water  Resources  and  Geology  of  Columbia  County , 
Wisconsin,  XII  (Madison:  University  of  Wisconsin  Extension , 
Geological  and  Natural  History  Series,  Informational  Circular, 
1978),  pp.  1,2,5;  Samuel  Weidman,  The  Baraboo  Iron  Bearing 
District  of  Wisconsin ,  XIII  (Madison:  Wisconsin  Geological 
and  Natural  History  Survey,  1904,  pp.  93-94. 
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Wisconsin  glacier,  datiny  from  22,000  to  12,000  B.C.,  the 
Green  Bay  lobe  advanced  over  the  area.  Covered  by  trans¬ 
itory  fresh  water  lakes,  Portage's  soils  are  derived  from 
lake  basin  deposits.-* 

The  Woodfordian  ice  sheets  altered  the  drainage 
of  the  Portage  area  considerably.  The  terminal  moraines  of 
the  Woodfordian  Stage  diverted  the  Wisconsin  River  from  its 
original,  more  westerly  north-south  path  through  the  Baraboo 
Range  at  the  Devil's  Water  Gap  east  to  the  west  side  of 
Portage.  The  river  returns  to  its  former  valley  south  of  the 
Baraboo  Range.  The  creation  of  a  bend  and  consequent  length¬ 
ening  of  the  middle  course  of  the  Wisconsin  flattened  the 
stream  grade  and  is  in  part  responsible  for  the  aimless  drain¬ 
age  pattern  along  the  Wisconsin  between  Wisconsin  Rapids  and 
Prairie  du  Sac.  As  a  result,  large  areas  of  the  river’s 
hinterland  around  Portage  are  undrained  and  swampy.  Also, 
although  the  underlying  sandstone  is  porous,  the  overlying 
glacial  deposits  are  not  very  permeable.  Thus,  the  narrow 
strip  of  land  between  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  is  a  flat,  swampy 
plain. 2 

Acting  as  a  divide,  Ward  I  of  the  City  of  Portage 
lies  between  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  Rivers,  only  1.5  miles 
apart.  The  Fox  flows  north  into  Green  Bay  and  the  St. 

Lawrence,  while  the  Wisconsin  empties  into  the  Mississippi. 
Since  the  Fox  lies  at  least  3  feet  lower  than  the  Wisconsin 
at  normal  levels  during  high  water,  the  Wisconsin  crosses 
over  to  the  Fox,  flooding  the  intervening  territory.  Ward  I.3 

The  soils  which  formed  on  the  lake  bottom  deposits 
of  Ward  1  belong  to  the  Granby-Al luvial  Land,  Loamy  Wet- 
Morocco  Soil  Association.  A  soil  association  may  be  defined 
as  "...a  landscape  that  has  a  distinctive,  proportional  pattern 
of  soils. "4  The  same  soil  may  occur  in  different  associations, 

^Harr,  1978:  5;  John  C.  Frye,  H.B.  Willman,  and 
Robert  F.  Black,  "Outline  of  Glacial  Geology  of  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin"  in  the  Quaternary  ojf  the  United  States ,  ed.  by 
Herbert  E.  Wright  and  David  G.  Frye  (Princeton:  Princeton 
University  Press,  1965),  pp.  43,  47,  57;  Pauli,  1977:  100- 
101;  Martin,  1965:  124. 

2  Ma  r  t i n ,  1965  :  125,  353,  363;  Pauli,  1977:  101-103. 

3Paull,  1977:  101-103. 

^Michael  J.  Mitchell,  Soil  Survey  of  Columbia  County , 
Wisconsin  (Madison:  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Soil 
Conservation  Service  and  Research  Division  of  the  College  of 
Agriculture  and  Life  Sciences,  University  of  Wisconsin,  1978), 
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but  the  association  or  patterns  of  soils  distinguish  one 
soil  association  from  another.  The  soils  of  the  Granby- 
Alluvial  Land,  Loamy  Wet-Morocco  Association  are  com¬ 
posed  of  somewhat  poorly  drained  to  very  poorly  drained 
sandy  soils  with  a  sandy  subsoil  underlain  by  sandy  sediment. 
Such  soils  are  generally  found  on  nearly  level  or  very 
gently  sloping  floodplains.  At  Portage,  although  variations 
in  local  topography  can  be  considerable,  the  overall  relief 
is  rarely  over  100  feet  and  is  usually  4  or  5  feet  per  mile 
from  north  to  south.  The  composition  of  the  association 
includes  20%  Granby  soils;  17%  Alluvial  Land,  Loamy  Wet; 

15%  Morocco  Soils;  and  48%  miscellaneous  soils.  The  most 
predominant  soil  series,  the  Granby,  has  the  following 
profile;  The  surface  layer  is  a  black,  loamy  soil  with  a 
high  organic  content  about  11  inches  deep.  The  upper  5 
inches  of  subsoil  consists  of  a  dark-gray  loamy  sand  while 
the  lower  9  inches  is  a  grayish-brown  sand.  The  substratum 
is  a  light  brownish-gray  neutral  sand.l 


Early  inhabitants  of  the  portage  describe  the  plant 
community  as  being  prairie  with  large  clumps  of  oak.  Low 
growing  grasses  at  least  one-half  of  which  are  true  grasses 
cover  the  prairies.  In  moist  soils,  sedges  rather  than 
grasses  dominate  the  prairies.  In  the  first  half  of  the 
19th  century,  visitors  described  the  portage  between  the 
Wisconsin  and  the  Fox  as  a  wet  meadow  or  swamp,  often  "... 
wet,  miry,  and  almost  impassable ." 2  Jonathan  Carver  reputedly 
observed  that  the  carrying  place  or  portage  was  a  "...morass 
overgrown  with  a  kind  of  long  grass;  the  rest  of  it  a  plain 
with  some  few  oak  and  pine  trees  growing  thereon. ..." ^  Such 
descriptions  also  apply  to  the  present  community  in  less 
densely  populated  areas  of  the  ward. 


1 Martin ,  1965:  39;  Mitchell,  1978:  2-3,  8-9,  11,  37; 
Geological  and  Natural  History  Survey,  Soils  of  Wisconsin 
(Madison:  University  Extension,  University  of  Wisconsin,  1968). 

^Mrs.  John  H.  Kinzie,  Wau  Bun  or  the  ' Early  Day 1  in 
the  Northwest  (Chicago:  The  Lakeside  Press,  1932  (1856) ),p.  93. 

3 Jonathan  Carver  quoted  in  James  E.  Jones,  A  History 
of  Columbia  County ,  Wisconsin  (Chicago:  The  Lewis  Publishing 
Company,  1914),  p.  39;  see  also  Charles  Whittlesey,  "Recollections 
of  a  Tour  Through  Wisconsin  in  1832"  in  Collections  of  the 
State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin ,  I  (1854,  reprinted  1903) , 
p.  64-85;  Mrs.  John  Kinzie,  1932  (1856):  93;  John  T.  Curtis, 

The  Vegetation  of  Wisconsin  (Madison:  University  of  Wisconsin 
Press,  1959),  pp.  10,  262-64. 
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STUDY  METHODS 


Literature  and  Records  Search  and  Review 

The  written  and  pictorial  documentation  of  Portage 
is  substantial.  To  date,  the  majority  of  histories  and 
more  recent  research  reports  have  stressed  the  years  up  to 
the  1850's.  Much  of  the  early  historical  context  included  in 
the  next  section,  the  historical  context,  was  drawn  from 
these  secondary  sources  with  some  confirmation  from  pri¬ 
mary  materials.  A  majority  of  the  original  research  con¬ 
centrated  on  the  poorly  known  years  after  1860. 

The  repositories  of  the  State  Historical  Society 
of  Wisconsin  contained  most  of  the  historical  materials 
utilized  in  this  project.  The  Archives  and  Manuscripts  Division 
housed  a  large  collection  of  maps  portraying  Ward  I.  The  ear¬ 
lier  maps  usually  portrayed  Fort  Winnebago  in  the  1830's  to 
the  1850 's  and  the  clrignon  Claim  which  largely  coincides 
with  Ward  I.  The  early  plats  offered  little  detail  except 
for  the  area  of  the  fort.  The. first  map  to  show  the  City  of 
Portage  was  published  in  1868.  Because  many  bird's  eye 
views  prove  to  be  quite  inaccurate,  the  map  was  not  used 
extensively  in  the  study.  The  Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing 
Company,  Ltd.  maps  of  1885,  1889,  1894,  1901,  1910,  1918, 
and  1929  and,  to  a  lesser  degree,  plat  maps  of  Portage  for 
1873  and  1890  provided  the  most  detailed  and  accurate  repre¬ 
sentations.  2  Giving  information  on  the  date  and  often  the 
function  of  the  structures,  these  maps  proved  to  be  essen¬ 
tial  in  the  delineation  of  significant  areas. 

About  one  half  of  the  small  collection  of  manu¬ 
scripts  relevant  to  the  history  of  Portage  were  reminiscences 
of  prominent  citizens  of  Portage:  C.J.  Pettibone,  G.W.  Jones, 

Sarah  G.  Smith,  Henry  Munn,  and  Conrad  Collipp.  The  manu- 
scripts  contained  large  sections  unrelated  to  Ward  I  or  to 

lsee  the  bibliography  of  maps  for  a  chronological 
listing  of  maps;  A.  Rugen,  Bird's  Eye  View  of  the  City  of 
Portage  (Chicago:  Chicago  Lithography  Company,  1868). 

2sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company,  Ltd.  Diagrammatic 
and  Detailed  City  Maps  (New  York  and  Chicago:  Sanborn  Map  and 
Publishing  Company,  Ltd. ,  1885,  1889,  1894,  1901,  1910,  1918,  1929); 
Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  o f  Columbia  County ,  Wisconsin  (Madison: 
Harrison  and  Warner,  1873),  pp.  42-43;  C.M.  Foote  &  Company, 

Plat  Book  of  Columbia  County ,  Wisconsin  (Minneapolis:  C.M. 

Foote  &  Company,  1890),  pp.  26-27. 


the  City  of  Portage.!  Manuscripts  more  relevant  to  the  pro¬ 
ject  included  a  biographical  history  of  early  19th  century 
Portage  by  John  T.  De  La  Ronde;  the  reminiscences  of  Louis 
F.  Schultz  who  worked  on  the  canal  in  the  1870's  to  the  early 
1900's;  a  transcript  of  a  radio  address  on  the  Indian  Agency 
House  by  Louise  Phelps  Kellogg;  a  letter  from  John  H.  Kinzie 
describing  the  construction  of  the  Indian  Agency  House;  and 
the  papers  of  the  Fort  Winnebago  and  Duck  Creek  Plank  Road 
Company  from  1851  to  1874.2 

The  Visual  and  Sound  Archives  at  the  State 
Historical  Society  contains  a  large  collection  of  photographs 
taken  within  the  first  ward  of  Portage.  These  photographs 
were  dispersed  among  three  different  storage  areas:  Early 
Views,  Archival  Lots,  and  the  Classified  File.  The  first 
file  included  numerous  views  of  the  Indian  Agency  House,  the 
Canal,  Cook  Street,  and  individual  houses  mainly  located 
outside  the  survey  area.  Most  of  these  photographs  dated  to 
the  early  1900' s.  The  Archival  Lots  contained  only  one  rele¬ 
vant  view  showing  the  Portage  Cooperative  Creamery  in  1945- 
1946  (lot  966).  Photographs  in  the  Classified  File,  cate¬ 
gorized  by  many  subject  headings,  were  too  dispersed  for 
thorough  examination.  Those  files  entitled  Southern  Wisconsin- 

lc.F.  Pettibone,  "Lists  and  Prices  of  Lots  and  Maps 
of  the  City  of  Portage,  Wisconsin  Showing  Property  of  Chauncey 
F.  Pettibone  and  Dating  As  Early  As  1850”;  G.W.  Jones, 
Autobiography  of  G.W.  Jones , "President  of  the  G.W.  Jones 
Lumber  Company,  Portage,  Wisconsin,"  1855;  Sarah  Smith, 

"Early  Wisconsin"  by  Sarah  Smith,  A  reminiscence  discussing 
family  history  and  pioneer  Wisconsin  in  the  Portage  vicinity, 
typescript;  Henry  Munn,  letter  1854-1873  from  Henry  B.  Munn, 
Portage,  Wisconsin,  lawyer,  mayor,  and  school  superintendent; 
Conrad  Collipp,  two  diaries,  1865  and  1868,  kept  by  Conrad 
Collipp,  Portage,  Wisconsin  in  which  are  recorded  figures 
concerning  wages  of  employees  and  the  sale  of  bricks  produced 
at  a  brickyard  operated  by  Collipp. 

*John  T.  De  La  Ronde,  "Notes  on  Laurent  Barth  and 
Other  Early  Settlers  at  Portage";  Louis  F.  Schultz,  "Statement 
of  His  Life  and  Work  in  Portage,  Wisconsin,"  Oct.  29,  1941; 
Louise  Phelps  Kellogg,  "The  Agency  House,  "  Radio  address 
given  Mar.  13,  1931;  John  H.  Kinzie,  Letter,  Oct.  1,  1832 
from  John  H.  Kinzie  to  George  B.  Porter  describing  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Indian  Agency  House  at  Fort  Winnebago;  Fort 
Winnebago  and  Duck  Creek  Plank  Road  Company,  Portage,  Wisconsin, 
Papers  1851-1874  of  Fort  Winnebago  and  Duck  Creek  Plank  Road 
Company,  Portage,  Wisconsin. 
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18015,  Towns-Wisconsin-252 ,  and  Streets  (Main  Street) -255 
offered  no  photographs  of  Ward  I.  In  this  project,  the 
photographs  were  used  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  change  in 
the  city  through  the  20th  century. 


The  Historical  Society  Library's  listings,  mainly 
entered  under  Portage  and  Columbia  County,  held  a  large  col¬ 
lection  of  secondary  and  some  primary  materials.  Under  the 
first  category  were  1974  and  1938  histories,  a  1919  bachelor's 
thesis,  and  numerous  works  dealing  with  the  fur  trade  pub¬ 
lished  between  1900  and  1940.1  The  Wisconsin  Magazine  of 
History  and  more  recent  news  articles  printed  in  the  Portage 
State  Register  also  contained  short  historical  sketches. 

Except  for  the  1838  history,  these  sources  relied  upon  the 
earlier  1880  and  1914  works^  and  primary  materials  printed 
in  the  society's  historical  collections.  The  more  recent  his¬ 
tories  followed  the  older  sources  fairly  faithfully.  Frederick 
J.  Turner  and  his  father,  Andrew  J. ,  both  resided  in  and  wrote 
about  Portage's  history.  They  printed  many  of  their  articles 
in  A . J .  Turner's  newspaper,  the  Portage  State  Register,  in 
the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries .  These  articles  appear 
to  come  from  their  memories  or  from  primary  materials.  Although 
some  renown  historians  are  more  capable  of  broad  generalizations 
than  primary,  historical  research,  it  appears  that  these  artic¬ 
les  are  historically  accurate. 


The  1914  and  1880  histories  of  Columbia  County, 3 
as  other  turn  of  the  century  works,  tend  to  be  biased  toward 
the  more  exciting  events  of  local  history  and  biographies. 
Although  information  concerning  the  recent  past  of  each  work 
is  generally  trustworthy,  the  histories  removed  by  20  years 
or  more,  a  generation,  often  reflect  all  the  inaccuracies 
which  develop  in  oral  communications.  However,  they  do  often 
reprint  their  sources  in  full,  allowing  the  researcher  to  make 
some  assessment  of  individual  pieces  of  data. 


llna  Curtis,  Early  Days  at  the  Fox-Wi scons in  Portage 
(Pardeeville ,  WI . :  Times  Publishing  Company,  1974;  Federal 
Writer's  Project  of  Wisconsin,  American  Guide  Series ,  Portage 
(Portage:  Federal  Writer's  Project  of  Wisconsin,  1938);  Inez 
Chapman  Merrill,  "The  History  of  Portage  as  to  Explorations, 
Indian  Relations,  and  Transportation"  (Madison:  B.A.  thesis 
for  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  1919). 

2c. W.  Butterfield,  The  History  of  Columbia  County , 
Wisconsin  (Chicago:  Western  Historical  Company,  1880);  Jones, 
1914. 

^Butterf ield ,  1880;  Jones  1914. 
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The  federal  census,  the  Collections  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin ,  and  three  busTness  direc¬ 
tories  composed  the  primary  materials  in  the  library's  col¬ 
lections.  The  1820  to  1900  population  and  manufacturing 
schedules  are  avialable  in  their  original  form  in  the  lib¬ 
rary.  The  1880  population  and  manufacturing  schedules  and 
the  1900  population  schedules  are  on  microfilm  in  the  micro¬ 
film  room.  The  1890  census  and  the  1900  manufacturing  sche¬ 
dules  were  destroyed. 1  The  census  taker  separated  the  popu¬ 
lations  statistics  for  Ward  I  for  the  years  between  1860  and 
1900.  Prior  to  that  date,  Ward  I  did  not  exist,  and  the  area 
could  not  be  isolated.  For  these  earlier  years,  any  popu¬ 
lation  statisitics  included  in  the  historical  context  reflect 
the  whole  settlement  of  Portage.  Like  all  19th  century  cen¬ 
sus  materials,  the  Portage  census  undoubtedly  includes  inac¬ 
curacies  in  transmission  of  data.  Also,  each  schedule  is  never 
exactly  comparable  to  the  next.  Although  quantitative  state¬ 
ments  appear  precise,  any  conclusions  reached  using  census 
data  always  remain  approximate. 

Lyman  Draper,  president  of  the  society  from  1853  to 
1886,  collected  many  original  interviews  from  people  associ¬ 
ated^  ^itii_Porta2e__during  his  years  of  service.  These  interviews 

lunited  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  "Fourth  Census 
of  Columbia  County,  The  Population  Schedules"  (Manuscript  at  the 
State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  1820) ;  United 
States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  "Fifth  Census  of  Columbia  County, 
the  Population  Schedules"  (Manuscript  at  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  1830);  United  States  Bureau  of 
the  Census , "Sixth  Census  of  Columbia  County,  the  Population 
Schedule"  (Manuscript  at  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin,  Madison,  1840);  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
"Seventh  Census  of  Columbia  County,  Population  and  Manufacturing 
Schedules"  (Manuscript  at  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin,  Madison,  1850);  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
"Eighth  Census  of  Columbia  County,  Population  and  Manufacturing 
Schedules"  (Manuscript  at  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin,  Madison,  1860);  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
"Nineth  Census  of  Columbia  County,  Population  and  Manufacturing 
Schedules" (Manuscript  at  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin,  Madison,  1870);  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
"Tenth  Census  of  Columbia  County,  Population  and  Manufacturing 
Schedules"  (Manuscript  on  microfilm  at  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  1880);  United  States  Bureau  of 
the  Census,  "Twelfth  Census  of  Columbia  County,  Population 
Schedule"  (Manuscript  on  microfilm  at  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  1900). 


were  printed  in  the  society's  collections  and  then  reprinted 
in  the  early  1900' s.  He  contacted  such  individuals  as  John 
De  La  Ronde,  Augustin  Grignon,  and  Satterlee  Clark. 1  Such 
sources  are  first  hand  recollections  translated  into  writing 
only  once  by  Lyman  Draper.  Although  inaccuracies  caused  by 
lapses  of  memory  probably  abound,  yet  local  histories  are 
rarely  dignified  by  such  early,  first  hand  recollections. 

The  reader  gains  an  insight  into  what  became  important  to 
these  early  residents,  the  populating  and  growth  of  Portage. 
Draper  also  reprinted  diaries  and  letters  in  the  collections. 
Thus,  many  of  the  materials  appearing  in  this  source  may  be 
considered  primary  data. 

The  society's  library  holds  a  large  collection  of 
business  directories,  three  of  which  relate  to  Portage.  They 
date  to  1885,  1890,  and  1917-18.2  Although  usually  incomplete 
since  they  often  depended  upon  subscriptions  for  their  listings, 
they  do  give  some  notion  of  the  sort  of  businesses  operating 
in  those  years.  However,  the  researcher  must  remain  aware 
of  the  biases  occurring  from  possible  exclusion  of  smaller 
establishments. 

The  Microfilm  Room  of  the  State  Historical  Society 
contains  the  1880  and  1890  censes  as  well  as  a  large  collection 
of  19th  and  20th  century  newspapers.  Because  of  the  large 
amount  of  time  required  to  systematically  comb  the  newspapers 
printed  at  Portage,  only  a  few  selected  articles  referenced 
in  bibliographies  or  by  the  card  catelogue  of  the  society 
received  attention.  Those  written  in  the  late  19th  and 
early  20th  century  must  be  treated  as  oral  interviews,  recog¬ 
nizing  the  existence  of  inaccurate  data.  Further  removed  in 
time,  those  historical  sketches  written  in  the  last  thirty 
years  are  considerably  less  trustworthy . 

Ijohn  De  La  Ronde,  "De  La  Ronde ' s  Narrative"  in 
Collections  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin , 

VII  (1876,  reprinted  in  1908),  pp.  345-65;  Augustin  Grignon, 
"Augustin  Grignon' s  Recollections"  in  Collections  of  the 
State  Historical  Soc iety  of  Wi sconsin ,  III  (1857,  reprinted 
in  1904),  pp.  197-295;  Satterlee  Clark,  "Early  Times  at 
Fort  Winnebago:  Interview  with  Saterlee  Clark"in  Collections 
of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin ,  VIII  (1876, 
reprinted  in  1908) ,  pp.  309-21. 

2Rockwood  &  Goodell,  Town  and  Country  Business 
Directory  Compiled  From  the  State  Census  of  1885  (Portage: 
Rockwood  &  Goodell,  1885);  Wright,  Wright 1 s  Portage  Directory 
(n.  pi.:  n.  pub.,  1890);  John  T.  Farrell,  Farrell _ s  Portage 
Pi  rectory  (Milwaukee:  W.S.  Farrell,  1917-18). 


The  Historic  Preservation  Division  maintains  the 
state  inventory  and  the  National  Register  listings  as  well 
as  survey  reports  completed  to  satisfy  federal  historic 
preservation  regulations.  The  section  entitled  Investigation 
Results  will  discuss  the  few  entries  in  the  state  inventory. 

Philip  Salkin,  George  Bartnick,  and  Jay  Brandon  wrote  three 
survey  and  archaeological  site  reports  which  are  curated  by 
the  division.  In  addition,  a  planning  study  by  Frank  and 
Stein  Associates  was  found  at  the  lawyer's  office  of  Mr. 

David  Bennett  in  Portage. 1 

The  1979  survey  completed  by  Philip  Salkin  in  1980 
included  a  literature  and  records  search  of  cultural  resources 
of  Portage  with  a  brief  architectural  and  historic  site  inves¬ 
tigation.  The  planning  of  flood  control  measures  along  the 
Wisconsin  by  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  necessitated  the 
study.  The  report  purports  to  cover  prehistorical ,  ethnohis- 
torical,  and  historical  sources  relevant  to  the  history  of 
the  townships  of  Lewiston,  Fort  Winnebago,  Caledonia,  Pacific,  and 
DeKerra,  and  the  City  of  Portage.  For  this  contract,  the 
Corps  requested  Salkin  to  identify  cultural  resources  through 
a  literature  search  without  a  cultural  resource  survey.  Also, 
he  sought  to  place  the  study  in  a  geographical  or  a  regional 
historical  context  and  find  areas  of  high  site  potential. 2 

Although  Salkin  lists  the  major  repositories  for 
Portage's  historical  data;  for  example,  the  library  and  archives 
of  the  State  Historical  Society,  the  Division  of  Historic 
Preservation's  site  listings,  and  the  Portage  Free  Library; 
he  neglected  important  primary  materials  in  them.  Through 

iGeorge  Bartnick,  "A  Study  of  Alternative  Water 
Treatment  Facilities  for  the  City  of  Portage,  Wisconsin" 
(Unpublished  report  for  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency, 
Chicago,  1979);  Philip  Salkin,  "A  Literature  and  Records  Search 
on  the  Cultural  Resources  of  Portage,  Wisconsin  Area"  (Unpub¬ 
lished  report  for  the  St.  Paul  District,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  contract  no.  DAC37-99-C-020 3 ,  Feb.,  1980);  Jay 
Brandon,  "Preliminary  Test  Excavations  at  Fort  Winnebago" 
(Unpublished  report  for  the  Museum,  State  Historical  Society 
of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  1967);  Frank  and  Stein  Associates,  Inc., 
"Historic  Portage:  A  Study  of  the  Feasibility  and  Implementation 
of  Developing  the  Historic  and  Related  Resources  of  the  Portage 
Area  as  a  Part  of  the  South  Central  Wisconsin  Region  for  the 
Governor's  Portage  Canal  Implementation  Committee,  State  of 
Wisconsin"  (Lansing,  Michigan:  Unpublished  report,  1968). 

2salkin,  1980:  1-2,  15 
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the  use  of  the  census,  maps,  business  directories,  photo¬ 
graphs,  and  a  few  of  the  documents  in  the  archives,  he  would 
have  gained  greater  insight  into  late  19th  century  history 
and  a  more  balanced  knowledge  of  early  Portage.  Although 
Salkin  compiled  a  lengthy  bibliography,  he  fails  to  critc 
his  sources.  The  author  seems  to  view  them  with  equal  credi¬ 
bility.  1 

Despite  his  desire  to  place  the  history  of  Portage 
in  a  broader  context, 2  Salkin' s  report  is  only  a  recitation 
of  facts  in  chronological  order.  Only  through  the  knowledge 
of  broader  historical  themes  can  the  researcher  understand 
the  importance  of  each  fact.  And,  often,  Salkin  fails  to  tie 
these  facts  together.  For  example,  when  dealing  with  Portage's 
history  of  the  1850 's  and  1860 's,  after  references  to  the 
lumber  industry,  his  discussion  merely  becomes  a  listing  of 
events  concerning  the  early  newpapers,  brickyards,  schools, 
and  the  post  office. 3  Additionally,  his  historical  narra¬ 
tive  does  not  acknowledge  any  important  historical  develop¬ 
ments  beyond  the  1860 's. 

The  survey  data  determine  that  the  historic  resources 
indicate  the  importance  of  the  area  in  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  Wisconsin  from  the  days  of  the  French  explorers 
into  the  period  of  the  early  development  of  the  state. 4 

Indeed,  according  to  his  narrative,  Portage  took  on  an  air 
of  permanency  by  the  late  1790 's.^  A  study  of  the  census 
offers  a  different  conclusion.  If  he  had  extended  his  study 
to  a  later  period,  Salkin  might  have  found  a  very  transient 
society  until  the  last  quarter  of  the  19th  century.  He  does 
not  offer  a  reason  for  the  sudden  termination  of  his  history 
in  the  1860 's.  Evidently,  once  he  failed  to  find  written  secon¬ 
dary  sources  dealing  with  the  late  19th  century,  he  must  have 
concluded  that  this  period  lacked  significance.  Thus,  Salkin 
does  not  understand  the  goals  of  historiography.  Without  the 
interrelationship  of  facts  to  each  other  and  to  a  boarder  con¬ 
text,  there  is  no  historical  interpretation.  Without  such 
an  interpretation,  the  researcher  can  not  judge  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  his  facts. 

The  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  did  not  require  a  site 
survey  under  Salkin' s  contract.  Yet,  he  did  attempt  a  brief 
pedestrian  survey. 6  He  does  not  clarify  his  method  of  survey. 

ISalkin,  1980:  15-18  ^Salkin,  1980:  preface 

2salkin,  1980:  11  Galkin,  1980:  218 

3salkin,  1980:  245  ff.  6Salkin,  1980:  18-19 


As  a  result  of  his  studies,  Salkin  includes  a  listing  of 
sites  from  his  own  survey  and  the  Wisconsin  State  Inventory 
in  the  narrative  and  Appendix  1.1  He  lists  only  their 
addresses  and  occassionally  a  few  haphazard  descriptions. 
Exactly  why  he  singled  out  these  sites  for  discussion  remains 
unclear.  Salkin  also  fails  to  locate  the  sites  on  a  base 
map.  Without  the  knowledge  of  his  survey  method,  a  site  or 
building  description,  or  a  preliminary  discussion  of  their 
importance;  such  a  laundary  list  of  sites  lends  little 
insight  into  the  history  of  Portage. 

Salkin  finds  that 


The  number  of  historic  structures  in  the  Portage  area 
is  impressive,  especially  in  relationship  to  the 
modest  size  of  the  city.  Perhaps  the  slow  and  steady 
growth  in  the  area,  after  the  lumber  boom  ended  around 
1860,  is  partially  responsible  for  the  preservation 
of  these  buildings  which  might  not  have  survived  a 
more  rapid  development  in  a  heavily  industrialized 
city.  2 


Findings  for  at  least  Ward  I  emphatically  contradict  this 
statement.  Study  of  maps  shows  that  the  face  of  this  section 
of  the  city  has  altered  several  times.  Admittedly,  part  of 
this  section  was  the  industrial  area  of  Portage.  Although 
recognizing  the  alteration  in  Wauona  Trail  by  the  paved  road 
and  its  surrounding  context, ^  Salkin  favors  its  preservation. 
Despite  the  fact  that  the  Wauona  Trail  is  a  National  Register 
site,  preservation  may  at  this  late  date  be  a  moot  point. 


In  his  concluding  remarks,  Salkin  advises  addtional 
surveys  and  architectural  studies.  At  the  time  of  the 
report's  completion,  more  than  these  steps  were  necessary 
to  adequately  assess  the  significance  of  historic  properties 
in  Portage.  While  providing  a  long  bibliography  which  lacked 
references  to  some  important  primary  materials,  his  report 
did  not  offer  the  regional  context  set  out  by  his  goals.  A 
stream  of  poorly  synthesized  facts  unrelated  to  the  broader 
trends  in  regional,  state,  and  national  histories  does  not 
provide  the  context  by  which  to  judge  site  significance.  The 
researcher  can  not  gain  an  understanding  of  the  historical 
details  presented  by  one  site  from  a  plethora  of  other  his- 
torical  facts.  Further,  a  majority  of  Portage's  buildings 


i-Salkin,  1980:  284. 
2salkin,  1980:  250. 
^Salkin,  1980:  256. 


date  after  I860,  the  period  when  Salkin's  narrative  abruptly 
ends.  Is  he  then  intimating  that  all  these  structures  are 
not  significant?  A  perusal  of  Salkin's  vitae  suggests  that 
his  training  is  solely  in  anthropology.  It  is  evident  from 
his  report  that  he  has  not  gained  the  proper  education  to 
deal  with  the  historical  record.  Perhaps  Salkin  should 
leave  the  study  of  history  to  properly  trained  individuals. 

George  Bartnick  conducted  an  historical  and  archi¬ 
tectural  survey  of  the  City  of  Portage  in  1979  for  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency.  This  survey  was  initiated  by 
the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewage  treatment  plant  now  at 
the  north  end  of  Wauona  Trail. 1  Again,  Bartnick  limits  his 
historical  summary  mostly  to  the  pre-1860  period.  Although 
he  completed  a  windshield  survey,  Bartnick  fails  to  indicate 
the  area  he  surveyed.  His  discussion  of  significant  sites 
only  includes  those  listed  on  the  National  Register  and  in 
the  state  inventory.  Unlike  Salkin,  he  does  offer  some  limited 
evaluations  of  his  findings  and  gives  specific  recommendations 
for  those  sites  which  he  does  consider.  Since  the  historical 
summary  and  limited  site  evaluations  tend  to  remain  separate 
entities,  the  evaluation  lacks  a  larger  context.  Bartnick 
also  did  not  cover  all  the  sites  in  the  inventory  and  did 
not  discuss  any  other  sites  beyond  this  listing.  Hence, 
this  report  also  did  not  adequately  pinpoint  and  assess  the 
historically  important  sites  and  sturctures  in  Portage. 

In  1969,  Frank  and  Stein  Associates,  Inc.  submitted 
a  feasibility  study  and  development  plan  for  historic  resources 
of  the  Portage  area  to  the  Governor's  Portage  Canal  Implementation 
Committee. 2  in  their  introduction,  they  concluded  that  suf¬ 
ficient  historical  evidence  has  been  accumulated  to  show  the 
"...historical  feasibility  of  the  development  of  Portage ...," 3 
and  indeed,  very  little  historical  data  and  little  evidence 
of  historical  research  appears  in  the  report.  How  they  chose 
the  significant  sites  for  which  they  offered  their  preser¬ 
vation  plan  remains  a  mystery.  They  skipped  several  important 
steps  in  their  planning  process,  i.e.,  those  of  historical 
research,  site  survey,  and  site  evaluation.  Frank  and  Stein 
Associates,  Inc.  recommended  cleaning-up  the  canal  and  recon¬ 
structing  the  fort.  They  also  pinpointed  the  Agency  House, 

Wauona  Trail,  and  Surgeon's  Quarters  as  significant  but  did 
not  incorporate  them  into  their  plan. 

_ _ In  1967,  Jay  Brandon  tested  an  area  adjacent  to 

lBartnick,  1979 

^Frank  and  Stein  Associates,  Inc.  1968 

3Frank  and  Stein  Associates,  Inc.  1968:  2 
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the  west  bank  of  the  Fox  River  and  east  of  Highway  33  near 
the  north  tip  of  the  survey  area.  He  was  attempting  to 
located  the  commissary  building  associated  with  Fort  Winnebago. 
The  purpose  of  the  excavation  included  the  determination  of 
the  extent  and  condition  of  site  remains,  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  artifacts,  and  the  most  appropriate  techniques  by 
which  to  pursue  further  excavations.  Brandon  did  locate  a 
building  constructed  of  sandstone  blocks  and  mortar.  It 
measured  30  feet  east-west  and  40  feet  north-south.  However, 
he  could  not  satisfactorily  identify  the  remains.  Much  of 
Fort  Winnebago  proper  lies  on  the  hill  directly  above  the 
excavation  area  on  a  privately  owned  farm  (#142).!  Variation 
in  grass  color  indicates  remains  in  this  area  as  well.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  owners  of  the  property  would  not  approve  exca¬ 
vation  on  their  premises  in  1967.  Further  work  has  not  been 
done  up  to  the  present  date. 2 

The  main  catalogue  listings  at  the  Memorial  Library 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  located  most  of  the  historic 
materials  related  to  Portage  at  the  State  Historical  Society. 
The  Memorial  Library  itself  contains  little  material  pertin¬ 
ent  to  the  project.  The  Geology  and  Biology  Libraries  of  the 
university  do  contain  environmental  data  which  are  incorpor¬ 
ated  into  the  report. 

Repositories  in  Portage  included  the  Portage  Free 
Library,  the  Columbia  County  Courthouse,  the  Portage  City 
Hall,  and  local  historical  societies.  The  Portage  Library 
offered  only  two  published  works  dealing  with  Portage  his¬ 
tory  and  a  series  of  reminiscences . 3  The  library  did  possess 
a  large  photographic  collection  of  Portaae  views  which  were 
housed  in  their  vertical  files  and  in  the  Porter  Photographic 
Collection. 4  Porter  recorded  the  rebuilding  of  the  Wisconsin 
Canal  Lock  in  1928.  The  large  collection  of  photographs  in 

iThe  numbers  in  parentheses  refer  to  sites  and  struc¬ 
tures  located  on  map  2. 

2Brandon,  1967:  1-3. 

^William  A.  Titus,  History  of  the  Fox  River  Valley , 
Lake  Winnebago  and  the  Green  Bay  Region  (3  vols;  Chicago: 

S.J.  Clarke  Publishing  Company,  1930);  A.J.  Turner,  The  Family 
Tree  of  Columbia  County,  Wisconsin  (Portage:  Wisconsin  State 
Register” 1904)  ;  Portage  High  School,  "Portage  Historical 
Reminiscences  by  High  School  History  Students  "(Unpublished  typed 
manuscript  at  the  Portage  Free  Library,  1949-51). 

4 Rod  A.  Porter,  "Portage  Canal,  Photographic  Record 
of  Lock  Building"  (Gift  of  the  R.O.  Klein  Estate,  Dec.,  1975). 
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the  vertical  file  included  views  of  industrial  buildings  in 
Ward  I  such  as  the  Portage  Coop  Creamery  (#94),  Cuff's  Feed 
Mill,  Portage  Hoisery  Works  (#215),  and  Epstein's  Brewery 
(#113).  They  also  show  Fort  Winnebago  (#142);  South  Wisconsin 
Street  in  the  area  of  Riverside  Park  (#42) ,  then  the  site  of 
Ward  I  School;  and  a  view  of  Dodge  Street.  A  majority  of  the  , 

photographs  probably  date  to  the  early  1900' s.  Several  drawers 
of  the  same  vertical  file  also  contained  unpublished  histori¬ 
cal  materials  and  late  19th  and  20th  century  news  articles 
dealing  with  the  history  of  Portage.  Because  of  the  immense 
amount  of  material  which  often  proved  to  be  of  little  value 
to  the  project,  the  collection  was  not  thoroughly  studied.  , 

Some  of  the  material  lacked  adequate  references.  Finally, 
the  library  housed  four  business  directories  dating  to  1870, 

1908,  1910,  and  1929. 1 

The  Columbia  County  Courthouse  and  Portage  City 
Hall  possessed  a  few  maps  documenting  the  platting  of  the  , 

City  of  Portage. 2  Later,  more  intensive  study  might  utilize 
the  land  records  to  trace  the  owners  of  individual  properties. 

Making  title  searches  difficult.  County  Clerks  indexed  land 
records  mainly  by  grantee-grantor  indices.  The  tract  index 
begins  only  in  the  early  20th  century. 

( 

To  ascertain  their  holdings,  four  local  historical 
societies  were  contacted;  the  Columbia  County  Historical 
Society  at  Pardeeville,  the  Lodi  Valley  Historical  Society 
in  Lodi,  the  Poynette  Area  Historical  Society  at  Poynette, 
and  the  Portage  Canal  Society  in  Portage.  The  Lodi  Valley 
Historical  Society  reported  no  materials  relating  to  the 
history  of  Portage.  The  Poynette  Area  Historical  Society 
could  not  be  contacted.  Established  in  the  early  1970' s, 
the  Columbia  County  Historical  Society  holds  only  a  few  items 
dealing  with  Portage  history.  These  include  an  1882  Bird's 
Eye  View  of  Portage  and  some  historical  photographs  one  of 
which  is  a  view  of  the  Portage  Hoisery  Company  (#215).  Guided 
by  Mrs . Fredrecka  Kleist,  the  Portage  Canal  Society  owns  exten¬ 
sive  holdings  related  to  the  canal.  While  the  historical 
research  was  being  conducted  for  the  project,  these  materials 
were  not  available  for  study.  However,  Mrs.  Kleist  offered  her 

1 L . H .  Chapin,  Portage  City  Directory  (Beaver  Dam,  WI  ; 

L.H.  Chapin,  1870);  S.H.  Moore  Co.,  Moore 1 s  Standard  Directory 
(New  York:  S.H.  Moore  Co.,  1908-1909);  F.H.  Voshardt,  Directory 
of  Columbia  County ,  Wisconsin  (Portage:  F.H.  Voshardt,  1910); 

Smith-Bauman  Directory  Company,  Portage  Directory  (Peoria,  IL: 
Smith-Bauman  Directory  Company,  1929-30) . 

^For  example,  see  the  Guppy  Plat  of  1852,  plats, 
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assistance  and  the  use  of  the  society's  materials  during 
later  phases  of  the  project. 

The  primary  goal  of  the  oral  interviews  aimed  at 
an  understanding  of  which  sites  the  community  itself  deemed 
significant.  Participants  included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Wright 
of  413  Adams  St.,  Portage;  Mrs.  Fredricka  Kleist,  528  West 
Cook,  Portage;  Mr.  David  Bennett,  139  West  Cook,  Portage; 

Mr.  Paul  Dolton,  Box  93,  Lodi;  and  the  Portage  Chamber  of 
Commerce . 


Most  of  the  above  materials  portray  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  Portage.  Analysis  of  census  materials,  business 
directories,  and  maps  allowed  the  incorporation  of  additional 
data  into  the  historical  context  for  the  second  half  of  the 
19th  century  and  the  beginning  of  the  20th.  The  census 
materials  were  studied  to  ascertain  the  origins  and  stability 
of  the  population.  Business  directories  along  with  the  cen¬ 
ses  of  manufacturees  indicated  to  some  degree  how  the  economy 
of  Portage  changed  through  time.  A  comparison  of  Sanborn 
Map  and  Publishing  Company,  Ltd.  maps  ranging  in  time  from 
1885  to  1929  assisted  in  the  appoximate  dating  of  domestic 
dwellings  and  located,  named,  and  dated  businesses  and  indus¬ 
tries.  1  Because  of  the  economic  bias  of  these  and  earlier 
sources  and  the  economic  themes  to  which  Portage's  signifi¬ 
cant  sites  relate,  the  historical  context  drawn  in  the  next 
section  tends  to  be  heavily  oriented  in  that  direction. 


Field  Survey 

Each  street  within  the  survey  area  was  walked  to 
inventory  approximately  218  structures  and  sites  dating 
between  the  initial  settlement  of  Portage  and  1930.  All 
of  the  National  Register  sites  and  the  structures  in  the 
state  inventory  were  inspected  at  this  time.  Covered  with 
marshes  and  lacking  road  access,  the  northeast  section  of 
the  survey  area  did  not  receive  such  covereage.  Historical 
maps  indicate  no  structures  in  the  area  (see  map  2) .  Since 
the  Corps  intended  this  survey  to  be  a  brief  investigation 
which  took  approxiamtely  2\  days  to  complete,  no  detailed 
data  could  be  gathered  in  this  phase.  The  address,  con¬ 
struction  materials,  number  of  stories,  general  house  shape, 
existence  of  extreme  modification,  and  degree  of  ornamen- 
tation  were  noted.  Examples  of  each  house  type  and  some 

^-Harrison  and  Warner,  1873;  Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing 
Company,  Ltd.,  1885,  1889,  1894,  1901,  1910,  1918,  1929;  C.M. 
Foote  &  Co.  1890. 
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streetscapes  and  industrial  buildings  were  photographed. 

The  later  views  indicate  the  large  degree  of  modification 
in  the  ward.  During  the  survey,  each  structure  was  assigned 
an  identification  number.  The  numbering  system  in  the  sur¬ 
vey  does  conflict  with  the  few  site  numbers  issued  by 
Historic  Preservation  for  their  inventory.  Map  2  locates 
structures  discussed  in  this  report  by  the  numbering  system 
established  in  this  survey.  The  records  from  the  field 
survey  are  deposited  with  Historic  Preservation  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin. 

Often,  only  the  more  architecturally  elaborate  or 
historically  renown  examples  of  architecture  find  their  way 
into  state  inventories  and  the  National  Register.  This 
approach  neglects  a  large  percentage  of  the  built  environment. 
Often  denoted  as  vernacular  architecture,  such  buildings 
usually  appear  unobtrusive  in  size,  lack  elaborate  ornamen¬ 
tation,  and  were  inhabited  by  unknown  individuals.  In  this 
report,  vernacular  will  instead  refer  simply  to  the  compos¬ 
ition  of  the  local  architecture,  both  the  elaborate  and  the 
less  distinctive.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  Advisory 
Council's  'Treatment  of  Archeological  Properties:  A  Handbook" 
instructs  the  Executive  Director  in  consultation  with  federal 
agencies  to  consider  vernacular  architecture  as  potentially 
significant  structures. 1 

The  major  goal  of  the  survey  was  to  ascertain  the 
different  types  of  structures  and  their  approximate  dates. 

Such  knowledge  allows  the  choice  of  representative  examples 
from  the  predominant  types  in  any  one  period.  Thus,  a  mix 
of  types,  some  with  a  long  time  depth  and  others  lasting 
only  a  short  period  of  time,  might  characterize  one  30  year 
period.  Consequently,  one  type  may  appear  in  more  than  one 
period. 


When  attempting  to  represent  different  types  of 
housing  from  a  period  in  history  of  a  locality,  a  district 
rather  than  individual  buildings  becomes  the  most  valid  means 
of  preservation.  In  studying  vernacular  architecture,  a 
single  building  does  not  portray  the  nature  of  the  built 
environment.  The  different  types  of  structures  from  one 
period  in  proximity  to  each  other  give  a  more  valid  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  past  architecture  during  that  period. 

___ _ Knowledge  of  what  has  disappeared  from  the  landscape 

^Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservati on , "Treatment 
of  Archeological  Properties:  A  Handbook"  (Washington,  D.C.: 
Unpublished  draft,  1980),  p.  6. 


plays  an  important  role  in  the  choice  of  a  district.  That 
is,  the  present  streetscape  or  building  density  should 
approximate  the  period  of  architecture  under  consideration. 

The  survey  alone  may  not  be  sufficient  to  gain  such  know¬ 
ledge.  A  comparison  of  a  series  of  dated  maps  from  the  recent 
to  the  more  distant  past  will  not  only  date  the  standing 
buildings  but  indicate  the  numbers  of  structures  which  have 
disappeared  from  the  landscape.  So  informed,  the  surveyor 
can  select  more  representative  streetscapes  to  create  his 
district . 

Recognizing  the  lack  of  detail  included  in  the  field 
survey,  potential  areas  rather  than  individual  structures 
were  recommended  for  further  study.  The  degree  of  modifi¬ 
cation  of  each  structure  could  not  be  noted.  Less  elaborate 
buildings  do  tend  to  undergo  a  considerable  amount  of  modi¬ 
fication  through  the  years,  especially  in  flood-prone  areas 
such  as  Ward  I.  For  example,  a  large  number  of  original 
foundations  have  been  replaced  by  concrete  block.  Because 
of  such  circumstances,  some  degree  of  alteration  would 
have  to  be  tolerated.  By  choosing  a  potential  area  of  pre¬ 
servation,  a  second,  more  intensive  phase  of  investigation 
can  determine  the  actual  degree  of  modification  and  the 
units  of  toleration. 


THE  HISTORICAL  CONTEXT 

Introduction:  Approach  to  the  Judgment  of  Significance 

To  adequate  judge  the  significance  of  a  structure 
or  site,  the  researcher  must  explore  its  full  context.  Such 
a  context  refers  to  the  broader  historical  trends  as  well  as 
the  archaeological,  architectural,  and  engineering  merits. 

For  Ward  I  of  Portage,  the  significance  of  the  sites  and 
structures  generally  gain  their  importance  through  their  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  historical  context  at  many  levels  of  signifi¬ 
cance,  for  example,  the  local,  regional,  state,  or  national 
levels.  Without  such  knowledge,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
choose  sites  representative  of  the  area's  history.  For  instance, 
the  Portage  Canal  only  gains  significance  when  the  struggle  of 
western  states  to  improve  their  early  transportation  systems 
has  been  clarified.  On  the  other  hand,  buildings  nominated 
to  the  National  Register  because  they  are  the  oldest,  the 
largest,  or  the  most  elaborate  would  warp  the  historian's 
view  of  history.  Thus,  a  majority  of  the  sites  recommended 
for  future  study  were  chosen  on  the  basis  of  the  fourth  National 
Register  criterion:  likely  to  yield  significant  data.  But, 
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used  in  this  report,  the  criterion's  meaning  has  been  inter¬ 
preted  to  mean  the  preservation  of  buildings  and  sites  which 
best  represent  some  aspect  of  their  historical  context. 


Periods  of  Development 

To  facilitate  the  establishment  of  an  historical 
context  for  the  interpretation  of  sites  in  Ward  I,  the 
historical  development  of  Portage  was  broken  down  into 
periods.  Depending  upon  developmental  trends,  the  boundaries 
of  each  period  are  flexible  and  sometime  overlapping.  As 
stated  previously,  because  of  the  nature  of  the  sites  involved, 
the  construction  of  these  periods  reflects  economic  trends. 


The  Portage  Between  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers:  1671-1848 

From  1671  to  1763,  France  claimed  the  whole  north¬ 
west  territory  which  then  included  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 
Originally,  many  of  the  early  French  explorers  traveled  west 
in  search  of  a  water  route  to  China.  In  1634,  Jean  Nicollet 
reached  Green  Bay  and  claimed  its  immediate  region  for  France. 

At  this  time,  he  would  have  found  a  large  number  of  unrelated 
Indian  tribes  in  Wisconsin.  Waring  with  the  Menomini, 

Potawatami,  Sac,  Fox,  Kickapoo,  and  Muscoute,  the  Winnebago 
held  the  area  around  Green  Bay.  The  Potawatami  had  located 
at  Sault  St.  Marie;  the  Menomini  on  the  Menomini  River  and 
the  western  tributaries  of  Green  Bay;  the  Sac  at  the  con¬ 
fluence  of  the  Wolf  and  Fox  Rivers;  and  the  Miami  and  Muscoute 
near  the  Fox  River  at  Green  Bay  with  the  Kickapoo  close  by. 

The  Sioux  tribes  inhabited  the  Mississippi  valley.  With 
the  Sioux  pressing  eastward  from  the  Mississippi  basin  and 
the  Iroquois  moving  west,  numerous  tribes  thus  converged  in 
Wisconsin.  Frustrating  the  development  of  the  fur  trade, 
the  Iroquois  engaged  in  war  with  the  French  from  1640  to  1660.1 

iRobert  Nesbit,  Wisconsin ,  A  History  (Madison: 
University  of  Wisconsin,  1973),  pp.  22-25;  Reuben  Gold  Thwaites, 
The  French  Regime  in  Wisconsin ,  I:  1634-1727,  XVI  of  Collections 
of- the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin  (1902),  pp.  xiii, 
12;  George  I.  Quimby,  Indian  Li fe  in  the  Upper  Great  Lakes 
(Chicago:  University  of  Chicago  Press,  1960),  p.  133,  142; 
Frederick  J.  Turner,  The  Character  and  Influence  of  the  Fur 
Trade  in  Wisconsin,  no.  11-12  (Baltimore:  John  Hopkins 
University  Studies  in  Historical  and  Political  Sciences,  1890)  , 
pp.  23-25;  Federal  Writer's  Project,  1938:  19. 


Thus,  in  the  1600's,  the  French  faced  a  formidable  array  of 
Indian  tribes  with  and  among  which  to  keep  the  peace  and  deve- 
lope  their  fur  trade. 

From  the  mid- 17th  century,  the  overwhelming  inter¬ 
est  of  the  French  in  the  northwest  territory  revolved  around 
the  fur  trade.  Acting  as  representatives  of  the  French  gov¬ 
ernment,  Jolliet  and  Marquette  reached  Wisconsin  in  1673. 
Although  others  probably  preceded  them,  they  are  the  first 
known  French  explorers  to  find  a  water  route  from  Green  Bay 
via  the  portage  between  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  to  the 
Mississippi.  Their  major  objectives  included  the  opening  of 
the  country  to  the  French  fur  trade  and  the  establishment  of 
French  relations  with  the  Indian  tribes.  Between  1690  and 
1691,  Perrot  established  French  presence  near  the  Wisconsin 
by  building  a  fort  on  the  Mississippi  River.  He  created 
alliances  with  the  Algonkian  tribes  and  managed  to  trade  with 
the  Sioux.  However,  intermittent  wars  with  the  Fox  often 
closed  the  area  to  the  fur  trade  from  1700  to  1738. 1 

Wisconsin  served  as  an  important  link  in  the  French 
fur  trade  of  the  northwest  territory,  initially  providing 
furs  itself  and  later  giving  access  to  the  western  interior. 

At  first,  the  French  attempted  to  attract  the  Indians  to  trade 
their  furs  at  one  center  in  Montreal.  Realizing  the  value 
of  the  fur  trade  by  the  late  1600 's,  the  French  reversed  their 
policy  and  followed  the  Indians  into  the  northwest  territory. 
Under  this  system,  establishing  civil  authority  over  the 
traders  in  the  interior  became  impossible.  The  French  solution 
resulted  in  the  maintaince  of  several  garrisoned  strong  points; 
in  the  beginning  at  Detroit  and  Lake  Peoria;  and  fur  posts 
at  strategic  places  between  them.  Attempting  unsuccessfully 
to  limit  the  number  of  fur  traders,  the  French  required  a 
license  to  trade.  This  system  gave  the  commander  of  each  fur 
post  civil  authority  over  the  traders  of  his  region  and  the 
responsibility  to  maintain  the  French  alliances  among  the 
Indian  tribes.  Through  such  measures,  the  French  attempted 
to  thwart  the  English  and  Iroquois  from  acquiring  the  fur 

^•F.J.  Turner,  1891:  20,  25;  Titus,  1919:  185;  William 
A.  Titus,  History  of  the  Fox  River  Valley,  Lake  Winnebago, 
and  the  Green  Bay  Region ,  I  (3  vols;  Chicago:  S.J.  Clarke 
Publishing  Company,  1930),  p.  234;  Federal  Writer's  Project, 
1938:  20-21,  24;  Louise  Phelps  Kellogg,  The  French  Regime  in 
Wisconsin  and  the  Northwest  (Madison:  State  Historical  Society 
of  Wisconsin,  1925) ,  pp.  122,  194,  356,  364;  Thwaites,  1902: 

89,  151,  181-82;  Nesbit,  1973:  25,  34. 
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During  the  first  half  of  the  1700's,  the  main  French 
post  of  the  region  remained  at  Mackinac.  Although  the  location 
of  a  trading  post  had  been  established  by  Charles  de  Langlade 
by  1650,  Green  Bay  did  not  become  a  French  fur  post  until 
1717.  The  largest  settlement  in  French  Wisconsin  grew  up 
along  the  Fox  River  near  this  post.  Prairie  du  Chien  became 
an  important  reconnaissance  point  between  the  French  and 
Indian  traders.  However,  the  existence  of  an  established 
trading  post  can  not  be  documented  until  after  the  Revolution. 
Again,  although  there  is  no  record  until  1762,  the  French 
probably  maintained  a  post  at  Milwaukee  prior  to  that  date. 2 
With  these  fur  trading  points  at  either  end  of  the  Fox- 
Wisconsin  waterway,  the  portage  between  the  two  rivers  became 
an  important  nexus  in  the  transportation  route.  There  is 
some  evidence  of  a  pole  or  corduroy  road  across  the  portage, 
now  Bronson  Avenue  or  the  Wauona  Trail.  To  assist  in  the 
transportation  of  goods,  the  portage  may  have  attracted  some 
temporary  French  settlement  prior  to  the  1790's. 3 

By  the  1790' s,  the  French  had  established  their 
basic  method  of  trade  which  would  remain  in  effect  through 
the  fur  trading  era.  Under  the  French  regime,  merchants  at 
Montreal  received  the  trade  goods  from  France  with  which 
they  supplied  the  licensed  traders  by  credit.  Located  at 
trading  posts,  their  employees,  the  bourgeois,  supplied  the 
voyageur  with  trade  goods  and  other  necessities.  The  voyageur 
made  the  actual  contact  with  the  Indians.  Systems  of  credit 
became  an  integral  part  of  the  trade.  It  operated  between 
merchant  and  bourgeois,  bourgeois  and  voyageur,  and  the 
voyageur  and  the  Indian.  The  Indian  received  necessary  hunting 
supplies  and  other  goods  prior  to  the  hunt  and  later  traded 
his  furs  to  repay  the  debt.  Under  the  credit  system,  the 
Indian  became  locked  into  the  fur  trade.  Creating  a  desire 
for  European  goods,  the  system  substantially  altered  the 
Indian's  material  culture  by  1760.4 

As  early  as  1688,  the  English  began  to  enter  the 
fur  trade  by  drawing  Indians  to  Hudson  Bay  with  their  cheaper 

^Kellogg ,  1925:  365-66;  Nesbit,  1973:  27;  F.J.  Turner, 
1891:  27,  31,  33. 

^F.J.  Turner,  1891:  39;  Kellogg,  1925:  386-87; 

Merrill,  1919:  20;  Nesbit,  1973:  34. 

3 Merrill  1919:  20;  A.J.  Turner,  1903:  9. 

^Kellogg,  1925:  367-71;  Turner,  1891:  32;  Quimby, 

1960:  111-12. 
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trade  goods.  Their  appearance  in  the  northwest  by  the  1690's 
had  originally  lead  the  French  to  build  many  of  their  fur 
posts.  The  French  government's  ultimate  inability  to  main¬ 
tain  control  over  the  fur  traders,  its  only  means  of  mono¬ 
polizing  the  fur  trade,  added  to  the  gradual  loss  of  their 
Indian  alliances  after  the  Fox  wars  which  ended  in  1738. 
Although  loyal  to  the  French  during  early  hostilities  with 
the  English  in  the  1750' s,  the  Potawatami  and  Menomini  joined 
the  British  toward  the  end  of  the  French  and  Indian  war. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  French  in  1761,  the  British  quickly 
replaced  them  in  the  western  posts  and  asserted  their  control 
over  the  fur  trade. 1 

The  fur  trade  reached  its  height  in  Wisconsin  after 
1761  during  the  British  regime.  Reserving  the  northwest  terr 
itory  for  the  fur  trade,  in  1763,  the  British  government  for¬ 
bade  settlement  west  of  the  proclamation  line  along  the 
Appalachians.  The  English  adopted  the  French  system  of  regu¬ 
lation  along  with  the  Canadian  traders  themselves.  Initially 
establishing  a  post  at  Green  Bay  in  1761,  the  English  aban¬ 
doned  it  in  1763  and  regulated  the  fur  trade  in  the  Wisconsin 
region  from  her  main  post  at  Mackinaw.  During  the  British 
regime.  Green  Bay  remained  a  small  trading  center  under  the 
authority  of  Charles  de  Langlade.  Unable  to  maintain  a 
licensing  system,  the  British  fostered  the  organization  of 
large  trading  companies  who  engaged  the  long  established 
Canadian  traders  to  carry  on  the  actual  trading  and  located 
the  necessary  settlements.  Utilizing  the  French  fur  trade 
organization  and  credit  system,  Scotch  traders  of  New  York 
organized  the  Northwest  Fur  Company  in  1778.  The  essential 
large,  long  term  investments  favored  such  large  companies. 

Dependent  on  the  fur  trade  by  the  1760' s,  the 
Indians  altered  their  tribal  locations  to  the  areas  around 
trading  posts  and  trading  routes.  The  Fox-Wisconsin  portage 
became  a  dividing  line  between  the  Sacs,  located  on  the 
Wisconsin,  and  the  Winnebago  on  the  Fox.  By  the  end  of  the 
1760' s,  the  Sacs  consolidated  their  territory  around  the 
mouth  of  the  Rock  River.  Initially  residing  along  the  lower 
Wisconsin  and  near  Prairie  du  Chien,  the  Fox  later  joined  the 
Sac  to  the  south. 3 


iNesbit,  1973:  34-37,  39;  F.J.  Turner,  1891:  31,  49 
2Federal  Writer's  Project,  1938:  25;  Nesbit,  1973: 
39-45;  F.J.  Turner,  1891:  43-44;  Louise  Phelps  Kellogg,  The 
British  Regime  in  Wisconsin  and  the  Northwest  (New  York:  De 
Capo  Press,  1971,  ori.  1935),  pp.  ix-x,  29-30,  197. 

■^Kellogg,  1971:  16;  Jones,  1914:  88;  Quimby,  1960: 
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A  few  French  traders  located  at  the  Fox-Wisconsin 
portage  by  the  1790's.  Laurent  Barth  purchased  the  privilege 
of  transporting  goods  across  the  portage  in  1792  or  1793.  He 
initially  erected  a  house  along  the  Fox  River,  possibly  on 
the  west  side  near  the  intersection  of  Highway  33  and  the 
Fox.  Jean  LeCuyer  purchased  a  similar  right  in  1798.  In 
1803,  a  Mr.  Campbell  acquired  Barth's  rights,  and  he  in 
turn  sold  them  to  LeCuyer.  After  LeCuyer' s  death  about  1808, 
his  widow  continued  the  business  to  1812  when  it  was  taken 
over  by  her  son-in-law,  Francis  Le  Roy.  These  early  settlers 
kept  a  small  store  of  goods  for  trading  as  well  as  maintaining 
wagons  and  teams  to  transport  goods  and  conveyances  across 
the  portage. 1 

Hoping  to  maintain  their  influence  over  the  Indians 
and  retain  their  hold  on  the  fur  trade,  the  British  remained 
in  the  northwest  trading  posts  at  the  end  of  the  Revolution. 
Although  evacuation  of  the  posts,  including  those  at  Mackinaw 
and  Detroit,  occurred  in  1796,  the  British  still  retained  a 
stong  hold  on  the  fur  trade  until  1812.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  Jay  Treaty  of  1786,  the  British  kept  the  right  to  trade 
in  the  northwest  territory.  During  the  War  of  1812,  British 
and  French  traders  located  at  the  northwest  fur  posts  and 
other  settlements,  including  the  Fox-Wisconsin  portage,  assisting 
the  British  governement  maintain  its  influence  over  the  Winnebago, 
Menomini,  and  Sioux.  In  many  cases,  these  traders  and  their 
Indian  allies  resisted  the  American  advance  themselves.  The 
Treaty  of  Ghent  finally  ended  the  British  intrusions  into  the 
northwest  fur  trade. 2 

In  1816,  the  Americans  finally  gained  authority  over 
the  fur  trade  of  the  northwest.  Shortly  thereafter,  as  it 
attempted  to  assert  its  control,  the  American  government  met 
severe  resistance  from  the  remaining  British  subjects  and 
their  Indian  allies,  particularly  the  Winnebago.  To  accel¬ 
erate  the  Americanization  of  the  northwest  and  extend  its 
control,  the  government  forbade  foreigners  to  participate 
in  the  fur  trade.  In  addition,  the  government  established 
its  presence  in  the  northwest  by  garrisoning  posts  at  Mackinac, 
Chicago,  Green  Bay,  and  Prairie  du  Chien  directly  after  the 
War  of  1812.  For  a  brief  time,  the  Americans  altered  the 
actual  fur  trade  system.  Trying  to  control  their  Indian 
relations  through  the  fur  trade,  it  established  a  series  of 

lDe  La  Ronde ,  1857:  289-90;  Titus,  1919:  186;  Jones, 

1914:  41. 

2Kellogg,  1971:  x-xii,  325;  F.J.  Turner,  1891:  446- 
449;  Nesbit,  1973:  48,  62;  Federal  Writer's  Project,  1938:  28. 
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fur  factories  after  1812.  The  government  fur  factories  sold 
the  Indian  trade  goods  at  cost  in  return  for  his  furs,  but 
refused  to  offer  him  the  credit  required  to  complete  the 
hunt.  Without  extension  of  credit  and  the  traditional  gifts, 
the  government  factories  could  not  attract  the  Indian  and 
pry  him  from  the  British  sphere  of  influence.  The  govern¬ 
ment  abolished  the  fur  factories  in  1822.1 

The  American  fur  companies  provided  the  main  com¬ 
petition  to  the  fur  factories.  They  followed  the  traditional 
methods  by  most  importantly  establishing  a  system  of  credit 
and  offering  gifts.  By  the  1820’s,  John  Jacob  Astor's  American 
Fur  Company  dominated  the  fur  trade  in  the  northwest.  How¬ 
ever,  by  the  time  Astor  had  finally  seized  the  trade  from 
Canadian  dominance,  the  fur  sources  had  become  depleted  in 
the  northwest  territory.  Although  the  fur  trade  continued 
through  the  1830's,  traders  began  to  suffer  heavy  financial 
losses  during  the  early  1820's.  Both  the  Grignons  and  Francis 
LeRoy  at  the  portage  reported  deficits. 2  Further  government 
regulation  in  1824  insured  the  downfall  of  the  fur  trade  in 
the  northwest  territory. 3 

Fur  traders  established  trading  houses  at  the  portage 
during  the  1820's  and  1830's.  Perrish  and  LaVoin  Grignon, 
LeCuyer,  and  LeRoy,  who  had  come  to  the  portage  prior  to  1820, 
remained  there  into  the  1830' s.  The  Grignons  and  LeCuyer 
owned  warehouses  on  the  west  end  of  portage,  possibly  where 
Wauona  Trail  intersects  Wisconsin  Street.  LeRoy  built  the 
Surgeon's  Quarters  (#124)  in  1824  and  sold  it  to  the 
American  government  in  1834.4  in  the  1830' s,  Daniel  Whitney 
erected  two  large  store  houses,  one  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Fox  and  the  other  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Wisconsin.  Silas 

iReuben  Gold  Thwaites,  The  Fur  Trade  in  Wisconsin , 
1812- 1825  in  Collections  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin ,  XX  (1911),  pp.  xi-xiv,  256-57,  260;  Nesbit,  1973: 
67-68,  77-78,  87;  F.J.  Turner,  1891:  57-60. 

^Thwaites,  1911:  144,  232,  316-18. 

3f.J.  Turner,  1891:  61-62;  Thwaites,  1911:  xv-xx, 
334-40,  366;  Nesbit,  1973:  63-64,  86. 

4Sources  generally  date  this  sale  to  1828.  However, 
a  letter  from  E.M.  Lucy  at  Fort  Winnebago  to  Major  General 
T.S.  Jessup,  Washington,  D.C.  reports  the  purchase  of  sutler's 
stores  for  conversion  into  a  hospital  and  surgeon's  quarters 
on  April  10,  1834.  But,  the  letter  does  not  specify  that  the 
building  belonged  to  LeRoy.  (From  a  xeroxed  copy  of  the  letter 
in  the  Museum  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin.) 
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Walworth  maintained  a  post  at  the  juncture  of  the  railroad  * 

bridge  and  canal  in  at  least  1837.  In  about  1817,  the  American 
Fur  Company  took  over  a  post,  a  log  house,  and  a  barn  just 
east  of  the  Indian  Agency  House  (#144).  This  post  had  been 
built  by  Joseph  Rollette  in  1812.  Peter  Pauquette  served 
as  an  agent  for  Rollette  until  1817  and  for  the  American  Fur 
Company  until  1836.  Jean  Baptiste  DuBay  acquired  this  post  * 

in  1836.  Probably  the  last  fur  trader  at  the  portage,  he 
left  in  1857.  By  1828,  in  addition  to  the  buildings  occupied 
by  the  fur  traders,  there  was  the  sub-Indian  agent's  quarters 
and  two  other  log  houses  on  the  west  side  of  the  Fox,  approx¬ 
imately  opposite  the  Surgeon's  Quarters  (#142).  Thus,  Portage's 
initial  settlements  had  begun  to  grow  at  either  end  of  the  • 

Portage . 1 

In  1828,  Lieutenant  Twiggs  located  Fort  Winnebago 
(#142)  on  the  east  side  of  the  Fox  River  opposite  the  portage. 

The  fort  protected  the  portage  of  the  Fox-Wisconsin  waterway, 
already  guarded  by  Fort  Howard  at  Green  Bay  and  by  Fort  * 

Crawford  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  Continual  encroachment  upon 
Indian  lands  in  the  southwestern  Wisconsin  lead  mining  district 
led  to  the  Winnebago  uprisings  of  1827.  The  Winnebago  sur¬ 
rendered  to  Major  Whistler  at  the  portage.  Protection  at  the 
portage  had  been  requested  as  early  as  1820  by  the  Indian 
agent  at  Green  Bay  who  feared  interception  of  the  water  route  ► 

by  the  Sac  and  Fox. 2  John  Jacob  Astor  reputedly  requested 
such  protection  from  the  United  States  government  for  this 
trade  route  in  1828.3 

i-De  La  Ronde ,  n.d.;  Henry  Merrell,  "Pioneer  Life  in 
Wisconsin"  in  Collections  of  t  he  State  Historical  Society  of  * 

Wisconsin,  XII  (1876,  reprinted  in  1908),  pp.  369,  374,  385-86; 
Butterfield,  1880:  427,  502,  498,  393-94;  Albert  G.  Ellis, 

"Fifty-four  Years'  Recollections  of  Men  and  Events  in  Wisconsin" 
in  Collections  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin , 

XII  (1876,  reprinted  in  1908),  p.  240;  Jones,  1914:  50,  54, 

72-73;  Curtis,  1974:  13-14;  A.J.  Turner,  "The  Citizenship  of  • 

an  'Old  Settler'"  in  Wisconsin  State  Register  (1898),  p.  81-82. 

2j.M.Bowyer,  Letter  to  Governor  Cass  from  John  Bowyer 
at  Green  Bay  on  Jan.  15,  1820  in  Thwaites,  1911:  143-44. 

^Federal  Writer's  Project,  1838:  31;  Merrill,  1919: 

6-7;  A.J.  Turner,  1904:  91;  A.J.  Turner,  "History  of  Fort 

Winnebago"  in  Collections  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  1 

Wisconsin,  XIV  (1898a),  p.  91;  Titus,  1930:  241-42;  Jones, 

1914:  43;  H.A.  Tenney,  "Early  Times  in  Wisconsin"  in  Collections 
of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  I  (1849:  reprinted 
in  1904),  pp . ~  9  6 - 9  7 ;  Clark,  18  79:  310. 
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During  the  first  winter  of  1828,  the  military  erected 
log  barracks  east  of  the  later  fort  (#142)  and  use  the  house 
of  Francis  LeRoy  to  provide  temporary  quarters.  During  1829 
and  1830,  they  built  7  barracks  which  formed  a  rectangular 
courtyard  with  two  block  houses  at  two  diagonally  opposed 
corners.  Subsidiary  buildings  on  the  exterior  of  the  enclo¬ 
sure  included  a  stable,  hospital,  bakery,  blacksmith  shop, 
commissary  building,  ice  cellar,  sutler's  stores,  laundary, 
threater,  etc.  All  these  buildings  were  erected  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Fox  River. 1 

Appointed  Indian  agent  for  the  upper  bands  of  the 
Winnebago,  John  Kinzie  was  assigned  to  Fort  Winnebago  in  1829. 
Prior  to  the  erection  of  the  Indian  Agency  in  1832,  the  Kinzies 
lived  in  log  barracks  removed  to  the  Agency  Hill  (the  area 
of  #144)  from  the  area  east  of  the  fort  (#142).  In  1832,  the 
government  finally  allotted  monies  which  allowed  the  erection 
of  the  agency,  a  two  story,  five  room  frame  dwelling  with  a 
one  and  a  half  story  kitchen  attached  to  the  rear.^  Living 
in  their  home  only  8  months,  the  Kinzies  left  in  July  of  1833. 
Captain  McCabe  succeeded  them  for  one  year,  and  then  the  govern¬ 
ment  assigned  the  responsibility  to  an  officer  of  the  fort. 
Individuals  unrelated  to  the  office  of  Indian  agent  occupied 
the  dwelling  thereafter.  Saterlee  Clark  used  the  house  for 
a  trading  post  for  a  short  interval  about  1840,  but  his  busi¬ 
ness  proved  to  be  unprofitable.  In  1854,  a  private  individual 
purchased  the  land  and  house. 3 

Although  the  fort  served  as  a  rendezvous  for  the 
Winnebago,  no  military  encounters  occurred  there.  However, 
since  the  Americans  had  recently  dispossessed  them  of  their 
lands,  the  Winnebago,  now  ranging  around  the  portage,  were 
a  potentially  hostile  tribe.  In  1832,  Black  Hawk,  chief  of 
the  amalgamated  Sac  and  Fox  tribes,  revolted  against  what 
came  to  be  known  as  the  Jackson  Indian  Removal  Policy.  This 
policy  attempted  to  remove  all  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi 

1-See  Diagram  of  Fort  Winnebago  and  Outbuildings, 

1835,  drawn  by  O.P.  Williams  in  Butterfield,  1880  opposite 
page  342.  Also  see  A.J.  Turner,  1898a:  72-73;  A.J.  Turner, 

1904:  93-94;  and  Curtis  1974:  23. 

2john  H.  Kinzie,  1832. 

3 Andrew  J.  Turner,  Men  of  Early  Day  at  the  Winnebago 
Portage  (Portage : Dai ly  Democrat  Printer,  1903),  p.  5;  Mrs. 

John  Kinzie,  1856  (1932):  310,  319,  520;  Kellogg,  Mar.  13, 

1931:  1-5;  Louise  Phelps  Kellogg,  "The  Agency  House  at  Fort 
Winnebago"  in  Wisconsin  Matjazine  of  History ,  XIV  (1931),  pp. 
437-38. 
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and  open  their  lands  for  white  settlement.  Troops,  some  of 
whom  were  residing  at  the  inadequately  protected  fort,  stop¬ 
ped  Black  Hawk's  northern  journey  to  join  the  Chippewa  at  the 
Battle  of  Bad  Axe  in  1832.  The  con f rontation  occurred  about 
25  miles  south  of  the  fort  in  Davis  County. 1 

Consequent  to  protecting  the  Fox-Winnebago  waterway, 
the  military  presence  at  Fort  Winnebago  managed  to  keep 
peace  among  the  local  Winnebago  and  offered  interim  civil 
authority  to  the  organization  of  local  government.  The  fort 
provided  sveral  non-military  services  to  the  surrounding  inhab¬ 
itants.  In  addition  to  the  several  trading  posts  at  the  port¬ 
age,  a  succession  of  sutlers  provided  the  small  settlement 
at  the  fort  and  Indians  with  supplies.  At  least  three  buildings 
near  the  east  bank  of  the  Fox  below  and  southeast  of  the  fort 
functioned  in  such  a  capacity.  One  of  these  was  the  old 
commissary  store.  The  government  appointed  Satterlee  Clark, 
who  acted  for  Oliver  Newberry  of  Detroit,  as  sutler  in  1830. 

Henry  Merrell  acted  as  sutler  in  1834  and  was  replaced  by 
Harry  Jones  in  1835. 2  Soldiers  of  the  fort  also  constructed 
part  of  the  Old  Military  Road  after  the  close  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War.  It  ran  from  Fort  Howard  at  Green  Bay,  through  Portage , 
to  Fort  Crawford  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  The  road  not  only  gave 
the  military  access  to  the  interior  of  Wisconsin,  but  served 
as  a  thoroughfare  for  later  settlement. 3 

Fort  Winnebago  remained  garrisoned  until  1845,  when 
the  army  evacuated  it.  In  1853,  the  fort  was  sold  at  public 
auction.  In  March,  1856,  a  fire  destroyed  or  badly  damaged 
many  of  its  buildings.  During  the  late  19th  century,  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Portage  dismantled  much  of  the  remaining  fort,  sca¬ 
venging  the  ruins  for  building  materials.  By  1871,  only  the 
commissary  building,  part  of  the  Surgeon's  Quarters,  and  the 
hospital  were  fairly  intact.  A  farm  house  now  stands  upon 
the  site  of  the  fort.  The  old  commissary  building,  which  had 
been  moved  to  the  farm,  was  torn  down  in  1912.  The  Surgeon's 

iMrs.  John  Kinzie,  1856  (1932) :  46,  48,  472-75,  508; 
A.J.  Turner,  1898a:  89;  Whittlesey,  1853:  64,  71-72;  Clark, 

1879:  312-18;  Nesbit,  1973:  85. 

2Clark ,  1879:  311;  Merrell,  1876:  82,  373;  A.J.  Turner, 
1904:  102;  A.J.  Turner,  1903:  27;  O.P.  Williams,  Diagram  of 
Fort  Winnebago  and  Outbuildings  in  Butterfield,  1880:  opposite 
p.  342;  Jones,  1914:  55 

^Titus,  1930:  240;  Butterfield,  1880:  385;  A.J. 

Turner,  1904:  107. 


Quarters  is  now  the  only  remaining  building  of  Fort  Winnebago. 1 


The  Establishment  of  the  City  of  Portage  and  Ward  I:  1840-1860 

The  lands  surrounding  Fort  Winnebago  began  to  attract 
a  permanent  settlement  in  the  1840's.  Because  the  city  strat- 
les  the  boundaries  of  Indian  lands,  the  history  of  Portage's 
land  jurisdiction  is  quite  complexed  and  requires  unraveling 
prior  to  historical  research  in  primary  records.  The  federal 
government  organized  Portage  into  the  following  territories: 
Indiana,  1800-1809;  Illinois,  1809-1818;  Michigan,  1818-1836; 
Wisconsin,  1836-1848;  and  the  State  of  Wisconsin  after  1848; 
and  counties:  Wayne,  1790-1809;  St.  Clair,  1809-1812;  Madison, 
1812-1818;  Brown  and  Crawford,  1818-1829;  Portage,  1829-1846; 
and  Columbia  after  1846;  and  towns:  Winnebago-Portage  Precinct, 
1841-1849;  Port  Hope,  1849-1850;  Fort  Winnebago,  1850-1852; 
Portage  City,  1852-1854;  and  City  of  Portage  after  1854. 

Note  that  Ward  I  was  place  in  Brown  County  between  1818  and 
1829.2 


On  April  2,  1832,  the  federal  government  patented 
to  Augustin  Grignon  a  648  acre  tract,  the  first  land  con¬ 
veyed  to  a  Portage  citizen  in  Columbia  County.  The  Grignon 
Tract,  or  French  Claim  No.  21,  covers  all  of  Ward  I  and 
includes  small  parts  of  Wards  II,  III,  and  IV  of  the  City  of 
Portage.  The  boundaries  of  the  claim  coincide  fairly  closely 
with  those  of  the  survey  area  on  the  east,  south,  and  north 
sides.  The  government  had  originally  granted  this  claim  to 
John  LeCuyer  at  an  unknown  date  and  he  sold  it  to  Grignon. 
Grignon  then  sold  this  tract  to  Daniel  Whitney  of  Green  Bay 
in  1832.  In  1836,  Sheldon  Thompson  of  Buffalo,  New  York  and 
De  Gamo  Jones  of  Detroit  purchased  the  tract.  They  sold  it 
to  Webb  and  Bronson  in  1844.  Their  unoffical  plat  of  the 
tract,  called  the  Town  of  Fort  Winnebago,  was  drawn  by  John 
Mul lett  in  1849.3 


iTitus,  1919:  188;  Jones,  1914:  54-55;  Federal  Writer’s 
Project,  1938:  34;  A.J.  Turner,  1898a:  95-98;  Portage  Weekly 
Democrat,  Souvenir  Edition,  "Early  History  of  Columbia  County," 
July  30,  1897,  p.  1;  Portage  Register  Democrat,  "Way  Back 
When:  Bits  of  History  From  the  Files,"  Aug.  29,  1938. 

2A.J.  Turner,  1898:  1-5;  Wisconsin  Historical  Records 
Survey,  Origin  and  Legislative  History  of  County  Boundaries  in 
Wisconsin-! Madison :  The  Wisconsin  Historical  Records  Survey, 
1942),  pp.  30,  59,  160. 

3a.J.  Turner,  1904:  66-69;  Jones,  1914:  75-76;  F.J. 
Turner,  1903:  1-2;  Butterfield,  1880:  600-601 ; "Webb  &  Bronson 
Plat  of  Fort  Winnebago"  (1849),  Columbia  County  Courthouse 
in  deeds,  vol .  2,  p.  288  and  plats,  sheet  103. 
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The  land  occupied  by  the  City  of  Portaqe,  including 
the  Grignon  Claim  and  the  lands  north  and  west  of  it  and 
south  of  the  Wisconsin  and  west  of  the  Fox,  remained  unsur¬ 
veyed  until  1851.1  However,  the  original  survey  maps  note 
the  location  of  Portage,  thus  indicating  that  squatters  had 
located  upon  the  unsurveyed  lands. 2  Because  the  Menomini 
had  not  ceded  their  lands  to  the  federal  government  until  1849, 
the  territory  north  and  west  of  the  Grignon  Claim  had  not 
entered  the  land  market.  The  government  gained  actual  posses¬ 
sion  in  1851.  The  City  of  Portage  was  platted  in  1852. 3 
Incorporated  as  a  city  in  1854,  Portage  then  included  the 
Grignon  Claim.  The  incorporation  provided  for  the  division 
of  the  city  into  wards.  At  that  time.  Ward  I  included  all 
the  lands  south  and  east  of  the  canal. 4  In  the  20th  century, 
the  ward  boundaries  have  been  altered  approximately  every 
10  years  to  reflect  changes  in  the  population  density.  Pre¬ 
sently,  the  west  boundary  of  Ward  I  extends  to  approximately 
Edgewater  Street. 5 

The  settlement  of  early  Portage  in  the  1840’s  ini¬ 
tially  occurred  in  three  separate  areas:  (1) around  the  fort 
(#142)  on  both  sides  of  the  Fox  River,  (2) in  the  lowlands  along 
the  Wisconsin  River  near  the  present  Wauona  Trail,  and  (3) 
near  the  present  business  area  of  the  City  of  Portage.  No 
longer  extant,  the  first  cluster  had  developed  during  the 
1830 's  and  has  been  described  (see  p.  27).  It  mainly  pro¬ 
vided  services  for  the  fort.  Besides  the  Surgeon's  Quarters 
(#143)  and  the  Agency  House  (#144),  Henry  Merrell's  dwelling 

^Butterf ield ,  1880:  364;  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands, 
Federal  Survey  (1851)  in  plat  book,  vol.  6,  series  6/0/1  (698); 
U.S.  Army,  "Plat  of  Fort  Winnebago  Reserve,  Sept.  10,  1866, 

Part  of  Township  12  and  13,  Range  9  E,  4th  Mer.,"  book  35,  p.  291. 

^These  earlier  land  entries  are  not  shown  by  the 
Land  Entry  Book  of  the  Columbia  Courthouse,  but  were  placed  in 
the  Town  Site  Records  now  kept  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

To  order  such  records,  contact  Mrs.  Rebecca  Loritts,  Bureau 
of  Land  Management,  350  So.  Pickett  St.,  Alexandria,  Va.  22304. 

3The  plat  is  known  as  the  Guppy  Plat  located  at  the 
Columbia  County  Courthouse,  Portage,  plats,  sheet  102;  Jones, 

1914:  20-21,  58,  79;  Nesbit,  1973:  98;  Butterfield,  1880:  603- 
604,  365;  A.J.  Turner,  "The  Early  Mapping  of  Columbia  County" 
in  Wi sconsin  State  Register ,  Sept.  21,  1895,  p.  1  and  Sept.  28, 
1895,  p.  1. 

^Butterfield,  1880:  606-610. 

^ For  a  description  of  the  present  boundaries  see 
Ordinance  No.  1178,  Ordinance  Relative  to  Re-warding,  Section 
1-03(1) . 


(#126),  built  iii  1837  or  1838  ,  are  the  only  remaining  struc¬ 
tures  from  that  complex. 1  In  the  1840' s,  much  of  Portage  was 
located  on  the  lowlands  along  the  Wisconsin  side  of  the  Portage, 
south  of  the  Canal.  Consisting  of  dwellings  and  a  few  retail 
stores,  settlement  appears  to  have  centered  around  several 
hotels  placed  along  the  Wauona  Trail  and  an  adjacent  area  of 
Wisconsin  Street. 2  Somewhat  later,  probably  the  late  1840's 
and  prior  to  the  1851  land  survey,  settlers  established  the 
business  district  of  Portage.  At  First,  the  settlement  con¬ 
fined  itself  to  an  area  east  of  DeWitt  and  south  of  Pleasant, 
centering  on  the  two  block-long  Main  Street.  Later,  develop¬ 
ment  expanded  west  on  Cook  Street. 3 

Paralleling  the  growth  of  many  Midwestern  towns, 
Portage's  population  began  to  expand  rapidly  between  1838 
and  1858  (see  table,  p.  33).  By  1850,  the  total  population 
of  Portage  had  reached  1173.4  Fifty  percent  of  the  total 
population  and  60%  of  the  adult  population  were  foreign  born. 
Another  26%  came  from  New  England  and  New  York,  17%  of  the 
total  population  and  1%  of  the  adult  popualtion  from  Wisconsin 
and  surrounding  states,  and  only  5%  from  the  remaining  states. 

At  this  time,  the  Irish  composed  40%  of  adult  foreign  born 
population,  while  the  German  group  reached  only  2%.® 

A  population  composed  mainly  of  Yankees  and  an  even 
higher  number  of  foreign  born  appears  typical  for  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  between  1840  and  I860.®  By  1840,  the  New  Egland 
soil  had  become  depleted.  Wealthy  enough  to  improve  their 
financial  position  by  western  migration,  yet  without  other 
occupations  to  absorb  them,  New  Englanders  began  emmigrating 
westward  through  Upstate  New  York.  When  its  agricultural 

xButterf ield ,  1880:  430-31,  499,  588,  592. 

2l,ouis  Schultz,  1941;  Butterfield,  1880:  592;  Portage 
Week ly  Democrat ,  July  30,  1897;  Wisconsin  State  Register , 
"Twenty-four  Years  Ago:  Reminiscences  of  Portage,  Wisconsin," 
June  13,  1874. 

^Wisconsin  State  Register,  June  13,  1874;  Curtis, 

1974:  52-53: 

^Butterfield,  1880:  588;  Federal  Writer's  Project, 
1938:  35-36.  Since  Ward  I  had  not  been  created,  it  was  not 
possible  to  isolate  this  area  in  the  1850  census.  However, 
the  state  census  reported  612  in  1855  for  Ward  I.  From 
Butterfield,  1880:  590. 

®U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1850. 

6Nesbit,  1973:  148,  151. 
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TABLE  OF  POPULATION  COMPOSITION  OF  WARD  I1 


Origin 

18502 

1860 

1870 

1880 

1890  3 

Percentage  of  Total  Population 

New  England  & 

New  York: 

total 

26% 

13% 

26% 

5% 

4% 

adult 

27 

13 

11 

6 

7 

South  : 

total 

2 

1 

5 

0 

.2 

adul  t 

3 

3 

6 

0 

.  3 

Mid-At 1  ant i c : 

total 

3 

1 

2 

5 

8 

adult 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Mid-West 

total 

19 

33 

24 

54 

66 

adult 

7 

3 

3 

17 

40 

Total  of  foreign  born: 

total 

50 

52 

50 

41 

28 

adult 

60 

80 

85 

75 

51 

Irish: 

total 

31 

17 

11 

8 

3 

adult 

40 

33 

19 

17 

6 

German : 

total 

2 

18 

22 

24 

21 

adult 

2 

28 

42 

42 

27 

Percentage  of 

Foreign 

i  Born 

Irish  : 

total 

61 

17 

21 

20 

12 

adult 

67 

41 

28 

22 

12 

German : 

total 

3 

35 

45 

58 

73 

adult 

3 

35 

49 

56 

73 

Percent 

Male- Female- Children 

Total  Number^ 

1173 

741 

664 

652 

660 

Male 

41 

26 

25 

24 

27 

Fema le 

21 

22 

23 

24 

28 

Children 

38 

52 

52 

52 

45 

iThese  percentages  are  only  approximate. 

2The  year  1850  is  based  on  the  entire  population  of 
Portage,  not  just  Ward  I.  Ward  I  had  not  yet  been  created. 
3-rhe  1890  census  burned. 

4Not  a  percentage. 
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lands  were  opened  to  settlement,  they  proceeded  to  flood 
Wisconsin.  Undergoing  political  unrest  and  economic  insta¬ 
bility  at  home,  yet,  again,  properous  enough  to  migrate,  the 
Irish  generally  sought  urban  areas  or  towns  where  construction 
projects  for  railroads  or  canals  required  a  large  labor  force. 
Attracting  large  numbers  of  Irish  laborers,  the  construction 
of  the  Portage  Canal  had  begun  by  the  state  in  1838.1  Except 
for  the  small  percentage  of  German-born,  Portage's  population 
composition  paral leled  the  rest  of  the  state. 2 

Inspection  of  the  1850  census  indicates  a  largely 
mobile  population.  Of  the  adult  population,  41%  was  male 
while  21%  was  female. 2  in  addition,  the  census  listed  a  large 
number  of  males  as  lumberman  and  canal  diggers.  These  same 
individuals  generally  lived  in  boarding  houses,  called  hotels 
in  the  census,  or  with  private  families.  The  extremely  large 
size  of  the  households  is  in  part  explained  by  the  number  of 
boarders  they  housed.  Such  evidence  points  to  a  high  level 
of  mobility  with  a  small  stable  population  base.  This  con¬ 
tinuous  turnover  with  a  high  percentage  of  foreign  born  must 
have  resulted  in  considerable  social  instability  in  the  1850's. 

The  movement  of  people  and  goods  from  Wisconsin's 
waterways  into  the  interior  proved  to  be  one  of  the  state's 
most  difficult  problems.  The  diversification  and  growth  of 
the  pioneer  economy  depended  on  the  development  of  a  trans¬ 
portation  network. 4  Connecting  the  Great  Lakes  to  the 
Mississippi ,  the  Fox-Wisconsin  waterway  had  provided  such  a 
route  during  the  fur  trading  era.  Improvement  of  this  route 
offered  the  logical  solution. 

In  1837,  the  Portage  Canal  Company  received  a  charter 
to  build  a  canal  along  the  portage.  Work  began  in  1838  at 
the  Fox  River.  The  proposed  route  was  to  follow  what  is 
now  the  Wauona  Trail.  Becoming  too  expensive,  the  project 
was  soon  abandoned.  Investigating  the  possibility  of  its 
development  for  navigational  purposes,  Thomas  Jefferson 
Cram  surveyed  the  waterway  for  the  federal  government  in 
1839.5  After  the  admission  of  Wisconsin  to  the  Union  in  1848, 
the  federal  government  offered  the  state  a  land  grant  to 

lNesbit,  1973:  51,  103,  150-57;  Wi sconsin  State 
Register,  June  13,  1874. 

2Nesbit,  1973:  156-57. 

3u.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1850. 

^Nesbit,  1973:  189-90. 

5jones,  1914:  92;  Butterfield,  1880:  610;  Federal 
Writer's  Project,  1938:  40. 
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finance  the  building  of  the  canal  and  locks.  Guided  by  the 
State  Board  of  Public  Works,  construction  began  again  in 
1849  along  the  present  route  of  the  canal  (see  map  2) . 

Although  much  of  the  canal  was  excavated,  workers  again 
abandoned  the  project  in  1851.  Sales  from  the  land  grants 
failed  to  cover  the  cost  of  construction.  In  addition,  the 
canal  proved  too  small  to  accommodate  steam  ships  of  any 
size;  its  banks  remained  too  unstable;  and  navigation  of  the 
Wisconsin  River  was  still  extremely  difficult.  Neither  the 
state  nor  companies  created  for  the  purpose  were  able  to 
attract  enough  funding  to  adequately  complete  the  canal.  The 
project  lay  idle  through  the  1860’s. 1  The  booster  spirit, 
that  immense  desire  of  Midwestern  towns  to  materially  advance 
and  improve  themselves,  lost  the  necessary  impetus  to  com¬ 
plete  the  project  during  the  period  when  Wisconsin  could 
derive  the  greatest  benefit  from  it. 

Citizens  of  Portage  also  participated  in  the  brief 
enthusiasm  of  the  1840's  and  1850's  over  plank  roads.  In 
1851,  the  state  incorporated  the  Fort  Winnebago  and  Duck 
Creek  Plank  Road  Company,  a  joint  stock  company.  When  com¬ 
pleted,  sometime  between  1852  and  1855,  the  road  extended 
from  Pauquette  Street  south  on  Wisconsin  in  Portage  and 
terminated  near  Duck  Creek.  The  company  erected  two  toll- 
gate  houses  (#43)  at  either  terminus.  The  planks  served  as 
a  relatively  cheap  means  of  hard-surfacing  the  road  bed  to 
make  muddy  roads  more  passable.  Exactly  how  long  the  ori¬ 
ginal  plank  road  remained  in  use  is  not  clear.  Approximately 
the  same  road  bed  was  surfaced  with  concrete  in  1921.2  Such 
roads  offered  a  partial  solution  to  the  most  pressing  trans¬ 
portation  problem,  that  of  short  distance  travel.  Without 
adequate  roads,  agricultural  products  could  not  move. 

Lying  on  a  major  transportation  route  between 
Green  Bay  and  the  Mississippi,  Portage  attracted  a  large  volume 
of  the  trade  within  its  region.  It  directly  served  a  local 
radius  of  about  60  miles.  This  trade  fc  tered  Portage's 
rapid  growth  in  the  1850's. 3  Prior  to  the  1860’s,  Wisconsin 

Ijones,  1914:  91-93;  Federal  Writer's  Project,  1938: 
41-43;  Butterfield,  1880:  449,  610-11. 

2Nesbit,  1981:  181;  Dorothy  McCarthy,  "Tales  of  Old 
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Dorothy  McCarthy,  "Biography  of  a  Toll  Road"  in  Portage  Daily 
Register ,  Oct.  18,  1969,  p.  2;  Dorothy  McCarthy,  "The  Old  Plank 
Road"  in  Portage  Daily  Register ,  July  20,  1974,  p.  2;  Fort 
Winnebago  and  Duck  Creek  Plank  Road  Company,  1851-1874. 
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farmers  primarily  depended  on  one  cash  crop,  wheat,  for 
their  livelihood.  By  1860,  Wisconsin  had  become  the  leading 
grain  producing  state.  Their  profit  rested  upon  their  ability 
to  market  the  wheat  at  nearby  trading  centers.  Portage  served 
as  such  a  center  in  this  period. 1  In  addition  to  serving  the 
farmers,  Portage  supplied  the  lumber  companies  operating  to 
the  north  in  the  pine  forests.  The  lumber  rafts  began  to  des¬ 
cend  the  Wisconsin  to  the  Mississippi  in  1839.  Not  only  did 
the  city  supply  the  companies,  but  it  maintained  numerous 
hotels  to  house  the  lumbermen  as  well  as  transient  laborers 
working  on  the  canal  and,  later,  the  railroad.  Between  1838 
and  1860,  Portage  entrepreneurs  erected  at  least  eleven  hotels, 
all  located  in  Ward  I,  to  take  advantage  of  the  trade.  None 
of  these  hotels  remain.  Thus,  much  of  the  business  of  early 
Portage  centered  around  the  first  ward. 2 

During  the  1840's  and  beyond,  many  small  industries 
processed  local  products.  A  large  number  of  them  were  located 
in  the  first  ward:  the  lumber  yard  of  Michael  Van  Winter  (ca. 
1850) ;  the  sawmills  of  Solomon  Leach  (ca.  1843-1845)  and 
Campbell  and  Scott  (1850-1852);  the  planing  mill  of  Carnagie 
and  Learmonth  (1851);  the  flour  mill  of  McNeal  and  Burger 
(1854-1870);  the  grain  warehouse  of  C.W.  Mappa  (ca.  1851); 
the  iron  works  of  Smith  and  Blair  (1853) ;  the  Fife  Iron  Works; 
and  the  Epstein  Brewery  (1849). 3  Processing  local  raw  mater¬ 
ials;  barley,  wheat,  and  lumber;  the  local  brewery,  sawmills, 
and  flour  mills  remained  important  to  the  Wisconsin  economy 
through  the  1860's. 4  of  these  industries  only  one  building 
of  the  Epstein  Brewery  (#113)  now  stands.  Thus,  even  with¬ 
out  the  canal,  Portage  remained  at  least  a  regional  trading 
center,  suppling  local  farmers  and  lumbermen  and  processing 
their  products. _ 
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The  Establishment  of  the  Railroad:  1860-1880 

During  the  1860's  and  1870's,  Portage  appears  to 
remain  unstable  in  its  population  compostion  (see  table,  p. 
33).  From  1850,  the  percentage  of  foreign  born  increased, 
compensating  for  a  decline  in  the  numbers  from  the  New  England 
states.  However,  the  1860  census  reported  26%  of  all  the 
population  and  only  11%  of  the  adult  population  from  New 
England.  This  discrepancy  seems  to  represent  the  birth  of 
many  children  of  foreign  born  parentage  soon  after  their 
arrival  in  New  York.  The  numbers  of  Irish  markedly  decreased 
while  the  number  of  German  increased.  With  these  alterations 
in  the  population,  which  definately  de-accelerated  between 
1860  and  1870,  there  must  still  be  considerable  movement  into 
and  from  the  ward.  Visual  inspection  of  the  occupations 
listed  in  the  1860  census  indicates  a  large  number  of  laborers 
working  for  the  railroad  and  raftsmen.  Finally,  indicating 
a  decline  in  population,  the  census  of  1860  shows  55  unoccu¬ 
pied  houses.  Such  evidence  again  points  to  great  instability 
in  the  population.  On  the  other  hand,  perhaps  favoring  a 
slightly  more  permanent  population,  the  percentage  of  male 
and  female  adults  has  equalized  and,  toward  the  end  of  the 
period,  the  number  of  boarders  has  declined.  Probably  adding 
to  the  social  antagonisms  of  an  unstable  society,  clusters 
of  German  and  Irish  nationalities  appear  in  the  census. 

This  population  composition  in  Ward  I  was  present 
statewide.  By  1860,  the  number  of  Irish  had  dropped  in  defer¬ 
ence  to  those  of  German  and  Scandinavian  origin.  A  large 
influx  of  German  population  into  the  state  occurred  in  1866. 

By  1885,  one- third  of  Wisconsin's  population  was  of  German 
origin  or  descent.  The  Germans  left  their  homeland  as  the 
old  agrarian  order  began  to  collapse  in  the  face  of  rising 
industrialization.  They  evidently  desired  to  retain  their 
familiar  world.  The  German  Turnverein,  in  America  often 
dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  certain  elements  of  German 
culture,  was  organized  in  Portage  in  1877.1  jn  such  a  con¬ 
text,  the  reasons  why  Germans  enclaves  might  form  in  Portage 
become  more  clear.  In  addition,  the  nativistic  movement 
had  begun  by  the  1850's  in  the  Midwest.  However,  its  strength 
in  Portage  is  unknown . 2 

i-Nesbit,  1973:  155-56;  Butterfield,  1880:  661;  Kate 
Everest  Levi,  "Geographical  Origin  of  German  Immigration  to 
Wisconsin"  in  Collections  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin,  XIV  (1898),  p.  312-14. 

2Nesbit,  1973:  352. 
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Not  only  did  railroad  construction  attract  a  large 
number  of  foreign  born  workers,  but  it  had  a  definite  effect 
upon  the  growth  of  Portage.  Without  it,  Portage  would  have 
languished.  With  it,  its  economy  slowly  grew  in  new  directions. 


The  early  railroads  mainly  solved  local  transpor¬ 
tation  needs,  the  transportation  between  cities  or  to  the 
city's  hinterlands.  The  lack  of  standardized  equipment  hin¬ 
dered  long  distance  travel.  Hence,  products,  mainly  wheat 
in  Wisconsin,  were  gathered  from  rural  areas  and  shipped  to 
ports  of  the  Great  Lakes. 1  Since  the  building  of  the  rail¬ 
road  could  potentially  enhance  the  economy  of  the  urban  area 
and  its  rural  hiterlands,  local  communities  undertook  large 
promotional  campaigns  to  attract  the  railroad  by  raising 
bond  issues  in  their  support.  With  no  state  funds  forth¬ 
coming  for  their  construction,  private  investments  along 
with  federal  land  grants  supported  the  building  projects. 
These  communities  correctly  believed  that  the  railroad 
would  place  them  on  the  map  by  establishing  them  as  a  trade 
center.  Portage  became  one  of  these  communities . 2 


Portage  received  its  first  railroad  in  1857.  The 
La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee  Railroad  completed  its  line  from 
Milwaukee  to  Portage  in  1857  and  from  Portage  to  La  Crosse 
in  1858.  The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  established 
another  east-west  road  after  1863.  It  purchased  the  La 
Crosse  and  Milwaukee  line  from  Portage  to  La  Crosse  and  the 
Milwaukee  &  Western  from  Columbus  to  Milwaukee  and  then 
constructed  a  line  from  Columbus  to  Portage.  In  1871,  a  rail¬ 
road  was  opened  connecting  Madison  and  Portage.  The  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  leased  the  line  to  1878  and  then  pur¬ 
chased  it.  Finally,  the  Wisconsin  Central  from  Portage  to 
Lake  Superior  was  completed  in  1876.  The  Wisconsin  Central 
probably  erected  their  depot  which  is  still  standing  in  Ward 
I  in  the  1870's  (#162) . 3 


With  a  well  established  railroad  system.  Portage 
had  little  use  for  the  canal  which  was  completed  in  1876. 

In  1870,  the  federal  government  had  agreed  to  improve  the  Fox- 
Wisconsin  waterways.  Beginning  in  1874,  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  supervised  the  project.  Conro,  Starke  and  Company 
of  Milwaukee  excavated  a  75  foot  wide  and  9  foot  deep  trench, 

3-Nesbit ,  1973  :  193-96. 
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3Butterfield,  1880:  488-93;  Jones,  1914:  100-102; 
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placing  timber  and  pile  revetments  on  its  sides  and  a  lock 
at  either  end  of  the  canal.  Although  the  canal  and  22  locks  on 
the  Fox  River  were  finally  completed,  the  improvements  of  the 
Wisconsin  were  never  finished.  Much  of  the  commerce  from 
Portage  went  down  the  Fox.  After  the  government  set  estab¬ 
lished  rates,  the  railroads  slowly  drove  the  steam  boats  out 
of  business.  As  a  consequence,  the  canal  saw  active  use 
for  only  a  short  period  of  time.l 

After  the  Civil  War,  the  lumber  industry  expanded 
in  Wisconsin.  Settlement  of  Illinois,  especially  Chicago, 
and  the  prairie  states  to  the  west  created  a  tremendous 
demand  for  the  product.  The  industry  boomed  through  the 
1860's.  Before  the  railroads  reached  the  pine  forests  of 
northern  Wisconsin  in  the  1880's,  logs  were  rafted  down  the 
Wisconsin.  Providing  accommodations  for  raftsmen,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  first  ward,  and  foodstuffs  and  other  goods 
for  the  pineries,  Portage  continued  to  serve  the  lumbermen 
during  this  era.  Since  mills  at  the  pineries  generally  rough- 
cut  the  lumber.  Portage  never  became  a  lumber  milling  center. 
During  the  1860's  and  1870' s,  the  city  only  claimed  two  planing 
mills  and  one  sawmill.  Wholesale  houses  on  the  Mississippi 
or  at  other  points  of  destination  finished  the  lumber  into 
boards.  After  the  railroads  replaced  rafting  as  a  means  of 
moving  the  logs  in  the  1880 's,  the  importance  of  the  lumber 
industry  to  Portage  declined  considerably . ^ 

Processing  and  shipping  the  goods.  Portage  retained 
its  regional  rural  trade  between  1860  and  1880.  Although 
there  was  a  slightly  larger  variety  of  industries.  Portage 
continued  to  process  local  agricultural  products.  The  rail¬ 
road  had  not  yet  greatly  affected  the  types  of  industry  in 
Portage.  It  did  undoubtedly  provide  a  more  accessible  mar¬ 
ket  and  allowed  the  expansion  of  previously  established  concerns 

Portage's  larger  industries  remained  in  Ward  I. 

They  included  two  planning  mills,  one  sawmill,  a  flour  mill 
and  wheat  storage  facility,  the  Epstein  Brewery,  2  to  3  tan¬ 
neries,  an  iron  foundry  and  agricultural  implement  manufac¬ 
turer,  the  marble  works  of  B.  &  H.  Dougherty  (1860)  and 
Groth  and  Stotzer  (1879),  and  a  cheese  factory.  Carnegie  and 
Prescott  and  R.B.  Wentworth  both  erected  planing  mills  in  1876 
and  1879  to  finish  rough-cut  lumber.  The  Craig  Sawmill  was 
established  sometime  prior  to  1870.  These  mills  hardly  created 
a  lumber  milling  center.  The  tanneries,  one  in  1860  and  two 
or  three  in  1870,  multiplied  in  Wisconsin  in  the  1860's  to 
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serve  war  needs.  They  remained  mainly  local  concerns.  Ini¬ 
tially  founded  in  1863,  the  foundary  in  Portage  underwent  num¬ 
erous  owners.  It  manufactured  a  small  variety  of  agricultural 
implements.  Such  industries  were  again  only  small,  local 
businesses  in  this  period. 

In  the  1860's,  flour  mills  processed  only  local 
materials.  S.S.  Case  in  1860  and  R.B.  Wentworth  (#114)  in 
1862  erected  grain  elevators  and  Fred  Siever  Krop  &  Brothers 
established  a  flour  mill  in  1870.  Much  of  the  Wisconsin  grain 
was  simply  shipped  east  by  rail  from  Milwaukee,  Racine,  and 
Chicago.  Although  wheat  yields  had  noticeably  diminished  by 
1870,  Wisconsin  farmers  did  not  find  an  alternative  in  dairy 
products  until  the  1880's.  N.H.  Wood  founded  an  early  cheese 
factory  in  the  first  ward  in  1874. 1 

This  era  between  1860  and  1880  proved  to  be  a  period 
of  transition.  The  railroad  did  not  qualitatively  affect 
local  industry  until  the  end  of  the  19th  century.  The  decline 
of  lumbering  and  wheat  agriculture  would  markedly  change 
Portage's  economy  in  the  next  period. 


Industrial  Growth:  1880-1900 

Although  population  trends  initiated  during  the 
earlier  years  continued,  at  least  its  composition  appears  to 
have  stabilized.  The  number  of  boarders  had  also  declined 
significantly.  However,  Nesbit  notes  the  existence  of  much 
mobility.  But,  the  direction  of  this  movement  began  to  change 
toward  the  end  of  the  century  to  a  rural  to  urban  migration 
rather  than  immigration  to  the  prairie  states  farther  west. 2 
Thus,  mobility  became  more  localized. 

In  Ward  I,  the  population  emmigrating  from  other 
states  dropped  to  a  minimum  and  those  born  in  the  Midwest, 

16%  of  the  adults  and  52%  of  the  total  population,  rose  (see 
table,  p.  33).  Reflecting  the  children  of  foreign  born  par- 
ents  born  in  Wisconsin,  the  percentage  of  foreign  born  dropped 

^L.H.  Chapin,  1870;  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
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slightly.  The  Germans  remained  the  largest  element  in  the 
population.  Dominated  by  Germans  and  Scandinavians ,  the 
state  population  composition  paralleled  that  of  Portage.  A 
second  wave  of  German  immigration  occurred  in  the  late  1880 's. 
Dealing  with  the  language  barrier,  the  City  of  Portage  received 
enough  peoples  of  German  extraction  to  affect  the  high  school 
ciriculum  during  this  period. 1  Clustering  by  place  of  birth 
in  the  census  points  to  the  continued  existence  of  enclaves. 
Such  ethnic  exclusiveness  remained  in  small  towns  and  rural 
areas  or  by  ward  in  larger  communities  until  the  turn  of  the 
century . 2 

During  or  perhaps  somewhat  prior  to  the  1880's,  the 
number  of  social  organizations,  i.e.,  social  clubs,  etc., 
expanded.  City  improvements  accelerated:  the  municipal  owner¬ 
ship  of  water,  poor  relief,  gas  lighting  and  later  electricity, 
the  telephone,  parks,  a  hospital,  and  library. 3  Although 
such  improvements  are  usually  instigated  by  a  small  core  of 
the  citizenry,  at  least  Portage  had  gained  enough  stability 
and  self-identity  to  spark  the  necessary  interest.  Rather 
than  a  city  of  divergent  elements,  Portage  was  now  becoming 
a  community.  The  closing  of  the  lumber  era,  for  Portage  by 
1880,  and  the  completion  of  the  railroad  lines  probably  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  new  stability. 4 

By  the  1880's,  Portage's  industrial  development  began 
to  shift  away  from  solely  processing  local  raw  materials. 

Those  cities  whose  industrial  and  commercial  livelihood  had 
depended  upon  lumbering  and  grain  agriculture  now  underwent  a 
period  of  adjustment  to  find  alternatives.  As  in  other  small 
cities  of  Wisconsin,  Portage  developed  an  identification  with 
a  few  major  industries.  Now  more  standardized  and  used  for 
long  range  transport,  the  railroad  brought  such  towns  in  con¬ 
tact  with  sources  of  raw  materials  and  markets  far  beyond  their 
immediate  hinterlands.  Thus,  the  city  which  served  a  broad 
agricultural  region  was  no  longer  forced  to  provide  a  wide 
range  of  local  crafts;  some  standardized  products  could  be 
acquired  wholesale  from  other  urban  areas. ^  This  alteration 
from  a  local  craft  base  to  the  development  of  larger  indus- 
tries  produced  some  transiency  among  the  labor  force,  but  it 
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could  not  match  the  instability  created  by  the  large  and  con¬ 
tinual  turnover  in  the  population  of  earlier  periods. 

Ward  I  continued  to  be  the  center  of  industrial 
growth.  Some  long-established  industries  remained.  The 
Epstein  Brewery  expanded.  Eulberg  Brothers  Brewery,  located 
outside  the  ward,  was  founded  in  1884.  Moving  within  Ward  I, 

Groth  &  Stotzer  Marble  Works  along  with  the  Hanley  &  Dougherty 
Marble  Works  remained.  Although  several  lumber  companies 
existed.  Van  Dusen  &  Company  and  Carnegie  &  Prescott,  two  of 
the  small  number  of  sawmills  ever  established  in  Portage,  dis¬ 
appeared.  The  feed  and  flour  mill  of  James  C.  McKenzie  and 
Wentworth's  or  I.W.  York's  grain  elevator  (#214)  operated 
during  this  period.  Also,  one  iron  foundry,  now  J.  Baird  & 
Company,  remained. 1 

By  the  1890's,  Portage  supported  at  least  three 
creameries  including  Knack  Brothers  and  the  Henry  Williams 
Creamery.  One  business  manufactured  cream  extractors. 2  With 
soil  depletion  advancing  in  the  1880' s,  Wisconsin  farmers  had 
begun  to  seek  a  stable  alternative  to  wheat  in  dairying.  Prior 
to  the  centralization  of  cheese  making  by  delivery  of  milk  to 
one  local  factory  in  the  1880 's,  it  remained  a  home  industry. 

After  chemical  processes  became  more  fully  understood  by  1900, 
the  industry  expanded.  The  introduction  of  the  cream  separ¬ 
ator  in  the  1880 's  also  eased  the  process  of  butter  production. 
Before  the  railroad  reached  Portage,  it  had  been  impossible  to 
market  perishable  dairy  products  beyond  the  local  area  except 
in  the  form  of  cheese. J 

Later  to  become  one  of  Portage's  major  industries, 
the  Portage  Hoisery  Company  was  founded  in  1878  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  district  of  Portage.  The  yarn  factory  and  knitting 
rooms  (#215)  were  erected  on  the  south  side  of  the  canal  in 
1881.  It  later  expanded  at  this  spot,  adding  an  office 
building  in  1893,  a  warehouse  in  1912,  and  a  washhouse  in 
1924.  The  company  produced  heavy  wool  socks  and  heavy  men's 
hose.  Its  market  spread  throughout  the  northern  United  States. 4 

^Portage  Weekly  Democrat ,  July  30,  1897;  Wright, 

1890;  Portage  Daily  Register,  Sept.  3,  1909;  Rockwood  &  Goodell, 
1885;  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1880. 

2u.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1890;  Wright,  1890; 

Rockwell  &  Goodell,  1885;  Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company, 

Ltd.,  1894. 

3Nesbit,  1973:  284-93;  Jones,  1914:  124-27. 

4 Portage  Dai ly  Register ,  Sept.  3,  1909;  Portage  Register 
Democrat ,  August  29,  1938;  Jones,  1914:  203-205;  Federal  Writer ' s 
Project,  1938:  52;  Portage  High  School,  1949-51:  2,  23,  87. 


Thus,  in  the  1880's  and  1890's,  Portage  became  identified  with 
several  major  industries,  the  Portage  Hoisery  Company  in  parti¬ 
cular. 


Portage  As  a  Small  Industrial  Center:  1900-1930 

With  minor  adjustments,  the  population  composition 
of  Ward  I  remained  stable  (see  table,  p.  33).  The  high  foreign 
born  population  persisted.  Inhabitants  directly  from  Germany 
or  of  German  extraction  clearly  dominated  this  group.  Much 
of  the  37%  of  the  adult  population  born  in  Wisconsin  were  sec¬ 
ond  generation  Germans.  Marking  the  margins  with  street  names, 
the  1900  manuscript  population  schedules  clearly  indicate  a 
door-to-door  survey.  Even  by  1900,  the  German  enclaves  are 
still  present  in  Ward  I.  Some  social  exclusiveness  may  have 
still  existed. 1 

Portage  still  continued  as  an  important  trade  and 
retail  center.  A  terminal  point,  it  served  as  a  railroad 
transportation  center  for  the  state  until  1930.  In  1925,  the 
railroad  itself  employed  375  men  as  opposed  to  the  800  employed 
by  other  industries. 2 

Between  1900  and  1920,  businessmen  of  Portage  actively 
launched  a  program  to  attract  more  industry  to  the  city.  Such 
efforts  were  boosted  by  the  Kewanas  Club,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  the  Portage  Advancement  Association.  They  offered 
free  factory  sites,  raised  bond  issues  to  support  industry,  and 
widely  promoted  the  project  in  Portage’s  many  newspapers.  These 
efforts  directly  resulted  in  the  founding  of  only  a  few  indus¬ 
tries:  the  foundry  of  Thomas  Swanson,  the  United  Cigar  Company 
(1903),  and  the  Heinz  Pickle  Company  (1904). 3  Such  boosterism 
was  common  in  the  later  19th  and  early  20th  centuries  in 
Midwestern  towns.  Not  only  serving  individual  desires  for 
material  progress,  it  often  served  to  unit  disparate  elements 
of  the  community  behind  a  single  goal. 

Portage  developed  several  large  industries  between 
1900  and  1930:  the  Heinz  Pickle  Receiving  Station  and  the 
United  Cigar  Company  warehouses.  The  Portage  Hoisery  Company 
and  perhaps  the  Knack  Brothers  Creamery,  which  moved  to  lar- 
ger  quarters  in  1928  and  was  the  Portage  Cooperative  Creamery 


3-U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1900. 
2Federal  Writer's  Project,  1938:  53-54. 
3Federal  Writer's  Porject,  1938:  50-53. 
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by  that.  date  (#94),  also  remained  dominant  industries.  A 
multitude  of  smaller  industries  became  established:  The  Portaye 
Boat  and  Engine  Company,  the  Portage  Rug  Company,  The  Portage 
Underwear  Company,  the  Cochane  Tile  Company,  a  celluloid  manu¬ 
facturer,  the  Freeland  Tank  Company,  the  Portaye  Ice  Company, 
the  Sanborne  Ice  Company,  the  Portage  Woolen  Mill  (#66),  and 
the  Wisconsin  Rabbit  Fur  and  Products  Company.  The  breweries, 
feed  and  yrain  storage  companies  (#114),  the  Portage  Iron 
Works,  lumber  yards,  and  marble  works  survived  from  a  previous 
period. 1  Thus,  in  terms  of  social  and  economic  developments, 
the  main  focal  point  during  the  early  20th  century  had  become 
Portage's  industries. 

From  the  17th  century  through  to  the  19th  century, 
the  portaye  or  the  City  of  Portage  remained  an  important  trade 
and  transportation  center.  The  emphasis  changed:  from  furs 
to  crafts  and  the  servicing  of  the  northern  pineries,  to  the 
growth  of  local  service  industries,  and  finally  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  several  large  concerns  with  broad  markets.  Then, 
Portage's  major  historical  importance  lies  in  its  ability  to 
remain  the  nexus  of  a  regional  transportation  system  through 
the  centuries. 


INVESTIGATION  RESULTS  AND  CONCLUSIONS 
Insignificant  Areas 

The  strong  20th  century  boosterism  partly  responsible 
for  the  development  of  Portage  into  a  true  community  also 
gradually  destroyed  one  of  the  most  historically  significant 
sections  of  the  city,  its  industrial  center.  In  their  desire 
for  improvement,  Portage  and  similar  towns  gradually  leveled 
larye  sections  of  their  industrial  centers.  Material  and 
spiritual  needs  of  the  second  half  of  the  20th  century  could 
not  be  contained  in  older  industrial  buildings. 

_  A  close  comparison  of  historical  maps  back  through 

^-Federal  Writer’s  Project,  1938:  52-53;  Portage 
Bicentennial  Committee,  Bicentennial  of  the  American  Revolution : 
Where  the  North  Begins :  1776-1976  (Portage:  Portage  Bicenntenial 
Committee,  1976),  n.p.;  Smith-Bauman  Directory  Company,  1929- 
1930;  J.T.  Farrell,  1917-1918;  F.H.  Voshardt,  1910;  Moore 
Company,  1908-1909. 
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time  with  the  structure  by  structure  survey  completed  during 
this  project  revealed  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  struc¬ 
tures  dating  prior  to  1930  no  longer  stand.  The  1929,  1918, 
1910,  1901,  1894,  and  1885  Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company, 
Ltd.  Maps  and  the  1890  and  1873  plat  maps!  were  compared  with 
the  survey  data.  This  analysis  provides  a  rough  estimate  of 
the  total  numbers  of  buildings  standing  during  three  periods: 
prior  to  1873,  1873-1890/94,  and  1890/94  to  1929  and,  of  these, 
the  number  which  no  longer  stand  in  1981.  Of  those  buildings 
built  between  the  1890 's  and  1919,  22%  no  longer  remain  in 
1981.  Of  those  built  between  1873  and  the  1890's,  50%  have 
been  destroyed.  Finally,  of  those  built  prior  to  1873,  66% 
are  now  gone.  Taking  into  account  alterations  of  the  remaining 
structures,  it  becomes  clear  from  this  rather  inexact  analysis 
that  much  of  the  present  streetscapes  hardly  resemble  those 
of  80  or  more  years  ago. 

Only  seven  industrial  structures  or  complexes  remain 
from  1930  or  before  (see  fig.  3-5) .  They  include  a  woolen 
mill  (#66),  the  Portage  Hoisery  Company  (#215),  the  Wentworth 
elevator  (#214),  the  Portage  Cooperative  Creamery  (#94),  the 
Epstein  Brewery  (#113),  a  building  which  was  probably  once 
part  of  the  Portage  Iron  Foundry  (#56),  and  the  T.H.  Cochrane 
Warehouse  built  between  1901  and  1910  (#55).  Because  of 
their  dispersal  through  the  ward,  alterations  in  some  of  the 
structures,  and  the  change  of  their  building  context,  these 
buildings  did  not  constitute  a  significant  industrial  district. 
However,  some  of  them  may  be  individually  significant  struc¬ 
tures.  Although  a  greater  share  of  the  commerical  buildings, 
mainly  along  Wisconsin  and  West  Cook,  still  stand  from  the 
1920's,  many  of  these  buildings  have  been  severely  altered 
(see  figs.  1-2  and  #88-98  and  100) . 

One  of  the  earliest  centers  of  the  settlement  of 
Portage  and  Ward  I  lies  at  the  intersection  of  Wauona  Trail 
and  Wisconsin  Street  and  adjacent  stretches  of  both  streets. 
This  area  has  experienced  considerable  modification  so  that 
very  likely  none  of  the  original  complex  remains.  Although 
there  may  be  some  sporadic  historical  archaeological  remains, 
the  area  has  received  sufficient  alteration  through  time  to 
drastically  limit  them. 

Some  groups  of  domestic  dwellings  remain  intact  and 
probably  in  their  original  setting.  The  study  isolated  some 
potential  National  Register  districts  for  further  examination 
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Harrison  and  Warner,  1873;  C.M.  Foote  &  Co.  1890. 


(see  map  2).  In  areas  outside  these  locations,  lack  of  an 
original  historical  setting  and  alteration  or  a  high  des¬ 
truction  rate  eliminated  many  from  consideration  for  the 
creation  of  districts.  The  study  did  recommend  some  individual 
examples  of  the  most  numerous  types  of  buildings  for  further 
consideration . 


Then,  first  attacking  the  question  of  preservation 
in  Portage  from  a  negative  perspective,  those  areas  which 
should  not  be  considered  for  the  creation  of  National 
Register  districts  lie  outside  the  dashed  lines  on  map  2. 

For  the  most  part,  they  no  longer  represent  any  historical 
period  in  the  first  ward. 


Significant  Resources 


Significant  Areas 

Three  significant  areas  for  preservation  remain: 
the  canal  and  Fort  Winnebago  complex,  some  possible  areas  of 
industrial  housing,  and  some  individual  buildings. 

Considered  as  a  separate  entity,  the  Portage  Canal 
would  not  attain  sufficient  significance  to  merit  additional 
study.  Although  conceived  during  the  1840 's  and  1850 's  when 
canals  became  one  solution  for  the  tremendous  transportation 
problem  facing  the  region,  the  Portage  Canal  was  constructed 
long  after  this  period.  Its  completion  in  1876  was  an  anti¬ 
climax.  Superceding  the  need  for  such  a  water  route,  the 
railroad  had  crossed  the  canal  almost  20  years  before.  It 
saw  only  occassional  use  by  commercial  shipping  in  the  1870's 
and  1880's  and  perhaps  into  the  1890's.l  in  addition,  many  of 
the  buildings  which  now  grace  its  shore  were  not  present 
during  its  final  period  of  construction  and  short  period  of 
use  (see  figs.  6-7).  Finally,  the  canal  itself  has  suffered 
some  alteration  and  deterioration.  The  width  of  the  canal 
has  been  restricted  at  Adams  Street  by  the  addition  of  fill, 
the  Wisconsin  lock  was  redone  in  1928,  the  Fox  lock  has  been 
replaced  by  an  earthen  dam,  and  the  revetments  along  the  sides 
are  greatly  deteriorated. 2  Hence,  the  canal  neither  relates 
to  its  original  context,  except  toward  the  northeast  end  where 

^Schultz,  1941:  Federal  Writer's  Project,  1938:  38. 

2lnterview  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Wright,  413  Adams 
Street,  Portage;  the  Porter  Photographic  Collection  housed  in 
the  Portage  Free  Library;  Frank  and  Stein  Associates,  Inc.,  1968. 


there  never  were  many  structures,  nor  to  the  period  of  history 
that  it  truly  represents.  It  only  preserves  an  historical 
idea:  the  intention  of  early  Portage  citizens  and  the  state 
and  federal  governments  to  construct  a  canal  to  provide  a 
much  needed  thoroughfare  from  the  Great  Lakes  into  the  north¬ 
west  territory.  But,  it  does  recognize  the  struggle  of  early 
western  states  to  resolve  their  internal  transportation  pro¬ 
blems.  Then,  in  its  relationship  to  its  past  history  the 
canal  begins  to  gain  significance. 

The  canal's  historical  integrity  further  strengthens 
if  considered  in  conjunction  with  related  historic  sites. 

Fort  Winnebago  (#142)  and  perhaps  the  tollgate  house  (#43) 
of  the  long-defunct  plank  road.  The  government  constructed 
the  fort  to  protect  the  water  route  and  ultimately  bring  the 
arm  of  government  into  the  northwest  territory.  Only  the 
Surgeon's  Quarters  (#142),  the  Indian  Agency  (#144)  and, 
although  moved,  the  Merrell  house  (#126)  remain  from  that  era. 
Archaeological  excavations  of  1967  indicate  that  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  the  fort's  buildings  probably  remain.  However, 
much  of  the  fort  proper  lies  on  private  land.  At  the  time 
of  the  excavation,  the  owners  were  adverse  to  any  archaeolog¬ 
ical  work  on  their  property. 1  This  problem  does  not  reduce 
the  significance  of  the  site. 

Associated  with  and  serving  traders  and  members  of 
the  fort,  was  a  small  community  along  the  east  and  west  banks 
of  the  Fox.  Henry  Merrell' s  dwelling,  now  located  on  Cook 
Street  (#126),  once  stood  close  to  the  juncture  of  Highway  33 
and  the  Fox  River,  to  the  west  side.  It  is  a  rather  elaborate, 
two  story,  frame,  temple  style  Greek  Revival  structure.  A 
large  merchandising  establishment  stood  next  to  it.^  Several 
other  trading  establishments  and  the  lock  tender's  house  com¬ 
pleted  the  complex  (see  fig.  9) .  A  series  of  depressions  found 
on  private  property  in  the  vicinity  of  #147,  just  west  of  the 
Fox  and  north  of  Highway  33,  may  be  vestiges  of  the  small 
settlement . 

The  plank  road  tollgate  house  (#43,  see  fig.  8), 
now  across  the  road  from  its  original  location,  also  stands 
as  a  reminder  of  this  early  transportation  dilenma.  Located 
along  Route  51,  it  is  also  divest  of  its  original  context. 
Unlike  the  canal,  the  project  was  conceived  and  executed  during 
the  "plank  road  fad"  of  the  1850's.  However,  in  addition  to 

^Brandon,  1967. 

2a.J.  Turner,  1903:  27. 
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being  out  of  its  context,  the  building  has  been  moved  several 
times.  Also,  the  residential  section  of  the  tollgate  house 
has  been  removed.  Whether  this  section  was  original  to  the 
1850's  structure  is  uncertain.!  This  canal-fort-tollgate 
house  complex  then  represents  an  extremely  important  theme 
in  the  early  history  of  Wisconsin  and  other  Midwestern  states. 

The  survey  isolated  several  residential  areas  for 
further  attention.  Probably  originally  erected  by  industrial 
workers,  most  of  these  buildings  were  never  very  elaborate. 

Such  dwellings  tend  to  undergo  greater  modification  than  the 
more  elaborate  ones.  Hence,  when  contemplating  condition  of 
the  structures,  the  degree  of  alteration  of  each  example 
becomes  an  important  consideration.  In  this  preliminary  study, 
these  modi f ications  could  not  be  carefully  considered.  There¬ 
fore,  the  report  recommended  areas  of  potential  significance 
rather  than  individual  structures  for  future  research. 

To  gain  an  understanding  of  the  range  of  housing 
represented  in  the  survey,  the  structures  were  typed  according 
to  formal  categories  generally  employed  in  the  study  of  verna¬ 
cular  architecture.  Unlike  the  more  traditional  acedemic 
housing  styles,  which  are  based  upon  ornament,  formal  types 
are  primarily  based  on  the  shape  of  the  structure.!  The  sur¬ 
vey  identified  ten  different  types.  These  house  types  were 
approximately  dated  by  comparing  available  maps. 

Built  between  1850  and  1870,  the  Greek  Revival  ell 
(see  fig.  10)  consisted  of  one  main  15s  to  2  story  rectangular 
block  whose  eaves  face  the  street.  A  1  to  l*s  story  wing  jet¬ 
ted  out  from  one  side.  It  often  showed  no  elaborations.  Some 
houses  of  this  type  show  the  Greek  Revival  return  or  a  full 
pediment  across  the  front  and  rear  facades.  A  few  were  ela¬ 
borated  with  rectangular  sidelights  and/or  transoms.  Erected 
during  the  same  period,  the  Greek  Revival  temple  (see  fig.  11) 
followed  the  external  lines  of  the  ell  form,  but  lacked  the 
wing.  Again,  erected  between  1850  and  1870,  the  1  story  ell 
form  is  a  1  or  1*5  story  ell-shaped  house  (see  fig.  14)  ,  often 
devoid  of  decoration.  Utilized  between  1850  and  1880,  the 

lBartnick,  1979:  figs.  33-34. 

2For  a  study  of  vernacular  housing  see  Henry  Glassie, 
Folk  Housing  in  Middle  Virgini a  (Knoxville:  The  University  of 
Tennessee  Press,  1975)T  and  Pattern  in  Material  Culture  of  the 
Eastern  United  States  (Philidelphia :  University  of  Pennsylvania 
Press,  1968).  For  an  example  of  the  academic  approach  to 
building  styles  in  Wisconsin  see  Richard  Perrin,  The  Architecture 
of  Wi scons in  (Madison:  The  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin, 
1967) . 


View  of  208-214  Wisconsin  Street  near  West  Canal  (#95-97) 

Figure  1 


View  of  226-260  Wisconsin  Street  near  Lock  (#88-93) 

Figure  2 


Epstein  Brewery  at  401  East  Edgewater  and  Jefferson  (#113) 

Figure  3 


Portage  Hoisery  Company  at  115  Mullett  Street  (#215) 

Figure  4 


Photograph  of  Portage  lloisery  Company  ca.  1900  (#215) 

(located  at  the  Columbia  Co.  Historical  Society) 
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View  of  Canal  Looking  east  from  Wisconsin  Street 

Figure  6 
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View  of  canal  looking  west  from  Wisconsin  Street 

Figure  7 
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Tollgate  House  of  plank  road  at  Wisconsin  and  Ontario  Streets 

(#43) 


Figure  8 
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Remains  of  the  Lock  Tender's  House  at  the  east  end  of  the 

canal  (#145) 

Figure  9 


Example  of  a  Greek  Revival  ell  house  type  at  131  Mullett 

Figure  10 
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Example  of  a  Greek 


Revival  Temple  House  Type 
Edgewater  (#110) 

Figure  11 


at  317  East 
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Example  of  an  I  house  type  at  130  Thompson  and  Pauquette 

Streets  (#38) 

Figure  12 
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Example  of  a  one  story  rectangular  cottage  house  type  at 

118  Washington  (#18) 

Figure  13 


Example  of  a  one  story  ell  house  type  at  309  Wisconsin 

(The  house  was  initially  built  as  a  one  story  rectangular  cot¬ 
tage  and  later  reversed  in  orientation  to  create  a  one  story  ell. 

(#42) 


Figure  14 
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Example  of  a  one  story  square  cottage  house  type  at  263 

East  Edgewater  (#85) 
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Figure  15 
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Example  of  a  one  and  a  half  to  two  story  ell  house  type 
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at  327  East  Edgewater  (#112) 
Figure  16 
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xamplc  of  a  Neo-Classical  house  type  at  306-314  East  Edgewater 

(#102,  103,  104) 

Figure  17 
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Example  of  a  Queen  Anne  house  type  at  1114  Wauona  Trail 


(#154) 
Figure  18 


Example  of  a  Bungaloid  house  type  at  109  Brady  (#29) 

Figure  19 


one  story  rectangular  cottage  (fig.  13)  consisted  of  only  two 
rooms  in  its  main  section.  Its  eaves  faced  the  road.  Owners 
occassionally  enlarged  it  with  a  lean-too  or  ell  at  the  rear. 
Again,  it  lacks  decoration.  The  survey  recorded  10  Greek 
Revival  ells,  22  Greek  Revival  temples,  8  one  story  ells, 
and  20  one  story  rectangular  cottages. 

The  I  house  or  hall  and  parlor  form,  1*5  story  square 
ells,  and  one  story  square  houses  were  generally  constructed 
later  in  the  19th  century.  Having  a  long  time  depth,  the  I 
house  (see  fig.  12)  was  built  between  1850  and  1890.  The 
eaves  of  this  1*5  to  2  story  rectangular  box  paralleled  the 
road.  The  main  section  is  one  room  deep  and  at  least  two 
rooms  long.  If  the  rooms  are  of  equal  length,  the  structure 
is  termed  an  I  house.  If  the  house  is  assymetrically  arranged 
then  it  is  a  hall  and  parlor  house.  From  exterior  examination 
these  types  can  not  usually  be  distinguished.  A  lean-too  or 
ell  often  enlarged  them  at  the  rear.  In  Ward  I,  these  houses 
many  times  sported  a  steep  central  dormer  in  the  front  facade 
with  a  rounded  window,  perhaps  attributable  to  the  influence 
of  the  Gothic  style  of  ornament.  The  l*s  to  2  story  ell  (fig. 
14)  lasted  from  1880  to  1910.  Probably  derived  from  the  Greek 
Revival  ell,  this  version  also  had  a  main  section  of  1*5  to  2 
stories  whose  gable  faced  the  main  street.  A  1  to  2  story 
wing  was  placed  on  one  side.  It  usually  lacks  ornament.  This 
later  ell  varies  from  the  Greek  Revival  on  the  exterior  mainly 
in  the  steeper  pitch  of  the  roof  and  its  complete  absence  of 
elaboration.  On  the  interior,  the  floor  plan  is  much  less 
regular  than  the  Greek  Revival's.  Built  between  1870  and  1900 
the  1  or  1 *5  story  square  house  (fig.  15)  was  usually  square  or 
slightly  rectangular  with  a  hipped  or  pyramid  roof.  It  often 
displayed  the  peaked  dormer  described  for  the  I  house.  Later 
varieties  acquired  bays  and  still  later  Neo-Classical  or  Queen 
Anne  decoration  mentioned  below.  There  were  24  I  houses,  44 
1*5  to  2  story  ells,  and  14  one  story  square  houses. 

Dating  after  1890,  the  three  later  types  were  gen¬ 
erally  distinguished  by  some  ornament  and  were  almost  always 
inspired  by  architectural  pattern  books  of  the  period.  The 
later  Queen  Anne  (fig.  18),  dating  between  1890  and  1910,  was 
in  Ward  I,  a  long,  narrow  2  story  structure  common  to  urban 
or  town  settings.  Their  irregular  massing  distinguished  their 
shape.  Towers,  bays,  and  multiple  roof  peaks  accentuated  this 
irregularity.  Shingling  often  decorates  the  towers  or  roof 
dormers.  Fussey  porches,  generally  Eastlake  in  style,  sur¬ 
rounded  their  bottom  stories.  The  Neo-Classical  type  came  in 
multiple  forms.  A  reaction  against  the  irregular  Queen  Anne, 
its  form  was  more  symmetrical,  usually  rectangular  or  square. 
These  straight  lines  might  be  interrupted  by  a  bay.  The 
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general  intent  was  to  vaguely  copy  America's  colonial  style, 
but  the  copy  proved  to  be  very  inexact.  The  most  common 
form  was  a  plain,  two  story  square  house  with  a  hipped  or 
pyramid  roof  (fig.  17).  Some  received  a  pedimented  facade 
and  cornices  with  dentil  moldings.  More  elaborate  doors 
might  have  a  broken  pediment  above  it  with  pilasters  along 
the  side.  One  was  stuccoed  and  decorated  with  half-timbering. 
The  Dutch  colonial  was  topped  with  a  gambrel  roof.  Dating 
between  1910  and  1930,  the  rectangular  bungaloid's  large 
front  gable  often  faces  the  street  (fig.  19).  It  was  almost 
always  1  or  l’s  stories.  Their  exteriors  were  often  graced 
by  the  round-columned  Neo-Classical  porches,  shingling  in 
their  top  half,  brackets  or  extensions  of  their  rafters,  and 
stickwork  in  the  eaves.  Dormers  to  the  side  are  common. 

There  were  2  Queen  Annes,  10  Neo-Classical  types,  and  23 
bungaloids.  Seven  houses  had  received  so  much  alteration 
that  their  type  could  not  be  discerned. 

The  survey  isolated  several  clusters  of  vernacular 
dwellings  which  might  receive  consideration  in  later  phases 
of  study  as  potential,  locally  significant  National  Register 
districts.  Each  area  gains  significance  for  similar  reasons. 

As  stated  previously,  these  groups  of  residential  houses  repre¬ 
sent  the  most  common  forms  of  industrial  housing  in  Portage. 
They  depict  significant  themes  in  the  late  19th  century  his¬ 
tory  of  Portage.  Rather  than  being  unique  examples  of  archi¬ 
tecture,  these  dwellings  illustrate  a  large  cross-section  of 
Portage's  population.  The  areas  themselves  were  isolated 
from  surrounding  structures  because  of  the  integrity  of  the 
houses  themselves  and  of  their  neighborhoods.  The  common, 
vernacular  or  local  house  types  from  one  time  period,  a  span 
of  20  to  30  years,  compose  each  area.  1  There  are  few  intru¬ 
sions  from  another  time  period.  Finally,  these  examples  have 
suffered  fewer  modifications.  As  stated  previously,  such 
housing  originally  belonging  to  lower  or  middle  income  groups 
in  a  flood-prone  area  will  have  generally  experienced  a  grea¬ 
ter  amount  of  alteration  than  more  elaborate  sturctures. 

Despite  such  difficulty  with  structural  and  decora¬ 
tive  change,  since  these  houses  of  industrial  workers  and 
smaller  businessmen  do  represent  a  much  greater  share  of 
Portage's  population  than  the  dwellings  of  the  wealthy  and 
because  they  have  as  yet  received  inadequate  attention  from 
the  preservation  movement,  their  preservation  gains  proportion- 
ately  more  importance.  Not  only  do  they  visually  portray  an 

lSee  map  2  for  a  delineation  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  residential  areas.  Each  area  is  designated  by  a  letter. 


important  aspect  of  Portage's  history,  but  their  spacial, 
decorative,  and  construction  details  may  be  studied  systema¬ 
tically  as  the  archaeologist  might  study  an  artifact  to  gain 
greater  insights  into  the  culture  of  the  citizens  of  Portage. 1 

The  survey  isolated  the  following  clusters  of  con¬ 
temporary  dwellings  showing  the  proper  mix  of  vernacular  house 
types  for  each  period: 

1850-1870 

Area  A:  between  Brady  and  Pauquette  and  Wisconsin  and  Thompson 
(#  41,  33,  38,  199,  52,  53,  213) 

Area  C:  along  East  Edgewater  between  Jefferson  and  Adams 
(#101,  105,  106,  110, 112) 

Area  B:  on  West  Edgewater  east  of  MacFarland  to  Lock 
(#75,  85,  86) 

These  examples  include  a  mix  of  Greek  Revival  ells  and 
temples,  the  one  story  ell,  the  one  story  rectangular 
cottage,  and  the  I  house. 

1870-1890 

Area  A:  along  Brady  between  Townsend  and  Wisconsin 
(#190,  145,  200,  201,  202,  35,  30,  31,  31) 

Area  A:  along  Washington  between  McPherson  and  Thompson 
(#170,  174,  183,  184,  186,  189,  193) 

These  houses  include  examples  of  two  story  ells,  I  houses, 
one  story  rectangular  cottages,  and  one  story  square  house. 
1890-1910 

Area  B:  at  the  corner  of  Lock  and  West  Edgewater 
(#72,  73,  84) 

Area  C:  at  the  juncture  of  Monroe  and  East  Edgewater 
(#116,  123,  121,  124,  125) 

These  dwellings  exemplify  a  mix  of  one  story  square  houses, 
a  late  Queen  Anne,  and  two  story  ells. 

1910-1930 

Area  C:  at  the  juncture  of  Adams  and  East  Edgewater 
(#102,  103,  108,  109,  124) 

Area  C:  along  East  Edgewater  between  Jefferson  and  Monroe 
(#114,  115) 

Houses  erected  between  1910  and  1930  tend  to  be  dispersed 
among  the  earlier  houses  and  might  be  eliminated  from  con¬ 
sideration  as  an  area.  This  group  includes  the  one  story 
square  house,  Neo-Classical  structures,  and  bungaloids. 

iSee  studies  by  Glassie,  1976;  R.W.  Brunskill, 
Illustrated  Handbook  o_f  Vernacular  Architecture  (New  York: 
Universe  Books,  1970);  Joyce  McKay , "Architecture  As  Artifact" 
(Unpublished  doctoral  dissertation  being  prepared  for  the 
Department  of  Anthropology,  Brown  University,  Providence,  R.I.). 


These  areas  then  designate  potential  sources  of 
structures  eligible  for  the  National  Register.  From  these 
examples,  a  few  representative  districts  may  be  created  after 
further  study  and  evaluation. 


Sites  on  the  National  Register  and  State  Inventory 

The  Historic  Preservation  Division  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  conducted  an  architectural  survey  in 
Portage  in  1974.  Later,  of  the  sturctures  located  in  or 
near  the  survey  area,  it  nominated  five  sites  to  the  National 
Register  and  placed  eight  sites  on  the  state  inventory. 

Those  sites  placed  on  the  National  Register  include 
Fort  Winnebago  (#142),  the  Surgeon's  Quarters  (#142),  the 
Indian  Agency  House  (#144),  the  Fox-Wisconsin  Portage  along 
the  Wauona  Trail  (#218),  and  the  Portage  Canal  (#217).  The 
significance  of  all  but  the  portage  has  been  discussed  above 
(see  pp.  46-48).  Since  the  Surgeon's  Quarters  and  the  Indian 
Agency  remain  under  the  care  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  the  National  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames 
respectively,  their  preservation  is  not  threatened.  Except 
for  the  Surgeon's  Quarters,  Fort  Winnebago  exists  as  an  archaeo¬ 
logical  sites  whose  boundaries  are  yet  undetermined.  If  the 
present  owners  of  the  property  can  be  convinced  of  the  signi¬ 
ficance  of  the  site,  the  area  of  the  fort  requires  testing  to 
trace  the  extent  of  archaeological  remains.  The  Portage 
Canal  is  deteriorating:  its  sides  require  stabilization  and 
the  canal  is  silting-in.l  A  blacked-top  city  street  covers 
the  portage,  now  Wauona  Trail.  Placed  on  the  National  Register 
because  of  its  important  historical  associations,  no  vestige 
of  it  or  its  historical  context  remains. 

The  state  inventory  listed  the  following  sites 
within  the  bounds  of  the  survey  area  (see  Appendix  IV) :  323 
East  Edgewater  (#111  or  #45)2,  210  DeWitt  (#98  or  161), 

Riverside  Park  (#42  or  113),  Epstein  Brewery  (#113  or  46), 
the  Plank  Road  Tollgate  House  (#43  or  43),  the  County  Fairground 
Grandstand  (#164  or  41),  and  212  to  216  West  Wisconsin  (#96-97 
or  112)  . 

_ _ House  #111  probably  dates  between  1894  and  1901  and 

iFrank  and  Stein  Associates,  Inc.,  1968. 

2The  first  number  refers  to  the  numbering  system  of 
this  survey  while  the  second  refers  to  the  system  of  the  Office 
of  Historic  Preservation  at  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin.  See  Appendix  IV. 
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was  formally  typed  as  a  one  story  square  house.  The  basic 
brick  structure  appears  to  have  undergone  few  major  changes. 

The  shingling  in  its  peak  and  the  brackets  indicate  its  later 
date.  It  is  locate  outside  an  area  recommended  for  further 
study.  This  house  merits  individual  attention. 

The  Paramont  Photography  Shop  (#98),  a  two  story. 
Portage  brick  commercial  building  retains  it  original  appear¬ 
ance.  Its  cast  iron,  fluted  pillars  around  the  front  door 
are  marked  the  "Portage  Iron  Works"  and  date  to  1902.  Because 
on  the  exterior  it  is  in  its  original  condition  and  typifies 
commercial  structures  of  its  era,  it  should  also  receive 
attention  in  later  phases  of  the  study. 

Riverside  Park  (#42)  was  erected  by  the  W.P.A.  pro¬ 
jects  between  1933  and  1934.  The  log  cabin  was  also  built 
during  this  period  or  later. 1  Although  this  structure  was 
placed  on  the  state  inventory  because  it  is  a  product  of  the 
W.P.A.  projects,  it  is  certainly  not  architecturally  an  out¬ 
standing  example. 

Only  one  building  remains  of  the  Epstein  Brewery 
(#113).  This  two  story  fieldstone  and  brick  structure  appears 
to  have  undergone  considerable  structural  modification.  A 
cement  block  addition  stands  to  the  west.  Since  only  a  ves¬ 
tige  of  the  original  complex  remains,  the  building  is  not 
recommended  for  further  consideration. 

The  plank  road  tollgate  house  (#43)  was  discussed 
above  (see  p.  47)  and  recommended  for  further  study. 

A  W.P.A.  projcet  constructed  the  art  deco  grandstand 
at  the  Columbia  County  Fairgrounds  (#164)  between  1933  and 
1934.  The  city  originally  donated  the  lands  to  the  Columbia 
County  Agricultural  Society  in  1874  for  its  annual  fairs. 
Defunct  by  1901,  the  society  turned  the  land  over  to  the 
Columbia  County  Fair  Association. 2  Being  a  product  of  the 
W.P.A.  and  possessing  some  significant  architectural  details, 
this  structure  should  receive  further  attention. 

The  two  commercial  buildings  at  212-216  Cook  Street 
(#96-97)  were  probably  built  during  the  1880' s.3  Their  rounded 
and  stilted-arch  windows,  dentil  work,  second-story  bays,  and 
wooden  brackets  point  to  an  Italienate  style  of  decoration. 

^Portage  High  School,  1949-51:  29-30. 

^Portage  High  School,  1949-51:  144-46. 

^Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company,  Ltd. , 


1885,  1889. 
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However,  their  first  story  facades  have  been  completely 
altered  (see  fig.  1).  Because  of  these  alterations,  they 
were  not  recommended  for  further  study. 


Individually  Significant  Structures 

Although  their  spacial  context  in  many  cases  suf¬ 
fered  severe  alterations,  a  number  of  structures  merit 
individual  consideration  for  the  National  Register.  Such  a 
listing  gains  particular  importance  if  the  degree  of  modi¬ 
fication  in  Ward  I  prohibits  the  definition  of  districts 
during  a  second  phase  of  study.  These  structures  include 
three  industrial  buildings  and  examples  of  the  different 
vernacular  house  types. 

The  three  industrial  structures  which  merit  further 
consideration  are  one  building  of  the  Portage  Hoisery  Company 
(see  fig.  4,  #215);  the  Wentworth  grain  elevator,  now  the 
Sunnyside  Feedmill  (#214);  and  the  Portage  Cooperative  Creamery, 
now  known  as  the  Ray-O-Vac  Division,  Plant  No.  2  (#94).  One 
of  the  southwestern -most  buildings  of  the  complex,  probably 
once  the  knitting  works  of  the  Portage  Hoisery  Company,  very 
likely  belongs  to  the  original  group  of  structures  (see  middle 
ground  of  fig.  4).  The  company  began  construction  in  Ward  I 
in  1881.  The  grain  elevator  of  the  Sunnyside  Feedmill  stands 
upon  the  location  of  a  feed  and  flour  mill  erected  in  1870  by 
S.S.  case  and  R.B.  Wentworth.  However,  the  date  of  the  standing 
elevator  has  not  been  conclusively  dated  to  this  early  period. 
Buildings  standing  on  the  location  of  the  elevator  and  the 
Portage  Hoisery  Company  do  appear  on  the  1885  Sanborn  Map 
and  Publishing  Company,  Ltd.  maps.  The  Knack  Brothers 
Creamery,  which  became  the  Portage  Cooperative  Creamery  in 
1928,  erected  a  two  story,  brick  building  with  some  Neo- 
Classical  features  such  as  pilasters  along  the  front  facade 
and  a  concrete  watertable,  between  1918  and  1929. 1  These 
individual  buildings  which  retain  much  of  their  integrity  and 
do  relate  strongly  to  historical  developments  of  the  last  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  19th  century,  are  potentially  eligible  for  the 
National  Register. 

Reasonably  intact  examples  of  the  nine  vernacular 
building  types  were  also  singled  out  for  further  study.  Again, 
the  context  of  most  of  these  structures  has  received  severe 
alteration.  Because  of  the  lack  of  representation  in  the 
ward  and  their  degree  of  modification,  no  examples  of  the 
Queen  Anne  type  were  recommended  for  further  consideration. 

^Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company,  Ltd.,  1918,  1929. 
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These  examples  are: 


Temple  Greek  Revival:  #  25,  41,  110,  171 

Greek  Revival  ell:  #1,  7,  52,  53,  64 

One  story  rectangular  cottage:  #9,  18,  168,  190 

One  story  ell:  14,  42,  178 

I  house:  #2,  33,  35,  54,  75,  107,  177,  198 

Two  story  ell:  #10,  26,  101,  112,  123,  157,  158,  186,  212 

One  story  square  cottage:  #  30,  60,  72,  85,  111 

Neoclassical  houses:  #21,  102,  103 

Bungaloid :  #29,  49,  68,  77,  79 

Of  these  examples,  number  21,  the  Ward  I  School,  is  probably 
the  most  elaborate.  The  building  shows  neoclassical  features 
such  as  a  pedimented  facade,  dentil  molding  over  the  door, 
and  a  concrete  watertable.  The  exact  degree  of  modification 
of  these  structures  will  require  further  investigation.  Then, 
a  few  representative  examples  of  each  type  might  be  selected 
for  preservation. 


Interests  of  the  Local  Citizenry 

The  researcher  interviewed  citizens  interested  in 
historical  preservation  of  Portage  as  well  as  the  Portage 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  learn  which  sites  the  community  felt 
worthy  of  preservation.  They  identified  the  Indian  Agency 
House  (#144),  the  Surgeon's  Quarters  (#142),  the  canal  (#217), 
Fort  Winnebago  (#142),  the  tollgate  house  (#43),  and  the 
Wauona  Trail  (#218) .  Some  mentioned  the  small  settlement 
centered  around  the  original  location  of  the  Merrell  house 
(#147),  the  Merrell  house  itself  (#126),  the  Marquette  and 
Jolliet  marker  (#216),  the  Ward  I  School  (#21),  the  Epstein 
Brewery  (#113),  the  Portage  Hoisery  Company  (#215),  the 
Wentworth  grain  elevator  (#214),  the  Portage  Woolen  Mill  (#66) 
and  the  lock  tender's  house  (#145),  now  in  ruins. 1  Portage 
citizens  formed  the  Canal  Society  to  preserve  it  as  an  his¬ 
toric  site.  Mr.  David  Bennett,  a  lawyer  and  property  develope 
was  the  only  citizen  outwardly  opposing  the  present  project. 

He  limited  the  only  possibly  singificant  sites  in  Portage  to 

1-Oral  interviews  with  Mr.  Paul  Dolton,  President  of 
the  Lodi  Historical  Society,  Box  93,  Lodi;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Wright,  413  Adams,  Portage;  Fredricka  Kleist,  528  West  Cook, 
Portage;  and  the  Portage  Chamber  of  Commerce,  "Self-guided 
Tour  of  Portage:  Places  of  Interest,  Historical  and  Modern". 
Frank  De  Loughery  submitted  a  block  grant  application,  "The 
Portage  Canal,  Historical  Notes,  "  to  fund  the  preservation 
of  the  canal  on  Jan.  17,  1981. 
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the  Indian  Agency  House  and  the  Surgeon's  Quarters.  A 
majority  of  the  people  encountered  in  Portage  felt  the  his¬ 
torical  study  to  be  worthwhile  and  favored  any  action  the 
Corps  might  take  in  the  recognition  and/or  preservation  of 
historically  significant  sites  and  structures. 


Recommendations  for  Site  Nominations 

Parts  of  the  areas  of  domestic  dwellings  (see  p. 

51)  might  eventually  compose  National  Register  districts. 

By  concentrating  houses  of  a  reasonably  short  span  of  time 
in  one  district,  they  could  then  illustrate  the  popular  types 
of  houses  erected  by  the  industrial  workers.  Since  the  indus¬ 
trial  development  of  Portage  is  a  significant  aspect  of 
Portage's  history,  representation  of  the  context  in  which 
the  industrial  laborers  lived  merits  preservation.  Parti¬ 
cularly  if  the  researcher  can  not  create  such  districts, 
the  individually  significant  structures  listed  under  the 
section  discussing  the  state  inventory  (see  pp.  52-53) , 
numbers  98,  111,  and  164,  and  those  buildings  enumerated  under 
the  individually  significant  structures  (see  pp. 54-55)  will 
also  require  consideration. 

The  canal.  Fort  Winnebago,  the  Surgeon’s  Quarters, 
and  Indian  Agency  House  have  already  been  placed  on  the 
National  Register.  Consolidation  of  these  designations 
would  bring  more  meaning  to  these  sites  by  relating  them  to 
a  more  encompassing  historical  context.  The  fort,  Surgeon’s 
Quarters,  and  Indian  Agency  might  be  placed  in  a  single 
greatly  expanded  district.  The  district  would  be  large  enough 
to  include  any  archaeological  remains  related  to  the  fort  and 
the  small  community  which  served  it.  Into  this  district 
would  also  be  placed  the  canal,  tollgate  house,  and  the  Merrell 
house.  Such  a  district  is  usually  termed  a  thematic  nomination. 
This  designation  is  intended  to  recognized  those  sites  related 
by  one  historically  significant  theme  and  which  may  not  be 
placed  adjacent  to  one  another.  The  overriding  theme  of 
this  nomination  would  relate  to  the  development  of  a  trans¬ 
portation  network  in  southern  Wisconsin.  Under  such  an 
interpreta L ion ,  the  fort  and  its  related  community  served 
to  protect  this  route.  The  tollgate  house  represents  yet 
another  alternative  to  the  historically  difficult  dilema. 
Recognizing  the  local  interest  in  this  complex,  such  a  dis¬ 
trict  should  receive  the  support  of  many  Portage  citizens. 
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MITIGATION  RECOMMENDATIONS 
Levee  History 

Prior  to  the  erection  and  improvement  of  the  levee 
system  along  the  Wisconsin  River,  at  flood  stage,  the 
Wisconsin  intermittently  crossed  over  to  the  Fox,  inudating 
the  portage  between  them.  Construction  of  the  system  along 
the  Wisconsin  in  Lewiston  Township  began  in  1861.  After  20 
years  of  occassional  flooding  and  temporary  measures,  the 
federal  government,  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  jointly  rebuilt  the  Lewiston  levee. 
Between  1883  and  1885,  the  City  of  Portage  and  the  township 
erected  the  Caledonia  and  Fairfield  Levees,  a  system  extending 
8  miles  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Wisconsin.  In  1886, 
congress  passed  an  act  directing  the  construction  of  a  levee 
along  the  east  bank  of  the  Wisconsin  in  Portage.  The 
Milwaukee  District,  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  built  the  2.5 
mile  levee  between  1889  and  1890.  In  1891,  the  1.5  mile 
lower  Portage  Levee  was  built  below  the  Caledonia  Levee, 
and  the  Corps  placed  wing  dams  along  the  Portage  Levee. 

Formed  in  1901  to  maintain  the  levees,  the  State  Levee 
Commission  increased  the  height  of  the  entire  17.5  mile  levee 
system  by  2  feet.  It  again  heightened  and  improved  the  sys¬ 
tem  between  1912  and  1914.  By  1924,  the  levees  extended  18 
miles  along  the  east  bank  of  the  Wisconsin  and  reached  7  feet 
in  height.  It  was  protected  by  14  wing  dams.  The  levee 
has  received  continual  maintaince  from  the  1920's. 1 


Project  Alternatives  and  Their  Impact 

The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  proposes  to 
enhance  the  protection  provided  by  the  present  levee  system. 
The  project  alternatives  affecting  Ward  I  of  the  City  of 
Portage  are:  ( 1) reconst ruction  and  extension  of  the  3%  mile 
Portage  Levee  along  the  east  bank  of  the  Wisconsin  River,  (2) 
a  non-structural  plan,  (3) the  construction  of  ring  levees 
enclosing  Ward  I,  and  (4) a  no-action  plan  (see  Appendix  I, 
p.  2) .  The  impact  of  each  alternative  upon  the  historical 
resources  will  be  considered. 

1-Jones,  1914:  95-95;  Milo  M.  Quaife,  Wisconsin :  Its 
History  and  Its  People  (Chicago:  The  S.J.  Clarke  Publishing 
Company,  1924),  pp.  449-50;  "Fox  River,  Wisconsin,  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,"  House  Document  No.  31,  63rd 
Congress,  1st  Session,  April  14,  1913,  pp.  6-8;  "Intra- 
Department  Organization  of  Natural  Resources,  Division  of 
Resource  Development-Emergency  Service. 
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( 1) Reconstruction  and  extension  of  the  3h  mile 
Portage  Levee.  The  refurbishing  and  rebuilding  of  the  existing 
levee  will  disturb  a  100  to  200  foot  area  on  either  side  of 
the  structure  from  the  canal  entrance  east  to  the  east  end 
of  the  survey  area.  The  greatest  impact  would  occur  at  the 
ends  of  the  levee. 1 

The  project  would  affect  the  southwest  end  of  the 
canal  and  its  locks.  As  the  report  of  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  recommends,  such  an  impact  could  be  minimized  with 
the  restoration  of  the  canal. 2  it  would  also  definitely  impact 
the  tollgate  house  (#43).  Since  it  has  already  been  moved 
several  times,  the  structure  could  be  moved  once  again  and 
perhaps  structurally  restored.  It  might  finally  be  put  down 
on  the  opposite  side  of  Wisconsin  Street  from  its  present 
resting  place,  the  site  of  its  original  construction.  The 
entrance  to  the  Fox-Wisconsin  Portage  would  also  receive  dis¬ 
turbance.  However,  new  construction  has  so  altered  this  area 
that  impact  would  not  be  significant.  The  monument  (#216) 
erected  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  to 
memorialize  the  expedition  of  Marquette  and  Jolliet  shoud  be 
protected.  Note  that  the  Wauona  Trail  is  on  the  National 
Register.  Any  project  affecting  the  area  must  receive 
clearance  from  the  Historic  Preservation  Office  at  the  State 
Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin. 

The  south  edges  of  four  areas  recommended  for  archi¬ 
tectural  study  may  be  affected  if  disturbance  extends  the 
total  200  feet.  Area  A,  the  section  between  Brady  and 
Pauquette  and  between  Wisconsin  and  Thompson  as  well  as  along 
Brady  between  Townsend  and  Wisconsin  lie  just  on  the  north 
edge  of  the  project  area.  They  should  not  be  affected.  The 
range  of  disturbance  could  affect  structures  along  West 
F.dgewater  at  Lock  and  to  the  east  (Area  B:#72,  73,  75,  76). 

Also,  the  indivdually  significant  structures  #1,  25,  26,  60, 

67,  68,  73,  79,  and  158  may  be  threatened  by  this  alternative. 
Structures  42,  64,  and  66  will  also  be  affected,  but  they  were 
not  found  to  be  potentially  significant  resources.  The  signi¬ 
ficant  survey  areas  should  receive  intensive  investigation. 

If  found  eligible  for  the  National  Register,  they  will  require 
protection  during  the  project.  Since  they  lie  near  the  edge 
of  the  project  area,  simple  avoidance  may  surfice  to  mitigate 

l-U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  "Wisconsin  River  at 
Portage:  Feasibility  Study  for  Flood  Control,  Stage  2  Alternative 
Report"  (Unpublished  report,  U.S.  Army  Engineer  District, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota ,  1981),  p.  2. 

^U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  1981:  40-41. 
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any  possible  impacts.  Because  of  previous  disturbances  which 
ring  these  areas,  secondary  visual  impacts  will  probably  not 
be  a  consideration.  However,  the  Corps  should  be  attuned  to 
this  problem  during  the  planning  and  implementation  stages. 
Finally,  any  borrow  areas  needed  for  construction  of  the 
levee  may  require  a  cultural  resource  survey. 

( 2 )  A  non-structural  plan.  Non-structural  plans 
exclude  the  confinement  of  the  river  to  its  banks  and  deal 
with  the  structures  themselves.  For  example,  they  include 
raising  the  structures,  flood-proofing  the  closures,  water¬ 
proofing  the  buildings,  building  small  walls  around  each 
structure,  or  evacuating  structures  in  the  flood  plain. 

Because  of  the  age  of  the  structures  in  Ward  I,  waterproofing 
closures  and  raising  the  buildings  would  not  be  feasible. 1 

A  series  of  walls  around  each  significant  structure  would 
detract  from  the  appearance  of  the  building  and  be  an  intru¬ 
sion  into  the  historical  setting  of  any  district.  Evacuation 
of  the  buildings  would,  of  course,  insure  their  rapid  deter¬ 
ioration.  If  waterproofing  the  significant  structures  would 
not  alter  their  appearance  and  would  adequately  protect  them, 
this  approach  would  prove  acceptable.  Since  it  does  involve 
some  building  alteration,  such  a  project  should  be  planned 
with  the  advice  of  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office. 

( 3)  Construction  of  the  ring  levees  enclosing  Ward  I. 
The  construction  of  the  ring  levees  would  threaten  those 
sites  list  under  the  first  alterative.  In  addition,  they  would 
again  affect  the  tollgate  house  (#43)  and  would  disturb  the 
north  end  of  the  canal  (see  map  2) .  Since  its  final  place¬ 
ment  has  not  been  determined,  avoidance  of  the  tollgate 

house  is  possible.  Although  the  levee  would  create  additional 
visual  impact,  the  context  of  the  tollgate  house  is  so  altered 
that  this  should  not  hamper  construction  plans.  Partial  miti¬ 
gation  by  placing  it  upon  its  original  site  and  assistance 
with  its  restoration  would  certainly  overcome  any  impacts. 

The  ring  levee  would  have  the  positive  affect  of  protecting 
the  site. 


The  ring  levee's  construction  would  also  structur¬ 
ally  and  visually  affect  the  canal.  Again,  restoration,  i.e., 
dredging  and  fixing  damaged  revetments,  would  again  help  to 
mitigate  these  effects.  Visual  impact  would  be  reduced  by 
using  the  first  alternative  plan  for  the  levees  (see  map  2) . 
This  scheme  would  place  it  along  highway  33  which  already 
visually  impacts  the  canal. 

lu.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  1981:  68-72. 
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If  its  presently  intended  course  remains  unaltered, 
the  ring  levees  should  then  disturb  the  tollgate  house,  the 
north  end  of  the  canal,  and  those  site  listed  under  alter¬ 
native  I.  However,  if  the  ring  levees  are  extended  further 
north  toward  the  Fox,  they  could  also  impinge  upon  a  potential 
National  Register  district  related  to  the  fort  (see  p.  56) 
and  two  National  Register  sites,  the  Indian  Agency  House 
(#144)  and  the  Surgeon's  Quarters  (#142).  The  ring  levees 
would  of  course  have  the  positive  effect  of  preserving  recom¬ 
mended  study  areas  in  the  southwest  section  of  Ward  I. 

(4)  A  no-action  plan.  If  all  sites  in  Ward  I  are 
left  exposed  to  possible  flooding,  then  providing  no  additional 
protection  would  have  the  most  adverse  effect.  This  study 
has  identified  structures  and  sites  of  potential  signifi¬ 
cance  in  the  flood-prone  survey  area  which  would  benefit 
from  such  protection. 

Each  proposed  action  for  the  flood  control  project 
will  have  some  adverse  effect  on  historic  structures.  For 
the  non-structural  plan,  if  waterproofing  the  historic  struc¬ 
tures  would  be  sufficient  protection  and  if  the  procedure 
could  be  carried  out  without  altering  the  visual  qualities 
of  the  building  or  substantially  changing  its  structural 
qualities,  then  this  approach  would  have  the  least  adverse 
impact.  However,  if  it  can  not  offer  adequate  protection, 
it  does  not  have  sufficient  favorable  impacts.  As  proposed, 
the  ring  levees  impact  the  north  end  of  the  canal  as  well  as 
those  structures  and  sites  affected  by  alternative  I.  Thus, 
from  the  perspective  of  the  number  of  sites  to  be  impacted, 
the  rebuilding  of  the  levee  will  have  a  slightly  smaller 
adverse  effect  than  the  ring  levees.  However,  as  suggested, 
with  careful  planning,  many  of  these  effects  can  be  adequately 
mitigated.  Therefore,  since,  overall,  the  flood  control  pro¬ 
ject  should  have  a  favorable  impact,  to  preserve  buildings 
in  the  flood-prone  area,  the  most  effective  of  these  alter¬ 
natives  discussed  above  would  then  have  the  least  adverse 
impact.  Likewise,  the  no-action  plan  would  have  the  greatest 
adverse  impact  on  Ward  I. 


Time  Estimates  for  a  Phase  II  Study 

A  more  thorough  study  of  the  potentially  significant 
sites  awaits  a  phase  II  evaluation.  "A  'phase  II  evaluation' 
is  defined  as  the  intensive  evaluation  of  those  structures 
and  sites  which  may  provide  important  cultural  and  scientific 
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information."^  It  will  generate  sufficient  data  to  determine 
the  eligibility  of  these  sites  for  the  National  Register,  a 
mitigation  plan  for  those  sites  to  be  adversely  impacted  by 
the  project,  and  time  and  cost  estimates  for  that  mitigation 
plan . 

A  phase  II  study  would  require  approximately  23 
days  to  complete.  Eleven  days  would  be  devoted  to  a  more 
detailed  field  survey  of  the  structures  and  the  canal  to 
ascertain  their  condition  and  additional  details  on  the  con¬ 
struction  and  elaborations.  Much  of  this  time,  perhaps  7 
days,  would  be  consumed  by  shovel  testing  selected  areas  of 
the  community  on  the  west  side  of  the  Fox  River  to  determine 
the  boundaries  and  condition  of  the  site.  This  project 
would  depend  upon  the  permission  of  private  landowners. 
Because  of  this  private  ownership,  a  much  less  intensive 
shovel  testing  program  would  probably  occur  than  the  usual 
10  meter  or  30  foot  interval.  Instead,  if  permission  can 
be  gained,  a  pedestrian  survey  of  the  approximately  50  to 
60  acre  area  (see  map  2)  should  be  followed  by  shovel  testing 
the  apparent  sites,  i.e.  the  depressions,  foundations,  vege¬ 
tation  changes,  and  those  indicated  during  literature 
searches.  Note  that  much  of  this  area  is  covered  by  under¬ 
brush.  To  cope  with  this  problem,  the  survey  should  occur 
from  early  to  mid  spring  after  some  drying  and  before  vege¬ 
tation  becomes  high  or  in  the  late  fall.  By  contacting 
individual  landowners  prior  to  contracting  the  project  to 
determine  if  access  can  be  gained,  the  Corps  might  better 
judge  the  time  and  work  involved. 

To  collect  additional  data  specific  to  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  structures,  4  days  would  be  spent  at  the  court¬ 
house;  Portage  Free  Library,  consulting  their  photograph 
collection;  and  perhaps  at  the  Portage  Canal  Society.  If 
permission  can  be  gained,  tracing  land  transactions  using  the 
land  indices  of  the  local  abstract  company  rather  than  those 
of  the  courthouse  would  prove  far  more  fruitful  and  less 
time  consuming.  The  indices  of  the  abstract  company  are 
probably  arranged  by  location  rather  than  by  the  grantee's 
and  grantor's  name.  Two  days  might  be  required  to  gather 
additional,  site-specific  data  at  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  Wisconsin.  Finally,  6  days  should  be  devoted  to 
the  analysis  of  the  historical  material  and  survey  notes 
and  the  writing  of  the  final  report. 

ISee  Appendix  I:  Scope  of  Work,  p.  2. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Sites  gain  their  significance  in  this  report 
because  they  are  representative  of  major  historical  trends 
in  state  or  local  history  and,  for  structures,  because  they 
exemplify  the  most  common  house  forms  during  their  period 
of  construction.  The  elaboration  of  the  structure  did  not 
necessarily  determine  significance.  Areas  including  buildings 
of  approximately  the  same  period  were  recommended  for  further 
study  because  they  better  protray  by  their  proximity  the 
variety  of  types  built  during  a  period.  This  approach  also 
more  likely  assures  some  integrity  of  the  immediate  surroundings. 
However,  with  the  alterations  in  Portage's  landscape,  few  areas 
without  some  intrusions  remain.  Therefore,  a  group  of  individu¬ 
ally  significant  structures  representing  the  vernacular  types 
found  in  the  ward  were  also  suggested  for  further  study.  Recog¬ 
nizing  the  degree  of  change  in  Ward  I,  the  study  concluded  that 
the  alternatives,  either  waterproofing,  improvement  of  the 
levee,  or  ring  levees,  whichever  could  offer  the  best  pro¬ 
tection,  would  be  most  satisfactory.  Since  the  overall  pro¬ 
ject  has  a  favorable  impact,  i.e.,  protecting  significant 
sites,  and  some  of  the  mitigation  proposals  would  in  the  end 
enhance  the  affected  sites;  the  degree  of  impact  upon  the  sites 
by  the  project  alternatives  is  hardly  great  enough  to  outweigh 
their  favorable  effects. 
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APPENDIX  I 
Scope  of  Work 


SCOPE  OE  WORK 

HISTORICAL  RESOURCES  INVENTORY 
WISCONSIN  RIVER 
PORTAGE,  WISCONSIN 

1.00  INTRODUCTION 

1.01  The  Contractor  will  undertake  a  historical  inventory  of  lands  in  the  City 
of  Portage,  Wisconsin,  which  may  be  altered  or  affected  by  a  proposed  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  flood  control  project  on  the  Wisconsin  River. 

1.02  This  historical  resources  inventory  is  in  partial  fulfillment  of  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  St.  Paul  District  regarding  cultural  resources,  as  set  forth  in 
the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966  (P.L.  89-665),  the  National  Environ¬ 
mental  Policy  Act  of  1969  (P.L.  91-190),  Executive  Order  11593  for  the  Pro¬ 
tection  and  Ennancement  of  the  Cultural  Environment  (Federal  Register,  13  Hay  1971), 
tne  Archaeological  Conservation  Act  of  1974  (P.L.  93-291),  the  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Historic  Preservation's  "Procedures  for  the  Protection  of  Historic  and 
Cultural  Properties"  (36  C.F.R.  Part  800),  the  Department  of  the  Interior's 
guidelines  concerning  cultural  resources  (36  C.F.R.  Part  60),  and  Corps  of 
Engineers  Regulations  (ER  1105-2-460)  "Identification  and  Administration  of 
Cultural  Resources"  (Federal  Register,  3  April  1978). 

1.03  The  laws  mentioned  above  establish  the  importance  of  Federal  leader¬ 
ship,  by  the  various  responsible  agencies,  in  locating  and  preserving  cul¬ 
tural  resources  within  project  areas.  Specific  steps  to  comply  with  these 
laws,  particularly  as  directed  in  P.L.  93-291  and  E.O.  11593,  are  being 
taxen  by  tne  Corps  "...to  assure  that  Federal  plans  and  programs  contribute  *  ^ 

to  the  preservation  and  enhancement  of  non-federally  owned  sites,  struc-  ** 

tures  and  objects  of  historical,  architectural,  or  archaeological  signifi¬ 
cance."  A  part  of  tnat  responsibility  is  to  locate,  inventory,  and  nominate 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  all  such  sites  in  the  project  area  that 
appear  to  qualify  for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

1.04  Executive  Order  11593  further  directs  Federal  agencies  "...to  assure 
that  any  federally  owned  property  that  might  qualify  for  nomination  is 
not  inadvertently  transferred,  sold,  demolished  or  substantially  altered." 

In  addition,  the  Corps  is  directed  to  administer  its  policies,  plans,  and 
programs  in  such  a  way  that  federally  and  non-federally  owned  sites,  struc¬ 
tures,  and  objects  of  historical,  architectural,  or  archaeological  signifi¬ 
cance  are  preserved  and  maintained  for  the  inspiration  and  benefit  of  the 
people. 

1.05  Tnis  historical  resources  investigation  will  serve  several  functions. 

The  report  will  be  a  planning  tool  to  help  the  Corps  meet  its  obligations  to 
preserve  and  protect  our  cultural  heritage.  It  will  be  a  comprehensive,  scholarly 
document  that  not  only  partially  fulfills  federally-mandated  legal  requirements 
out  also  serves  as  a  scientific  reference  for  future  professional  studies.  The 
report  will  also  identify  sites  which  may  require  additional  investigations  and 
may  have  potential  for  public-use  development.  Thus,  in  terms  of  the  sources 
examined  and  the  conclusions  reached,  the  content  of  the  report  must  be  analy¬ 
tical,  not  just  descriptive. 


.'.On  PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 


2.01  The  Wisconsin  River  Piood  Control  Project,  Portage,  Wisconsin,  was  authorized 
wnen  the  House  Committee  on  Public  Works  adopted  a  resolution  authorizing  this 
study  on  14  June  1972.  The  project  area  is  in  southcentral  Wisconsin,  approxi¬ 
mately  40  miles  north  of  Madison.  This  area  lies  in  the  Wisconsin  River  flood- 
plain  and  extends  from  the  Columbia-Sauk  County  line  (river  mile  122)  near  Lewis¬ 
ton  downstream  through  Portage  to  the  Interstate  90-94  bridge  (river  mile  106). 

Portage  is  the  major  community  within  the  project  area. 

2.02  Situated  on  a  narrow  strip  of  land  between  the  Wisconsin  River  (which  flows 
south)  and  the  Fox  River  (whicn  flows  north),  the  City  of  Portage  itself  rests 
along  the  Wisconsin  River.  During  periods  of  high  water,  crossover  flooding 
from  the  Wisconsin  to  the  Fox  River  inundates  portions  of  the  city.  The  approxi¬ 
mate  elevation  above  mean  sea  level  in  the  flood-prone  area  is  795  feet. 

2.03  The  alternatives  under  consideration  for  the  Wisconsin  River  Flood  Control 
Project  at  Portage  involve:  reconstruction  and  extension  of  the  3-1/4-mile-long  Portage 
Levee  only;  reconstruction  and  extent  ion  of  both  the  5-mile-long  Lewiston  Levee  and 
the  Portage  Levee;  a  nonstructural  plan  for  structures  in  the  project  area; 
construction  of  a  ring  levee  enclosing  approximately  Ward  One;  and  a  no  action 
plan.  Proposed  recreation  plans  may  include  hiking  trails  and  park  areas  along 
the  levees  as  well  as  more  intensive  recreational  development  of  the  Portage  Canal 
area. 

2.04  A  preliminary  survey  of  tne  Wisconsin  River  Flood  Control  Project  at  Portage 
was  conducted  by  Philip  H.  Salkin  under  constrct  with  the  St.  Paul  District,  Corps 
of  Engineers.  His  report  is  entitled  "A  Literature  and  Records  Search  on  the 
Cultural  Resources  of  the  Portage,  Wisconsin  Area." 

3.00  DEFINITIONS 

3.01  For  the  purpose  of  this  study,  the  historical  resources  investigation  will 
include  a  literature  and  records  search  and  review,  and  a  Phase  I  reconnaissance 
level  survey.  Phase  II  evaluation  will  not  be  conducted  at  this  time. 

3.02  "Cultural  resources"  are  defined  to  include  any  building,  site,  district, 
structure,  object,  data,  or  other  materials  relating  to  the  history,  architecture, 
archaeology,  or  culture  of  an  area. 

3.03  "Literature  and  records  search"  is  defined  as  a  search  for  and  examination 
of  written  reports,  books,  articles,  files,  records,  etc.,  published  and  unpub¬ 
lished  (found  in  private,  local.  State,  and  Federal  depositories),  which  are 
pertinent  to  the  cultural  resources  investigation  to  be  carried  out  for  a  particular 
project.  The  purposes  of  the  literature  and  records  search  are:  to  familiarize 
the  Contractor  with  the  culture  history  of  the  study  area  and  past  investigations 
which  have  been  carried  out  in  the  area;  to  document  the  location  of  known  sites 
which  may  exist  within  the  project  area,  their  condition,  the  extent  of  past 
worx  undertaken  at  the  sites  and  any  other  information  which  may  be  relevant 
in  assessing  the  significance  of  the  sites;  and  to  provide  this  information  in 
a  summarized  form  to  the  agency  requesting  the  search.  While  existing  data 
could  be  extensive,  the  literature  and  records  search  should  be  as  comprehensive 
as  possible  in  providing  a  usable  body  of  data  for  the  purposes  outlined  above. 


3.04  "Literature  and  records  review"  is  defined  as  the  review  and  evaluation  of 
the  pertinent  literature  and  records  examined  under  section  3.03  of  this  scope 
or  work..  Tne  purpose  of  the  literature  and  records  review  is  to  provide  the 
sponsoring  agency  with  the  Contractor's  professional  opinion  on  the  quality, 
nature,  and  extent  of  the  sources  identified  in  the  literature  and  records 
search . 

3.05  A  "Phase  I  historical  resources  survey"  is  defined  as  a  determination  on 
tne  potential  of  structures  and  sites  in  the  study  area  for  nomination  to  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  This  potential  will  rest  upon  architectural 
and  historical  criteria.  Architectural  significance  in  the  Phase  I  survey  will 
be  based  upon  a  thorough  visual  examination  of  structures  and  sites  in  the  study 
area  as  well  as  upon  historical  research.  Historical  significance  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  from  evidence  revealed  in  the  literature  and  records  search  and  the  visual 
examination.  A  Phase  I  cultural  resources  survey  will  result  in  data  adequate 
to  assess  tne  general  nature  of  structures  and  sites  present;  a  recommendation 
for  additional  evaluation  of  those  resources  which,  in  the  professional  opinion 
of  the  Contractor,  may  provide  important  cultural  and  scientific  information; 
and  detailed  time  and  cost  estimates  for  Phase  II  evaluation. 

3.06  A  "Phase  II  evaluation"  is  defined  as  the  intensive  evaluation  of  those 
structures  and  sites  which  may  provide  important  cultural  and  scientific  infor¬ 
mation.  A  Pnase  II  study  will  result  in  data  adequate  to  determine  the  eligibility 
of  the  resources  for  inclusion  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  a 
plan  for  the  satisfactory  mitigation  of  eligible  sites  which  will  be  directly  or 
indirectly  impacted,  and  detailed  time  and  cost  estimates  for  mitigation. 

4.00  STUDY  AREA 

-  t 

4.01  Tne  Phase  I  cultural  resources  survey  will  be  undertaken  in  the  following 
areas  as  shown  on  the  map  provided: 

a.  The  First  Ward  of  Portage. 

b.  Also,  those  structures  and  sites  at  or  below  the  800-foot  contour  level 
between  Cook  Street  and  the  Portage  Canal  on  the  northwest;  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee, 
St.  Paul,  and  Pacific  Railroad  on  the  north,  and  MacFarlane  Road  on  the  west  will 
be  considered  in  the  study  area. 

5.00  PERFORMANCE  SPECIFICATIONS 

5.01  The  Contractor  will  utilize  a  systematic,  interdisciplinary  approach  in 
conducting  the  study.  The  Contractor  will  provide  specialized  knowledge  and 
skills  during  the  course  of  the  study,  to  include  expertise  in  history,  archi¬ 
tectural,  history,  and  oral  history. 

5.02  The  extent  and  character  of  the  work  to  be  accomplished  will  be  subject 
to  the  general  supervision,  direction,  control,  review,  and  approval  of  the 
Contracting  Officer. 


5.0j  Techniques  and  methodologies  used  during  the  investigation  must  be  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  current  state  of  knowledge  for  their  respective  disciplines. 


J 


3.04  The  Contractor  shall  keep  standard  records  which  shall  include,  but  not 
be  limited  to,  field  notebooks,  site  survey  forms,  field  maps,  and  photographs. 
Standing  structure  survey  forms  are  available  from  the  Wisconsin  State  Historic 
Preservation  Office. 

5.05  The  recommended  professional  treatment  of  accumulated  field  notebooks, 
site  survey  forms,  field  maps,  and  photographs  is  curation  and  storage  at  an 
institution  that  can  properly  insure  their  preservation  and  that  will  make  them 
available  for  public  research  and  view.  The  Contractor  will  coordinate  this 
process  with  the  Wisconsin  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer. 

5.06  Should  it  become  necessary  in  the  performance  of  the  work  and  services,  the 
Contractor  shall  make  a  reasonable  effort,  at  no  cost  to  the  Government,  to  secure 
the  rights  of  ingress  and  egress  on  properties  not  owned  or  controlled  by  the 
Government.  The  Contractor  shall  secure  the  consent  of  the  owner,  his  representa¬ 
tive,  or  agent,  in  writing  prior  to  effecting  entry  on  such  property.  If  requested, 
a  letter  of  introduction  signed  by  the  St.  Paul  District  Engineer  can  be  provided 
to  explain  the  project  purposes  and  request  the  cooperation  of  landowners.  Where 
a  landowner  denies  permission  for  an  evaluation,  the  Contractor  shall  immediately 
notify  the  Contracting  Officer  and  shall  describe  the  extent  of  the  property  to 
be  excluded  from  the  survey. 

5.07  The  Contractor  shall  provide  all  materials  and  equipment  that  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  expeditiously  perform  those  services  required  of  the  study. 

Literature  and  Records  Search  and  Review 


5.08  The  Contractor  shall  obtain  information  and  data  for  the  literature  and 
records  search  from,  but  shall  not  be  limited  to,  the  following  sources: 

a.  Publisned  and  unpublished  reports  and  documents  such  as  books,  journals, 
theses,  dissertations,  manuscripts,  newspapers,  historic  maps,  and  city  records. 

b.  Site  files  and  other  information  held  at  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society 
Libraries,  Archives,  and  History  Department;  the  University  of  Wisconsin  Depart¬ 
ment  of  History  and  libraries;  and  materials  available  from  the  Columbia  County 
Historical  Society  and  other  local  historical  societies. 

c.  The  Contractor  will  obtain  from  the  Wisconsin  State  Historic  Preser¬ 
vation  Office  information  on  any  cultural  resources  in  the  project  area  that 
have  been  nominated  or  are  being  considered  for  nomination  to  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places. 

d.  Consultation  with  other  professionals  familiar  with  cultural  resources 
in  the  area. 

e.  Consultation  with  individuals  concerned  with  local  history  in  order  to 
locate  sites  and  to  identify  and  define  local  interests  and  resources  per¬ 
ceived  as  locally  significant. 

5.09  The  Contractor,  during  the  literature  and  records  search  and  the  standing 
structure  survey,  will  bear  in  mind  structures  identified  as  architecturally 
significant  during  the  standing  structure  survey  of  the  City  of  Portage  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Historic  Preservation  Division  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Historical 
Society  which  are  located  in  the  study  area.  The  results  of  this  survey  are  on 
file  in  the  Wisconsin  State  Historic  Preservation  Office. 
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5.L0  The  following  structures  sliould  also  be  given  special  attention  by  the 
Cunt  uctoi  : 


a.  The  Toll-Gate  House  currently  located  next  to  the  Portage  Levee,  near 
the  intersection  of  Wisconsin  and  Ontario  Streets. 

b.  The  Portage  Levee. 

c.  The  Veteran's  Field  Grandstand. 

5.11  A  study  and  evaluation  of  previous  historical  study  documents  of  the 
area  as  described  in  section  5.05  and  5.09,  including  the  date,  extent,  and 
adequacy  of  these  past  worKs,  as  they  reflect  on  the  interpretation  of  what 
has  been  done  in  the  area,  should  be  undertaken  and  summarized  in  the  Contrac¬ 
tor's  report.  This  review  will  be  in  either  the  form  of  an  annotated  biblio¬ 
graphy  or  a  narrative  summary  of  the  material  examined. 

5.12  For  the  literature  and  records  search,  the  Contractor  should  include  a 
listing  of  all  historic  sites  identified  during  the  course  of  the  study  and 
evaluation  of  the  impact  upon  them  of  the  proposed  project. 

Phase  I  Survey 

5.13  The  Contractor's  on-site  examination  will  be  a  reconnaissance  level  survey 
of  the  area  sufficiently  intense  to  determine  the  number  and  extent  of  cultural 
resources  present.  This  includes  standing  structures  as  well  as  historical 

s ites . 


5.14  The  Contractor  must  attempt  to  locate  and  to  report  the  condition  of  all 
resources  previously  recorded  that  are  located  in  the  project  area  as  described 
in  section  4.00  and  that  may  be  impacted  by  the  proposed  project. 

6.00  GENERAL  REPORT  REQUIREMENTS 

6.01  Upon  completion  of  field  work,  the  Contractor  will  submit  to  the  Contracting 
Officer  a  brief  report  detailing  the  work  accomplished.  Upon  completion  of 
all  field  investigations  and  research,  the  Contractor  shall  prepare  a  techni¬ 
cal  report  detailing  the  work  done,  the  results,  and  the  recommendations  for 
furtner  study  and  associated  time  and  cost  estimates  for  those  resources  found 
to  have  potential  for  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

6.02  The  technical  report  shall  include,  but  shall  not  be  limited  to,  the  following 
sections.  Although  these  sections  do  not  necessarily  need  to  be  discrete  sections, 
they  should  be  readily  discernable  to  the  reader. 

a.  Title  page:  The  title  page  should  provide  the  following  information: 
the  type  of  survey  undertaken  (reconnaissance,  intensive);  the  cultural  resources 
assessed  (archaeological,  historical,  architectural);  the  project  name  and 
location  (county  and  State);  the  date  of  the  report;  the  Contractor's  name; 
the  contract  number;  the  name  of  the  author(s)  and/or  Principal  Investigator; 
the  signature  of  the  Principal  Investigator,  and  the  agency  for  which  the  re¬ 
port  is  being  prepared. 


b.  Administrative  Samnury:  The  summary  will  be  a  synopsis  of  the  report, 
defining  the  project  area  and  the  level  of  the  cultural  resources  investigation. 

It  shall  summarize  the  research  objectives  and  problems,  methods,  numbers,  and 
types  of  resources  identified,  the  significant  recommendations,  and  any  unusual 
or  innovative  findings  or  techniques  developed  during  the  course  of  the  investi¬ 
gation.  Because  this  information  will  serve  both  as  an  administrative  summary 
and  as  a  portion  of  that  information  required  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
for  its  annual  report  to  Congress  (pursuant  to  Section  5.c.  of  the  Reservoir 
Salvage  Act  as  amended),  the  summary  should  be  as  detailed  and  succinct  as 
possible.  Normally,  tne  summary  will  not  exceed  one  typewritten  page. 

c.  Table  of  Contents. 

d.  Introduction :  This  section  snould  include  the  purpose  of  the  report;  a 
description  of  the  proposed  project;  the  location  of  the  proposed  project,  includ¬ 
ing  a  map  of  the  general  area;  and  a  project  map  (a  list  of  USGS  quadrangle  maps 
which  cover  the  project  area  should  also  be  included);  and  the  dates  during  which 
the  study  was  conducted.  The  introduction  shall  also  contain  the  name  of  the 
institution  wnere  accumulated  documentation  will  be  curated. 

e.  Environmental  Setting:  This  section  should  contain  a  brief  description 
of  the  environment  of  the  study  area,  both  present  and  past  conditio-  and  it 
should  be  of  a  length  commensurate  with  other  sections  of  supportinj  ype 
information. 

f.  Literature  and  Records  Search  and  Review:  This  section  sho  _d  etail  the 
sources  used  for  the  literature  and  records  search  as  well  as  a  desc  ^tion  of 
all  information  encountered.  Bibliographic  information  will  also  be  included 

at  the  end  of  the  report. 

g.  Study  Methods:  This  section  should  give  an  explicit  statement  of  re- 
searcn  and  survey  methods.  It  should  describe  the  areas  which  were  surveyed, 
whether  or  not  the  survey  resulted  in  the  location  of  any  historical  resources, 
the  methods  used  to  survey  the  area,  the  rationale  for  eliminating  uninvestigated 
sites,  and  the  size  of  the  investigated  area  (i.e.,  the  number  of  standing  structures). 

h.  This  section  will  include  references  to  site  numbers,  photographs,  and 
field  notes  obtained  during  the  study,  plus  the  location  where  they  are  permanently 
housed . 

i.  Summary  of  Regional  History:  This  section  will  discuss  the  regional 
cultural  development,  from  the  protohistoric  period  through  the  1930's,  in  their 
spatial  and  chronological  position. 

j.  Investigation  Results:  This  section  should  describe  the  historical 
resources  encountered  in  the  literature  search  and  survey,  with  each  site  dis¬ 
cus-’  ;d  as  a  separate  unit.  The  site  description  should  include  the  type  of 
sti  ture  and  the  general  nature  of  the  site  as  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
survey.  Inventoried  sites  shall  include  a  site  number.  Official  site  designa¬ 
tions  assigned  by  an  appropriate  State  agency  are  preferred.  However,  if  temporary 
site  numbers  will  be  used  in  either  the  draft  or  final  reports,  they  shall  be  sub¬ 
stantially  different  from  the  official  site  designations  to  avoid  confusion  or 
duplication  of  site  numbers. 


k.  keootumendat  ions :  This  section  should  discuss  the  direct  and  indirect  »  < 

impacts  taut  trie  proposed  project  will  have  on  historical  resources.  for  those 

sites  encountere J ,  the  Contractor  shall  make  recommendations  for  tne  adequate 
assessments  of  those  sites  considered  to  have  potential  for  eligiDility  to  the 
National  Register-  of  Historic  Places.  This  assessment  will  not  proceed  to  the 
level  described  in  paragraph  3.06.  These  recommendations  shall  include  a  time 
and  cost  estimate.  If  it  is  the  Contractor's  assessment  that  no  significant  *  ’ 

resources  exist  in  the  project  areas,  the  methods  of  investigation  and  reason¬ 
ing  which  support  that  conclusion  will  be  presented.  If  certain  areas  are 
not  accessible,  recommendations  will  be  made  for  future  consideration.  If  it 
is  found  that  significant  resources  do  exist  in  the  area,  the  report  will  des¬ 
cribe  the  information  recovered  and  where  the  resources  were  located,  and  will 
assess  the  extent  and  potential  of  the  recovered  information.  Any  evidence  of 
nistorical  resources  or  materials  which  have  been  previously  disturbed  or  des¬ 
troyed  will  be  presented  and  explained. 

l.  References:  All  references  must  follow  the  Journal  of  American  History 
format . 


m.  Appendix:  This  section  should  contain  the  Scope  of  Work  and  the  resumes 
of  the  Principal  Investigator.  (State  site  forms  shall  also  be  included  as  an 
appendix. ) 

n.  Ail  sites  identified  in  the  course  of  the  study,  including  known  sites, 
will  be  presented  on  State  site  forms  as  an  appendix  to  the  report.  Data  should 
also  be  provided  about  the  present  condition  of  the  sites.  Known  sites  shall 
have  tneir  State  site  forms  updated  as  necessary.  All  State  site  forms  will 

be  submitted  to  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer. 

o.  The  location  of  all  structures  and  sites  discussed  in  the  text  will  be 
shown  on  8-1/2-  by  11-inch  legibly  photocopied  city  maps  and  will  be  bound  into 
the  report.  Project  maps  snail  also  be  included  as  part  of  the  contract  corres¬ 
pondence  snowing  the  relationship  of  sites  to  the  project  areas.  All  maps  will 
be  labeled  with  a  description,  a  north  arrow,  a  scale  bar,  and  the  map  source 
(e.g.,  tne  USGS  quad  name  or  published  source). 

p.  Failure  to  fulfill  these  report  requirements  will  result  in  the  rejection 
of  the  report  by  the  Contracting  Officer. 

7.00  F0PI-1AT  SPECIFICATIONS 

7.01  Text  materials  will  be  typed  (single-spaced  or  space-and-a-half )  on  good 
quality  bond  paper,  8.5  inches  by  11.0  inches,  with  a  1.5- inch  oinding  margin 
on  the  left,  1-inch  margins  on  the  top  and  right,  and  a  1.5-inch  margin  at  the 
bottom.  Tiie  report  will  be  printed  on  both  sides  of  the  paper. 

Information  will  be  presented  in  textual,  tabular,  and  graphic  forms,  which- 
are  most  appropriate,  effective,  or  advantageous  to  communicate  the  neces- 
information. 

All  figures  must  be  readily  reproducible  by  standard  xerographic  equipment. 

Negatives  of  all  black-and-white  photographs  contained  in  the  final  report 
be  included  so  that  copies  for  distribution  can  be  made. 


7 . 02 
ever 
sary 

7.03 

7 . 04 
must 
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8.00  SUBMITTALS 


8.01  The  Contractor  will  suoinit  reports  according  to  the  following  schedules: 

a.  Brief  Field  Report:  The  original  and  one  copy  will  be  submitted  upon 
completion  of  field  work. 

f  ' 

b.  Draft  Final  Report:  The  original  and  seven  copies  will  be  submitted  |62 
calendar  days  after  contract  award.  The  Contracting  Officer  will  provide  the 
Contractor  with  contents  on  this  draft  report. 

c.  Revised  Final  Report:  The  original  and  15  copies  will  be  submitted  .30 
calendar  days  after  receipt  of  all  comments  by  the  Contractor.  This  final  re¬ 
port  will  include  appropriate  revisions  in  response  to  the  Contracting  Officer's 
comments . 

8.02  The  Contractor  shall  not  release  any  sketch,  photograph,  report,  or  other 
material  of  any  nature  obtained  or  prepared  under  this  contract  without  specific 
written  approval  of  the  Contracting  Officer  prior  to  the  acceptance  of  the  final 
report  by  the  Government. 

9.00  METHOD  OF  PAYMENT 

9.01  Requests  for  partial  payment  under  this  fixed  price  contract  shall  be 
made  monthly  on  ENG  Form  93.  A  10-percent  retained  percentage  will  be  with¬ 
held  from  each  partial  payment.  Upon  approval  of  the  final  reports  by  the 
Contracting  Officer,  final  payment,  including  the  previously  retained  percentage 
shall  be  made. 


» 
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APPENDIX  II 

Proposal  Budget  and  Resume  of  Contractor 


»  < 


»  i 


» 
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BEQUEST  FOR  QUOTATIONS 
( THIS  IS  NO 7  AN  ORDER) 


P*  jr 

1 


HtOUtST  NO 

3 

2  DATE  ISSUED 

81  SEP  m 

■i  RtOuiSiTlON/PURCMASl  RIOULST  NO 

NCSED-ER-R-1091 

4  Cl  Rll»  lED  f  OR  national  DM  ENSt  unDIR 

BOS  A  REG  2  AND/OR  DMS  REG  1 

RATING 

'^uf-bt  department  or 

THE  ARMY 

t  QUIVER  BT  l D*i*l 

ST.  PAUL  DISTRICT,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
1135  U.S.  Post  Office  t  Custom  House 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55101 


,M  INFORMATION  CALI  |N«m«  i»rf  Hi  ftp  |  tNO  CO»PCl  »»ll 


RICHARD  LINDBERG 
612-725-7618 


AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 


»  Dtuvtm 

(g  foe  DESTINATION 
[  [  OTMIR  is m  Sch*0u*l 


[  OMAUi  AND  AOOflf  SS  INCl  UDING  ZIP  COOE 


9  OlSllNAllON  /Coniipo**  ttfUrtn  incUxftnp  ZfPcoOvI 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
1135  USPO  C  CUSTOM  HOUSE 
ST.  PAUL,  MN  55101 


PlEASt  FURNiSm  QUOTATIONS  TO  THE  ISSUING  OfflCE  ON  OR  BEFORE  CLOSE  Of  BUSINESS  81  SEP  2  8 


_  SUPPLIES  ARE  Of  DOMESTIC  ORIGIN  UNLESS 

(0«NJ 

iHiMWILf  INDICAUD  BY  OuOTlH  THIS  It  A  REQUEST  FOR  IN  f  OR  MAT  i()N  AND  QUOTATIONS  f  URNISHEO  ARE  NOT  OffERS  If  YOU  ARE  UNABLE  TO  QUOTE,  PHASE  SO 
UtCATI  ON  This  IORM  AND  RETURN  IT  THIS  REQUEST  OOIS  NOT  COMMIT  THE  GOVERNMENT  TO  PAY  ANY  COSTS  INCURRED  IN  THE  PREPARATION  OR  THE  SUBMISSION  Of  THIS 
OTATiON  OR  TO  PROCURE  OR  CONTRACT  fOA  SUPPLIES  OR  SERVICES 

SCHEDULE 


n 

if  EM  NO 


SUPPLIES/SERVICES 


13 

QUANTITY 


14 

UNIT 


IS 

UNIT  PRICE 


IS 

AMOUNT 


HISTORICAL  AND  STANDING  STRUCTURE  STUDY 
OF  THE  FLOOD  CONTROL  PROJECT  AT  PORTAGE^ 
WISCONSIN. 

THE  CONTRACTOR  WILL  PERFORM  THE  SERVICE 
OUTLINED  IN  THE  ATTACHED  SCOPE  OF  WORK. 


JOB 


2141.43 


Please  advise  earliest  date  of  delivery  as  ordered  by  tjhe  j\rn\y_ Corps  [of  Engineers 


PH.CES  QUOTED  INCLUDE  APPLICABLE  f  EDERAL  STATE  AND  LOCAL  TAXES 

Oi\r  I  HINT  TOR  PROMPT  PAYMENT  RQIIS.%  TO  CALENDAR  DAYS _ *  ?0  CALENDAR  DAYS  . 


30  CALENDAR  DAYS  . 


.CAlf NOAR  OAYS 


NOTE:  Rtvtfii  must  slso  be  completed  by  th»  quoUr. 


NA.  <0  AOORLSS  Of  OUOTER  rSi'Ml  C»lf.  courtly.  SlPl*. 
tnckjO-ng  /lP  CcxJm) 

Joyce  McKay 
P.0.  Box  188 
Belleville,  WI  53508 


19  SlGNATURl  OF  Rt RSON  AUTHORIZED  TO  SION 
QUOTATION 


nJi^O 


K  DAT!  OF  OUOTATION 

9/18/81 


II  SIGNERS  NAME  AND  TITEE  Prp*  Of  pnnli 

Joyce  McKay 

Hi  '.torical  Archaooloq l  st. 


|  77  TELEPY40NI  NO  MnduR  coO*j 

608-424-6315 


M  ANiiARO  I  OHM  Id  iRL  V  2  M  | 
p  •»  -  ■*  1  l  r  I.SA  im  IIUII'I  I  ifcAH 


BUDGET 


Proposed  budget 
study  of  the 


for  an  historical  and  standing  structure 
Flood  Control  Project  at  Portage,  Wisconsin: 


Fee:  20  days'  research  at  Portage,  Wisconsin  and 


Madison,  Wisconsin  at  $90  per  day 

$1800.00 

Expenses : 

Milage  at  $.15  per  mile 

44.40 

Lodging  for  4  days 

100.00 

Meals 

74.00 

Photography 

38.03 

Xeroxing 

65.00 

Telephone 

20.00 

Total 

341.43 

Grand  total 

2143.43 

Respectfully  Submitted, 


fhi  — 

Joyce  McKay 

Historical  Archaeologist 


9/18/81 


September  18,  1981 
P.O.  Box  188 

Belleville,  Wisconsin  53508 


Mr.  Richard  Lindberg 
Department  of  the  Army 
St.  Paul  District 
Corps  of  Engineers 
1135  U.S.  Post  Office  and 
Custom  House 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55101 
Dear  Mr.  Lindberg: 

Enclosed  is  a  response  to  the  Request  for  Quotations 
for  the  Flood  Control  Project  at  Portage,  Wisconsin  (NCSED-ER- 
R-1091)  which  includes  the  cover  sheet,  budget,  and  vitae. 

I  have  noted  that  section  8.01b  of  the  scope  of  work  has  been 
changed  to  read:  "The  original  and  seven  copies  will  be  sub¬ 
mitted  62  calender  days  after  contract  award."  And,  section 
8.01c  now  reads  120  days  instead  of  30  days  for  the  deadline 
of  the  final  report. 

The  work  necessary  to  complete  the  project  was 
assessed  according  to  the  guidelines  set  by  the  scope  of 
work  and  from  the  advice  of  John  Afinson.  In  our  telephone 
conversation  of  September  17,  1981,  he  stressed  the  need 
for  historical  research  and  a  much  less  detailed  archi¬ 
tectural  survey  for  this  phase  I  project.  The  budget 
reflects  this  orientation. 

Thank  you  for  your  consideration. 

Sincerely , 

Joyce  McKay 

Historical  Archaeologist 
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P.0.  Box  188 

Belleville,  Wisconsin  53508 
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Education 

Horace  Greeley  High  School,  Chappaqua ,  New  York,  1962-1966 

Denver  University,  1966-1968 
Major:  Anthropology 

Courses:  North  American  archaeology,  North  American 
ethnology,  and  physical  geography 

Indiana  University,  1968-1970 
Degree:  Bachelor's 
Major:  Anthropology 

Courses:  Physical  anthropology,  two  museum  studies  courses, 
three  American  history  courses,  American  folklore, 
and  physical  geology 

Cooperstown  Graduate  Programs,  1970-1971 
Degree:  Master's 
Major:  History  Museum  Training 

Courses:  American  architecture,  American  decorative  arts, 
American  folklife,  folklore,  folklife  research, 
history  research,  folk  technology,  two  exhibition 
courses,  museum  administration,  and  a  photography 
practicum 

Research  project:  An  Archaeological  Survey  at  Cantitoe 

Corners,  Bedford,  New  York 
This  paper  was  offered  as  a  guide  in 
archaeological  surveying  techniques 
for  amateur  archaeologists. 


Brown  University 

Degree:  Doctorate  (A.B.D.) 

Major:  Anthropology 

Specialization:  Historical  archaeology  and  eastern  North 

American  archaeology 

Courses:  Introduction  to  archaeology,  special  problems  in 
archaeology  (artifact  analysis) ,  two  reading 
courses  in  archaeology  (historical  archaeology 
and  archaeological  techniques  including  surveying, 
conservation ,  and  photography),  ethnohistory ,  North 
American  archaeoloqy,  vernacular  architecture  in 
America,  experimental  archaeology  (excavation  and 
the  study  of  artifacts  in  America),  and  two 
courses  in  statistics 
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Teaching  Experience:  Teacher's  Assistant  in  cultural  anthro¬ 
pology  and  North  American  ethnology 
Proposed  Dissertation:  Architecture  As  An  Archaeological  Arti 

Field  Work 

Post  Ouiatnon,  West  Lafayette,  Indiana,  under  Dr.  James  Kellar 
of  Indiana  University,  1968 

Trent  Site,  Cambrev,  Ontario,  under  Dr.  Peter  P.  Pratt  of  the 
State  University  of  New  York  at  Oswego,  1970 
Mott  Farm  Project,  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  under  Dr.  James 
J.  Deetz  of  Brown  University,  1973 
Fort  Shirley,  Heath,  Massachusetts,  Historical  Archaeologist 
Specialist  under  Dr.  Michael  Coe  of  Yale  Universtiy,  1974 
Austin-Whi ttemore  House,  Vermillion,  South  Dakota,  co-director, 
1975-1976 

Terrace  Hill,  greenhouse,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Site  Supervisor 

for  the  Division  of  Historic  Preservation,  Iowa  City,  1978- 
1979 


Working  Experience 

Laboratory  Assistant  at  Indiana  University  Museum,  Bloomington, 

Indiana,  1969  (Responsibilities:  artifact  conservation, 
cataloguing,  and  storage) 

Consultant  for  the  Walworth  Museum,  Saratoga,  New  York,  1972 
(Responsibilities:  cataloguing  the  archives) 

Consultant  for  the  Bethlehem  Historical  Society,  Delmar,  New 
York,  1972  (Responsibilities:  cataloguing  collections) 

Archaeologist  employed  by  Orrin  Bullock,  consultant  for  the  t-  # 

Preservation  Society  of  Newport  County,  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  1973  (Responsibilities:  Historical  archaeology 
prior  to  restoration) 

Historical  Archaeologist  at  the  Historic  Preservation  Center, 
Vermillion,  South  Dakota,  1974-1976  (Major  responsibilities: 
the  creation  of  a  state-wide  survey  plan  of  historical  % 
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and  site  surveys) 

Archaeological  Consultant  for  Adrian  Anderson,  Division  of 

Historic  Preservation,  Iowa  City,  1977  (Responsibilities:  p 
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Department  of  Anthropology,  Luther  College,  Decorah,  Iowa, 

1977  (Responsibilities:  analysis  of  artifacts  found  during  0 
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torical  research  and  site  survey  for  an  environmental  impact 
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Historical  Archaeological  Consultant  for  the  Office  of  the 

State  Archaeologist,  Iowa  City,  Iowa  1978  (Responsibilities: 
local  historical  research  and  site  survey  for  a  pilot  sur¬ 
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Historical  Archaeological  Consultant  for  the  Department  of 
Conservation,  Springfield,  Illinois,  1978-1979  (Respon¬ 
sibilities:  the  conservation,  cataloguing,  and  analysis 
of  artifacts  from  four  excavations  at  Bishop  Hill,  Illinois) 
Site  Supervisor,  Terrace  Hill  archaeological  site,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa  for  the  Division  of  Historic  Preservation,  Iowa  City, 
1978-1979  (Responsibilities:  supervisor  of  excavations, 
artifact  cataloguing,  conservation,  and  analysis) 

Consultant  for  Tom  McKay,  Property  Development  Specialist, 
Montauk,  Clermont,  Iowa,  1980  (Responsibilities:  cata¬ 
loguing  artifacts  from  Gardner's  Cabin,  Arnold's  Park,  Iowa) 
Archaeological  Consultant  for  Wainwright  Planning  of 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  1980  (Responsibilities:  an  historical, 
architectural,  and  archaeological  survey  and  site  assessment 
of  two  tracts  of  land  in  Cherokee  and  Knoxville,  Iowa) 

Professional  Societies 

The  Society  for  Historical  Archaeology 
The  Society  for  American  Archaeology 
The  Conference  on  Historic  Sites  Archaeology 
National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation 
American  Society  for  Conservation  Archaeology 

Publications  and  Lectures 

"A  Theoretical  Approach  to  Historical  Archaeology"  in  the 
Conference  on  Historic  Sites  Archaeology,  Papers,  volume 
9:  129-140 

The  Meaning  of  History  in  Historical  Archaeology,  lecture 
for  the  Society  for  Historical  Archaeology,  8th  Annual 
Meeting,  January  10,  1975,  Charleston,  South  Carolina 
"The  Coalescence  of  History  and  Archaeology"  in  Historical 
Archaeology,  volume  IP:  93-99 
Settlement  Archaeology  as  a  Criterion  for  Preservation, 

lecture  for  the  Society  for  Historical  Archaeology,  January 
3-8,  1978,  San  Antonio,  Texas 
Cultural  Context:  A  Criterion  for  Archaeological  Surveys, 
lecture  for  the  Plains  Conference,  Nov.  8-12,  1978,  Denver, 
Colorado 

Re  ferences 

Dr.  Peter  Schmidt,  Professor,  Anthropology  Department,  Brown 
University,  Providence,  Rhode  Island  02906 
Dr.  Douglas  Anderson,  Professor,  Anthropology  Department, 

Brown  University,  Providence,  Rhode  Island  02906 
Mr.  John  Little,  Director,  Historic  Preservation  Center, 

U.S.D.  Alumni  House,  Vermillion,  South  Dakota  57501 


Survey  of  Ward  I,  Portage,  Wisconsin 


Field  Re  po  r  t 


Work  accomplished  through  October  16,  1981: 

Historical  Research  in  Madison 

1.  Research  at  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin 

a.  Archives  and  Manuscripts 

The  archives  contained  a  large  collection 
of  maps  depicting  Ward  I,  Portage  which  date  from  the 
building  of  Fort  Winnebago  into  the  early  twentieth 
century.  The  manuscripts  were  limited  mainly  to 
reminiscences  of  important  citizens  of  Portage,  often 
including  large  sections  not  dealing  with  Portage. 

These  works  were  inventoried. 

b.  Visual  Materials 

This  section  of  the  State  Historical  Society 
contains  some  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  century 
photographs  of  Portage.  Many  of  these  photographs 
were  duplicated  by  the  large  collection  held  by  the 
Portage  Free  Library. 

c.  The  Historical  Society  Library 

Works  here  included  secondary  histories, 
nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  century  works  as  well 
as  more  recent  ones;  early  primary  materials  reprinted 
in  the  society's  collections;  census  materials;  and 
three  Portage  and  Columbia  County  directories. 

d.  The  Microfilm  Section 

The  population  and  manufacturing  census  from 
1880  to  1900  and  early  newspapers  are  on  microfilm. 

Only  a  few  selected  articles  referenced  in  bibliographies 
or  the  card  catelogue  received  attention  because  of  the 
large  amount  of  time  required  to  systematically  comb 
the  numerous  newspapers  printeJ  at  Portage. 

e.  Historic  Preservation 

The  state  inventory,  sites  on  the  National 
Register,  and  three  studies  done  in  the  area  of  Ward 
I  by  Philip  Salkin,  Jeff  Brandon,  and  George  Bartnick 
were  made  available. 

2.  University  of  Wisconsin  Libraries 

The  main  catelogue  listings  at  the  Memorial 
Library  located  most  of  its  materials  at  the  State  Historical 
Society.  The  Memorial  Library  itself  contained  little 
material  pertinent  to  the  project.  The  Geology  and  Biology 
Libraries  offered  environmental  data  which  will  be  incor¬ 
porated  into  the  report. 
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Historical  Research  in  Portage 

1.  Field  Survey 

Each  street  within  the  survey  area  was  walked 
to  inventory  approximately  224  structures  and  sites 
dating  between  initial  settlement  and  1930.  Each  struc¬ 
ture  was  located  on  a  field  map,  briefly  described,  and 
typed.  The  few  sites  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places  and  in  the  state  inventory  and  those  listed  in  the 
scope  of  work  were  inspected.  This  survey  required  about 
two  and  a  half  days. 

2.  Portage  Free  Library 

The  library  offered  only  a  few  published  works 
dealing  with  the  history  of  Portage.  It  did  have  four 
directories,  a  few  maps,  a  large  collection  of  photographs 
of  Portage,  and  several  vertical  file  drawers  of  unpub¬ 
lished  material  of  varying  quality.  Because  of  the  immense 
amount  of  material  which  was  often  not  useful  or  very 
reliable,  the  later  collection  was  not  thoroughly  studied. 

3.  The  Columbia  County  Courthouse  and  Portage  City  Hall 

They  both  possessed  a  few  maps  documenting  the 
platting  of  the  City  of  Portage,  probably  displaying  the 
original  ward  boundaries.  Later,  more  intensive  studies 
of  individual  properties  might  utilize  the  land  records 
which  were  largely  indexed  by  grantee-grantor  indices. 

The  tract  index  began  only  in  the  early  twentieth  century. 

4.  Local  Historical  Societies 

a.  Columbia  County  Historical  Society 

Located  in  Pardeeville,  the  Columbia  County 
Historical  Society,  founded  only  recently  in  1973, 
possessed  a  few  maps  of  Portage  and  some  nineteenth 
and  early  twentieth  century  photographs.  To  date,  the 
historical  society  has  preserved  little  written  materials 
pertaining  to  Portage. 

b.  Lodi  Valley  Historical  Society 

The  Lodi  Valley  Historical  Society,  located 
in  Lodi,  has  no  materials  relating  to  the  history  of 
Portage. 

c.  The  Poynette  Area  Historical  Society 

The  Poynette  Area  Historical  Society  of  Poynette 
could  not  be  contacted. 

d.  Portage  Canal  Society 

Mrs.  Fredricka  Kleist  of  the  Portage  Canal 
Society  offered  definite  opinions  about  which  sites 
in  Ward  I  were  worthy  of  preservation.  At  this  time, 
her  lawyer  is  holding  all  the  historical  materials 
collected  by  the  society  to  aid  in  a  determination  of 
the  ownership  of  the  canal  and  its  surrounding  lands. 

She  offered  her  assistance  and  the  use  of  the  society's 
materials  during  later  phases  of  the  study. 
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Oral  Interviews 

The  primary  goal  of  the  interviews  was  to 
achieve  an  understanding  of  what  sites  the  community 
deemed  significant.  Participants  included  Mrs. 
Fredricka  Kleist,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Wright,  Mr. 
David  Bennet,  and  Mr.  Paul  Dolton. 


Remaining  Work 

Re sea  rch 
study  of  the  1880, 
directories,  and  a 
Historical  Society 
material  describes 
standing  of  the  se 
nineteenth  century 
the  census  records 
in  date  from  1868 
porate  all  periods 


yet  to  be  accomplished  includes  the 
1890,  and  1900  censes,  some  business 
few  histories  and  maps  at  the  State 
of  Wisconsin.  Much  of  the  historical 
the  early  history  of  Portage.  An  under- 
ttlemont  history  of  the  second  half  of  the 
should  be  gained  from  an  analysis  of 
,  business  directories,  and  maps  ranging 
to  1929.  The  final  report  will  incor- 
of  settlement  in  Ward  I. 


Conclusion 

At  this  stage  in  the  investigation,  data  point 
to  three  potentially  significant  areas: 

1.  a  small  industrial  area  along  the  canal, 

2.  a  few  scattered  residential  areas,  and 

3.  an  historical  archaeological  area  related  to  Fort 
Winnebago  southwest  of  the  fort  and  the  Fox  River. 

The  earliest  town  site  along  the  Wauona  Trail  near  the 
Wisconsin  River  appears  much  altered  by  later  development. 
Making  evaluation  difficult,  even  the  areas  singled  out 
above  for  consideration  suffer  from  alterations  and  intrusions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joyce  McKay 

Historical  Archaeologist 
October  21,  1981 
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Correlation  Between 

State  Inventory 

Numbers 

and  Survey 

Number  Systeml 

Si  te 

1981  Survey 

State  Inventory 

Surgeon's  Quarters 

142 

none 

Fort  Winnebago 

142 

none 

Old  Indian  Agency  House 

144 

40 

Fox-Wisconsin  Portage 

218 

none 

Portage  Canal 

217 

82 

323  East  Edgewater 

111 

45 

210  Dewitt 

98 

161 

Riverside  Park 

42 

113 

Epstein  Brewery 

113 

46 

Plank  Road  Tollgate  House 

43 

43 

County  Fairground  Grandstand 

16  4 

41 

212  to  216  West  Wisconsin 

96-97 

112 

iNote  that  site  inventory  forms  are  located  in  the 
pocket  with  map  2  because  they  can  not  be  bound  into  the 
report  without  covering  data  on  the  left  margin. 
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hast  lake  hr.iikeib  ami  theie  is  .-.h  i  ng  l  i  ng  in 
their  gables.  1*. i» t  Like  tviv  notch. 


K*p  Nur.be  r 
lOH 


Or  l~i,C  Jt  1  Of; 


Address, 

f\  t  i  at  i  on  : 

1 1  1  f.c 

ml 

l.dgeuw  t  er 

NL 

.  NVJ  i,  be*  t  ion 

a  •  1  u  N 

Name/i’se : 

dwe  1  li  ng 

Style 

- - 

L  >.  4 

or ior : 

vernacul ar" : 

story. 

sijuare  house 

hr  i  ok 

Special 

_ 

Fcatuies.  „1U.  st, 

>rv , 

s«| ua  1  i  sli  horn. 

course a 

stone  foundat  i. 

Ml  . 

Segi.«« -nt  a  1  ar. 

mo  Med 

1  i  nl  e  1  .  Sh  i  ng  1 

led. 

peaked  doniiel 

center 

ol  the  1 i on l  tai 

ado 

K*>  •  Number  |  Addreis M nest  i on  il  il  .isl  iulpcwnt  er 


N k  \  ,  NW  ^ ,  Set  t  i  '.>n 
Name /Use  : 


1-7 

i/di 

veyi 

e  Mi  K.tv 

ic  ;  r 

Map  Nurher 


iid  1 1/ source  . 

ijm-  i9oi 

Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 

Comment fc/Bibl iographic  References : 

S. inborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company, 

1894,  1901  . 

building  chosen  is  one  at  a  number  ot 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 
lor  consideration  in  the  creation 
ol  National  Register  districts. 

National  Register  Poteutia 


Historic  Name/Source : 


bate / Sout  i  c* : 

1910-1919 

Architect  or  bo  ilder7Source  : 
unknown 

Ci-  -u:.«-ni  s /bibliographic  References: 

S.tnhorn  Map  and  Publishing  Co.  ,  1901, 
1910. 

building  chosen  as  one  ol  a  number  oi 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  tor 
const  derat  ion  in  the  cre.it  ion  of 
National  Register  districts. 

National  Register  Potential-jL 


Historic  Name/Source: 


hat  v/ Source : 

1901-1910 

Architect  or  Bu  i  IdeT/Sour ce : 
unknown 


Y>. ter  tor : 

f  f’.l  fifC 


Style  "vernacular":  ]  !  >.u-nor:  t  .mi.ent  s /B  i  b  1 1  ographic  References. 

1  st. TV,  sqm, re  lions.-  fr.mtc  N.niliont  M.ip  ..ml  i'ubUshlnp,  Co.,  1901, 

W!0. 

Special  Features.  I1,  ,i..rv  pvr.imi.l  mol,  i  i  sli  11,11  Id  •  >  liosen  as  one  ol  n  numliur  >f 

li.  ms.*  with  .1  .fluent  1. 1 ...  I.  t. . niul.it  i. .11.  A  1  .it  or  vo  rn.i.  ..  l.ir  houses  common  to  l*ortaKo 

porch  .  overs  tin-  trout  l.ti.nfo.  No  c-I-.i  .  .  it  ions  ,<>r  fens itlei.it  ion  in  Lite  creation  oi 
visible.  N. iiion.il  Register  districts. 


HP-02-11  (4-30-80) 

Nation*]  Register  Pot  en  t  i  si  $  £ 


11!/  J, ttl 


..W„  "if 

v  1  1  rt  y  «•  1  ] 

|j  P 

“i  t  aye 

K«j.  Kef ej  fiue 

J  redel  j  .  ,<  A  ,  ti.n 

-ri.i 

i«’T  n 

t  i  i  v  r , . r  i  . 

i-i 

.  by  (  i  l  v  o  l 

Hsus  n 

I'.iri.i,  v,  19  /  .• . 

Other:  x 

I  Vt  viu  . 

■  U'yrc  M.  K.iv 


3 :  0-  1 


d 


3re  at  ion:  Ud  tuieew  ,u»t 


^  Section 

N;»n*e/ls»c :  dwelling 


k  9  1- 


*  ur.it er  I  Sc  vl« 


lui 


t'rtcr.rationj 

t .»••  i u. 


"ve  mac  ular' 
c  l  ass  icu  1 


I  xt  ct  ior : 
li  rick 


Special  Kcatuies  . 

A  iic.irlv  square,  tw«*  .sim  v  hoo: 

with  ti  l  i  lo,  {>vi.i;iii«i  rm»l  .  barge  ruol  ovci- 
b  Ke»  t uiiy.ul.tr  cement  I  1/ 1  «»r  h/ 1 

panes  in  windows.  Conn-in  Mock  louudalion. 


Nej-,  Number 


Addre*b/1  c-c  at  ion: 


3JA  J.-iSl  JaJgewuler 


Map  N ur..t cr 

io<. 


Ot lent  at  ton 


Ne?..  Number 
J:  2 


a 


Kap  Number 
1  10 


/i  ei»t  at  ion 
In  in*  N.W 


NV  *.  J^W  1,  Section  q  ,  T  j  •  N.  K  »j  ^ 
se : 

dwc  1  l  inn 


Style:  „ 


vermicular" 


two  story  oil 


Exterior : 


i>P«ci*l  Fc«ur«.:Au  „ ,  ,  sl,.l|)l,1  ,,„u;io  uit|,  ,  ,  ,/• 

main  section  ami  a  1  slmv  winy,  toim-nt  Murk 
\ oundat ion. 


Address /Locat ion ; 


317  Cast  Kdgewater 


,  T  Id  N.  k  9  K 


NK  NW_  fc,  Section 

Namo/U»«  JWf  11  illy; 

blvlc  "Vl!|  1,.,,  ul  ir"  Fxlei  lot : 

...  .  ,  .  I  rime  am! 

t»reek  Kcviv.il  u-iui.I.- 

I.  sjust  i*S  si. Im. 

Special  ji_,  .it,.,.  |  i,.  win,..  .,M,- 

end  faces  the  st  n-i-t  .  An  oil  a*  the  i  •  •. « i  .  It 
has  cornice  returns  ami  a  Intel  hast  Ink  >  ,  »•  . 

I  890 1  s  jio  rcli . 


HiMi'i  ic  Noitil'  /i>i»urce  : 

|  hut e /Sour ce : 

l»  fisil.lv  19  19-  19  29 

|  Architect  or  Bu  i  1  dt*r/Sourc  e  ; 
unknown 

j  Comment 6/fci bl iographic  References: 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Co.,  1919, 
1929 . 

building  chosen  as  one  ot  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  ooiiuiion  to  Portage  for 
consideration  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 

National  Register  Potent ial*£ 


Historic  Name/Source: 

Dai e/ Source: 

1850-70 

Architect  or  Bu l 1 de t /Sour c e : 
unknown 

Co::nnents /Bibliographic  References  : 
Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Col umb i a 
( ? 1  »n  [j  »  K. t  scons  i  n ,  18  7  3 
titii  Ll  iiitt  t.hoscn  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  lo  Portage 
for  consideration  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 


National  Register  Potenti  .jj: 


Historic  Na»e/Source: 


Iiatr/Rource: 

1850- 70 


Architect  or  Bu i 1 der /Sourc e  : 
unknown 


f  cut  s/Bib) i oy r  aph ic  References: 

Harrison  ami  Warner,  Atlas  of  CoJ_wnb  1  a 
t. miity,  Wisconsin,  187  3. 
building  chosen  ns  one  ot  a  number  ol 
vei  n.iciilar  houses  commni  l  lo  Portage 
t « » r  cons  i  derat  i.»n  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts, 

HP-02-11 (A- 30-80) 

National  Regibter  Potential-^ 


» 


» 


V'  :  laKr  [ 3 

['3  r.  ,  t ...  . 


ktlmi.iP.  i  k  A. 

u>jr  Q  Ci  i  V  I't  r.M  : 

lsfh  O  i\>ri. 

OtUert  V 


Address /local ion : 


Ci  t  v  i  n/  i  in.-' 
l.v  I'nv  ,>i 


Hist  otic  Nana* /Rem  c  c  '■ 


Ml  Fast  Cdgew.it  t 


Djte7Sour ce 


sv;  t,  St-tti 

dwelli  nj» 


. .  T  i.  x  a  t 


Architect  or  Bui  1 der/Source : 


"viTlM*  ular" 
t « * r y  ell 


local  c  ream  brick 


Si-tiia!  h  .nuies:  ^  j  -j//f  >s|,,ry  ell  wiLh  stone 
1  Dtiini.it  i on.  Cube!  uu * !  1 1 i i « « •  above  the  windows. 
!  tj]  iciidlt:  .stv)<*  1>.  i  y  with  brackets  and  porch 
as  well  .is  It  alienate  sidelights  and  over- 
light  around  the  front  dour. 


Address /l  cu  ation: 


10- 1  hast  Cdgewatcr  and  Adams 


Comment t> /bib!  logi aphic  Reference*: 

Harrison  ami  Warner,  Atlas  ».f  Columbia 
County,  Wisconsin,  1  M  7  5 ;  C.M.  Foote 
Co.,  riat|n»ok  1 1 1  Columbia  bounty, 
Wisconsin,  1890;  Sanborn  Map  and 
!*nh  1  i:.h  i  up.  Ci<.,  189'*.  boil  dinr.  chosen 
as  one  ol  a  number  ot  vernacular  houses 
common  to  Fortune  tor  cons  i  <ler«it  ion  in 

the  i  real  ion  ot  Rational  Hoc  i  S>t  c  r  dis-. 

National  Register  Potent lalx 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Nf.  *j  NW  Lr  Section  8 

T=7?b  tT  jwiTi'  7* 


T  I  ’  N .  R  9  I 


Kap  Nur.Ler  J  Stylt  "vorna 

one  stut v  ell 


vernacular  : 


loca l  cream  b r i ck 


Ci  i  ►!«  t  $ 1 1 an 


Lpeciul  Features.  An  ell  with  a  1'..  story  main 
section  and  a  1  story  win...  Segmental  arches, 
lover  the  d*j"i  and  windows. 


A*ldi.  'location  1()(,  l  .,sl  i  dv  i_-ic.it  o  t* 


Special  features 


tur,>6  A  no.,  r 
a.  ill  roof  . 
emeu  l  1  inti  I 
Ci  :.ien l  Mr.  r. 


i  •'  s«i •  la  r«  ,  two  st  or  v 
Cargo  root  over 'hane,. 
s  .  j  I  1  o  r  f>/  I  panes 
1  ounii.it  i  on. 


I>aie/SouJ«:  e 

1890- 70 

Architect  or  bui lder ^Source : 
unknown 

eotroen t s/Bib 1 tographic  Relci ence*: 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  CriljimbKi 
County,  Wi^sionsjn,  1873. 

Hu i  I  I  i  up  chosen  as  one  ui  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
conSi  dor.it  i  on  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 


National  Register  Potent  i  a  1  *1. 
Historic  Ndini/Source' 


baic/Sunrce : 

probably  19 j 9- 29 

Architect  or  Bui  1 Jer/ Source  : 
unknown 

Cooarnr s / b l b  1  mp  aphic  References: 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Co.,  1919, 
1929. 

building  chosen  as  one  oi  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
consi  do  rat  i  on  in  tlu*  creation  of 
Natimal  Register  districts. 

HP-02-11 (4-30-60) 

National  Register  Potent  l  al  -  [7 


Village  LJ 

l  1  tv  Pi  1  t 

age 

Kup  Kvte rente 

Predc-  r 

uut  n 

t-'itv  O 

I'Mib  M 

1 — *  1  r  t  ,  .  1 

Add!  <•»»/!<.(  4  non:  A  l  7  East  Kdgewatei 


2*^1  ^ Section 

K -ut-e/bse  ,  ,  , 


K  Nd  .r/f.njice: 


Map  * '.ri.be r 
}  1  A 


dwe  1 1  i  ng 
bungaloid 


Spec i a  1 
ret  mini 
si  root . 
Window 


Or  i  e-.i  at  ion 


Kef  Number 


Features : 
Int  house 
kectung 
panes  a  re 


The  gable  of  the  1  \j  si».iy, 
its  well  as  the  poreh  tines  the 
ular  bay  along  the  side. 

3/1.  Poured  cement  foundation. 


A  2  1  K.  i  s  l  l\  d  now  .iter 


NF.  t ,  NW  *  .  Set  tlor.  H 
N dine  /  l;i» e  . 


T  .  ]  2  N .  k  y  t 


K.p  ;<u«.l.er  Scyl.:  Bun(..,|,.id 
Hi 


O;  l  eiit  *t  i  or. 


special  Features:  n»e  ^ul,it.s  4,t  the  I*..  Mmv  rot- 
t. m^ul. ir  house  and  its  poich  laoo  the  stro.-t. 
Poured  cement  foundation.  Window  panes  .ire  1/1. 
Jenkin's  head  nof.  Hr.ukits  m  cur  aloe,  the 
side,  .uting  as  an  oxtoiisioit  ot  the  ratters. 
Stick  decoration  in  gable  ol  porch. 


y-:  ;;□] 

Kap  Number 
1  It, 


Addret./Location.  4  u  |:,ls(  1  dnow.it or 

NK  l. 

Ml 

\ ,  Sec  t  urn  y  T  l_L 

">J  L 

Naroe/Uae  : 

dwe 

1 1  i  ng 

4tylr 

r  rn.ii 

„1  i r 1  ■ 

1  s t  *  <  r square 

house  1  r.n.'rt 

Special  K 

t-atures:.,)  ,  ,  . 

A  1  .  st  i •  i  v  ,  sipi.ir  i sb  In  a  .. 

■  with 

i  p\  ran  id 

l  im  5 

.  Molded  lint*  1:..  Peaked  . 

loi me r 

mi  1  root 

t  acavl 

,» . 

bill  v /  Sour  c  t 

1919-  192*#,  pi  obahly  i  loser  to  1929 

Architect  or  bu i I der/Source : 
unknown 

Comment  s/Bibliogiaphic  References: 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Co., 

1919,  1929. 

building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number 
ot  vernacular  houses  common  to 
Portage  tor  consideral ion  in  the 
creation  of  National  Register 
districts. 

Ndtiontl  Register  Potential^} 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Dai e/Sour  cC 
c.  19  10 

Architect  or  bu l lder7Sour c e : 

unknown 


C.  •  ms/bibl  lographic  References: 
tin  ?it  rm  iurc  was  not  shown  on  the 
Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company's 
ll,-'9  map.  It.  was  probably  built 
shortly  at  tor  its  publication, 
building  chosen  as  one  ol  a  number  ot 
vernacular  houses  common  t*>  Portage 
lot  «  onsidei.it  ion  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts,  . 

_ Nat  iooal  Register  Potential*! 


Historic  Name- / Source: 


l>«t  e/Sout  ce  : 

I«9U-  19  10 

Anhitcct  or  bu i  lder/Sour c e  : 
unknown 

i  i  t  .i  -  ut  s  /B  i  b  I  \  og  r  apfcit  Kr  {  i- 1  em.fk  : 

C  .  M  .  I'o'ti  N  t:->.  ,  PI  at  book  ot  Col  Limb  la 

County  ,W  I,  I  H90  $>. inborn  Map  and  Publish- 
i  n.'  C.  tiipanv  ,  1910. 

Kuildin>  >  bosen  as  otu-  ot  »  number  of 
vti  n.u’iibir  houses  common  to  Portage 
tot  consi  der.it  i  on  in  the  it  cation  of 
Nat  i "ii. 1 1  HP-02-11  (4-30-80) 

Re.-  i  st  e  i  districts. 

National  Register  Potential*^ 


0 

1  wisher 


:»r  i  er  r  ion  : 
l«i*i  i  nr  N .  E 

Nt-p  .  Number 


«  .  •ii« .  i »  oi  "T^r; - 

[j 

V>'.  W«-  n 

Cm-  I’.. II. 1.1 

K.i|-  he f e  r i*iit  c  .  I redei it  k  A.  lut-i  t*  i  , 
dot  [3  r i i  v  i»:  I’nri.i.  pub. 

USi'b  [j  I'.  ri.,’.  ,  l‘)/h 

Other:  x 


(  i(  .•  i. iij'  i  m*i* r , 
i-v  i  it.  *•! 


u 


ml  (;„rn,.r  ,,,  Ih  U  i  !  t  .ill, I  ].„,,t 

l.dgewal  e  r  Streets 


a. _ .  t  u  n»  *  y  j- 


Nl.1  NW_i»  Section 

Nar.  e/Ubt* : 

coamierc lal  building,  Paramoul  Pharmacv 

Style  Ext  cr ior : 

bri  *:k 

Special  Features:  lW()  S(_orVi  t  1  .t t  root  bui Idino 
with  dentil  cornices  under  its  eaves  and  a 
east  Iron  trout  with  fluted  pillars  stamp**! 

"  Port  ace  Iron  Works/  1902" 


Adcress/' !.<»<  at  ion 


UK  East  Edp.ew.it or 


N  .  Se*  t  ion 


3.  . 


>  i»ior  Qj 
Map  SohA.tr 
10S 


L>i  lent  it  i*>i 

Keg.  Nw:  uer 

1: 


dwe  1  I  i  up. 


d 


y.np  No;  he  l 


Style :  -  - 
one  siiirv  ell 


....  il  1,11  " 

Ext 

•11 

I  rami:  with 
later  s  id  ini’. 


Special  Features:  om.  story  ell  with  britk 
1  oundat  ion .  No  visible  e  I  aborut  i  otis. 


Address /I  ni  .it  ion .  AO  l  East  Edgewalor  and 
Jefferson  Str.il:, 


Na.:  *  /!  >»• 


,v  V, 
i  omr  ei. 


.  T 


U 


N.  K 


5F..L. 


i  .i  I  b<ii  1  •  1 1 1 1 .* 


Erl.., 


f  r  i  *  Se  t  v  i  < 


Style 


t  >  c  .-r  ior 


i  nbb  1 1  :»l »  ue 

and  brink 


Special  F»aturea.  Jiv.»  st.iy,  J  Ial  roo!  En  i  J  a  i  ny 
with  (  ii<  1st  .to  rv  of  nibble  stone  and  tin-  Jnd 
'■I  hii  F.  Segment  a  1  a  relies  ever  window. . 
Appear*.  t.>  have  undergone  eons  i  defab  I  e  '.dili 
e  -tion.  As  so*  rated  conipKx  t » t  bnildim t.«rn 
d  <wii  . 


Historic  Name /Source  : 

«  entitle  1  i  i  .i  1 
hot  e/ Source : 

e.  1902 

Architect  oi  bu i 1 der /Source : 
unknown 

Comment  6/bibliographic  References: 

Assuming,  th.it  the  east  iron  front  is  an 
rrip.in.il  part  uf  the  building,  the  date 
was  !e rived  I  rum  the  building  itself, 
flit*  Sanborn  Map  and  Publish  inf’  Co.  map 
dates  it  between  1894  and  1901.  Unre¬ 
lated  to  other  buildings  in  the  survey 
area,  this  structure  was  noL  reeommended 

for  '>T.lu-r  «*-y^nf1>i'-Ri1f!iitiV‘t>W}'*f1t.al-P 


Historic  Na»e/Source: 

Date /Source : 

lb SO- 70 

Architect  ox  Bui lder7Suurce  : 
unknown 


Corani-nt  s/Eibliogiaphic  Refeiences: 

Harrison  and  Warner,  At_las  of  Col  i  itiil » la 
Count  v ,  W  i  scons  i_n ,  1873. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  ot 
vermicular  houses  common  to  Portage  lor 
eons i de rat i on  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 


Nat  zona  1  Register  Fotentidl-R4 


Historic  Naiae/Source : 

Henry  Epstein  brewery 

hare/Sotirce:  company  founded  at  tills 
loc.it  ion  in  184‘* . 

A;  Mint  oi  Bti  i  1  .ler  / Sou r  c  e 

pi-'l-ibly  Ib-nry  Ipstein  had  the  building 

Ini  It  . 

I  f-:ar>etiU>/Bibliogi  aphic  References; 

!.W.  Hut  t  e r l  i e  1  *1 ,  I  be  Histmv  ot  Col umh  i a 
[i  mint  IMSO:  fi  H-  Jb  ;  Port  «^e  I>ailv 
[ReL  i  M  er  ,  9  M/ I‘M9. 

,1k*  iiisi’  i>l  tlie  alteration  *»l  the  standiig 
building  and  the  dost  ru»  t >  on  ot  the  rest 
o)  tin-  compl*  a ,  the  site  was  not  recom¬ 
mended  l*o  HP-02- 1 1 (4-30  80) 

I n i I  her  st  udv . 

Rational  Register  Relent i al ~p| 


I 


'  i*l!i  1  t  \  HI  .  Wt. 

U 

v,  l3 

£*s._  Q  .->■ 

Mup  keferciut 

.our  n 

\r*_  l  1 1  V 

uses  n 

*—*  i'»  *  I-  r 

01  lift- :  V  11 


V  i  t*.k-  rivk  A.  H.uTt  «-i  ,  City  !  iu.iiu.fi, 
1  i  t  v  ot  Port  i.;e ,  pub.  t> v  (.  [  i  v  ot 
Portage,  l ‘i  ,•  h . 


K'  Name  /Suur  c 


hti  i  ss/Lotvition: 

2j4  West  idgewat e  r 

MW 

l .  NW 

i,  Section  8  ,  T  12  N,  h  9  i. 

"T+/  V 

S  e  . 

dwe  l  1 

1  i  n  g 

vlV. 

"vel  li  t. 

•ular" 

t  xter  iiir 

1  hi 

HiSc 

t  r  ai, e  and  *  1  aphoard 

•c  *a 

1  1  •  -ItulCS  .  |  j  //  , 

Hu  iv,  1  room  deep,  2 

out  w 

ide,  re* 

•  angn 1  a  r 

house  witli  rear  lc.m-too 

me  lit 

block  t 

•  •und.it  ion.  (  entered  1  rotu  door. 

t  hie 

/  Halt  ei 

uite-  like 

peaked,  centered  t ront 

rmer 

W  i  t  i  t  I  * 

umded-  toj 

•  windows  and  keystone 

Name* 

,rU*t' 

dwe  I  I 

mg 

Sty* 

e 

•uoeii  Anne 

[Efc‘- 

ait 

r  ’  l rame 

and 

a  ! 

at 

« ■  i  s  i  d  i  n 

£p.  ^ 

i  al 

ins  1 

Hit* 

oil  Anne 

lions*.- 

s  hui 

t  rotn 

p.it 

tern  b< 

auks  in  ; 

in 

rb 

an  Sett  i  lie  ,  this 

exam 

plv 

is  has 

ically  a 

toil 

*> 

si orv , 

long. 

tia  r  r 

red. 

anp  1 

1  e  w  i  t  i  i 

its  nari 

row  :i 

iivi 

r  la*  ing 

the 

at  i  ee 

n  h 

as  mult  ip i< 

C,  high  ; 

■  eak« 

•J 

r » >•> f  s  . 

A  I  .it 

«• 

La  :>  t 

lake 

•  porch 

to  till  > 

;  i  dc . 

foment  block 

1  mm- 

•**?K  •  Number  |  Ad<lr«ss/LOv  at  ion;  pg.’,  We..(  L  i  -ev  i c  or 


I  ...  ,_J 
L^.ZS] 

v.Ij.  Nu  -:..-'r 


.  T  I-'  N ,  R 


ilwi*  I  I  i  ng 


l>ute7s*  urce : 

1880- 70 

Architect  or  Hui lder/Sourte. 
unknown 

Comment (•  /  ft i b 2  iograph ic  References. 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 
(bounty,  Wisconsin,  1873. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 
tor  consideration  in  the  creation  ot 
National  Register  districts. 

National  Register  Potent lal - fx] 


Historic  Name /Source : 


Date/Sv'urce : 

1894-1901 

Architect  or  bu i ldei /Source : 
unknown 


Cl  .:si,e:tt  s/bibl  iograph  ic  Re  fe  remits  : 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing.  Company , 

1894,  1901. 

Bui  Klin*;  chosen  as  one  ot  ,,  number  ot 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  tor 
.Consideration  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 

National  Register  Pot en t i a  1  -  bj 


Historic  Name /Source. 


Ha f  e/Source : 

1894- 1901 

Aivbitecr  or  Bu i 1 dei /Sourc e 
unk  nown 


txi-rior  t  ran.*  w  i  t  L 
tit*  t  s  i  *1  i  n 


Style  ,,  .  ,,  t  xi  »■  r  K»r  t  r.m.r  with  i  *-j»r-ent«*/Ribl  iograpl.ic  Ref#*i  ence#. . 

v>  i  n.iv  u  l  .i  i  ; 

1  sterv  |„„e  cutta’c  1  ,ur  slll,n*'  ^inborn  Map  and  Publishing  Companv, 

...  ' _ r_  " _ L  .  JlJ _ ....  _  _ _ 1894,  1901. 

Special  F ..  at  ure* .  t  Ul,  [  j  v ,  ,u.t*  roctvinv.ul.it  in  Building  chosen  .is  one  ol  ,,  number  ot 

shape,  llo  l1^  >  t  o  r  v  In  •«!;•»•  has  a  liippe-1  root  and  Vernacular  house  common  to  Portage  tor 
a  tear  ell.  Molded  lintels.  Cothic-like  p»  .iked  runs  i  der.it  ion  in  the  cieation  of 
guMe  in  the  center  *»t  t  he  trout  facade.  Cement  National  Registci  districts, 
block  t « 'und.u  i .Hi .  HP-02-  1  1  ( 4- 30-80) 

National  Register  Patent i a  1  - frf) 


LI 

y  _t3_ 

M.,j.  K,t..r.-n>.  ht,l,.||,k  A. 

D\‘.  j-j  <  iiy  *>l  IWt.o-i  ,  pui). 

■SGS  □  1’i.rt  .i  197K. 

Cither:  x 


AJd  r  e s  /  Local  i  on ; 


J  16  <\i.<k  St  re«  i 


t  i  t  v  Iti/  i  ii v* 


Hif  ti*r  il  Nani-  /! 


k  orw.ie  r'k  i  .1 1  n.sc'.s 


M  *  Nh  i. ,  Section  }  ,  7  lj 

Kane/l'st- 

bar  /  i  cst  aut  ant 


t 


Da  t  e rSotir  l  f  : 
IHHO’s 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 


1 1  a  1  lontat  t 


K  x  t  e  r ior : 

i: ream  brick 


s,.vial  m  e  *  ^  two  bt*»iv,  tlat  root  « ,>ni- 

merMiai  biiilJiitj,  with  rour.iiiJ  ,  si  i  1  i  ted-ar  <  bed 
wi  taU.ws  ,  dentil  w««rk  ,  iuul  «i  si  i mul  story  i>av, 
Ihc  lir.-.t  story  tacade  is  altered  extensively. 


S.^h.r  I  Add"eR!'  117  Mlifli-tt  MlWt 


N..n:e/Lher 


t ,  St  ^  t  i  on 


,  r  l  '  n,  k  v  w 


r  -£i 

Nap  Number 


Opel  at  ivv 


fai.  i.p  w. 


Style  t At «rior: 

coimii.ivi.il  bui  loin/  local  cieam  brick 


Special  Peat. ires  A  one  storv  buildinp  with 
its  /able  lac  in/  the  m  r»  t .  S. /mental  arches 
ever  the  windows  and  doors.  Coursed  stone 
t  uiimiat  i  on. 


Addr.s,/  l.o.-at  icu  .  ,()0  c.,Hlk  Stt,.lt  anj  ,.m  k 


Nl  N t  i.  Section  /  T  L’  N,  k  9  |-, 

h.r.ie/Use.  dwelling 

Style  ''vernacular"  7xteri.tr. 
one  story  eil  Maine  and  c  l.ipbo  at  ti 

k  i*ec  i  a  i  Matures:  t)lK,  sll,lv  ,.11  wUll  ,  i .  k  i,„m- 
ii.it  i on .  N011-.-l.iMSif.1l  p.-i.ii  l.ii.  r  .i.I.Il-,1  tn 

t  lie  f  r  »ilt  . 


Comment  s/Bi  bl  iograpbi c  References  . 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing,  Company, 
lM8‘3,  1889. 

because  of  the  extensive  a lU- ration  oi 
the*  bui  ldinj» ,  it  was  not  recommended 
for  further  consideration  for  the 
National  Register. 

National  Register  Potential 


Historic  Name/Source: 
Portage  Woolen  Mill 


Date/Source : 
prior  to  1894 

Architect  ox  Bifi  lder /Source  . 
unknown 

Con men t s /Bib  1 iogt  aphic  References: 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company, 

1894.  Area  not  shown  by  earlier 
nips.  because  the  area  has  been  so 
disturbed  by  recent  building,  the 
structure  was  not  recommended  for 
lutuie  study. 

National  Register  Potent  ial-E-1 


Historic  Name/Source: 


bat  t-/ Source 


Architect  or  but  Uer/Source: 
unknown 

Comment s /  B i b  1 1 i>im  aph ic  References  : 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 
County ,  W  i  si  < -us  in,  [  8  7  i. 

Huililin/  v  ii-isen  as  one  d  a  number  ot 
vc* i  ti-ic  ti  1  a  r  houses  t  «r:iiK>ii  to  Porta/e  for 
consideration  in  the  croai  ion  of 
National  Register  districts. 

HP -02- 1 1 (4- 30-80) 


National  Register  Potent  u  1  -  fc~] 


Villa*.-  □ 

City  G3  i*. ■  1 1 y 


Map  kifcn-mi 
tK-T  □ 

i'siis  n 


r  rede r i ok  A .  il.u  rU  r  ,  C  i  t  j  j, 
».  itv  of  Poru^e,  puh.  bv  Ci  iv 


Nf&  N-.Ur  I  AUdi  fis /Loc  at  ion  ;  , 


407  Wisconsin  Street 


liiMor  iv  Nam.* 1 1,.  >iiT  c  v  : 


[c-u.  [3 

K'»p  *  .“.brr 


V.  NW  k ,  Section  ;i  _ 

Naimr/l-M* : 

dwel ling 

C  v l c  ■  ii  .  . .  F x i  f  i  i o r  ' 

vernacular  rxu,u 
temple  Croeek  Revival  l  rau.e  ai 


,  T  )Z  N,  K  ^  ^ 


ami  clapboards 


Special  foaturaa  1  '  )/',  sl,',r'v  1,7,  usd"  whose  'g,ble 
I'ml  f.ui-s  the  Street  with  an  ell  jt  the  rear, 
hoar  placed  toward  one  side  ot  the  structure. 
C't  in  t  at  ion  lenient  block  t  oundac  inn .  lastlake  porch  added 
to  the  front. 


bat  eTSource 
1850- 70 

Architect  or  bu i 1 der/Source : 

_  unknown _ _ _ 

Comment s/Bi  bl  iographic  References 
Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 
County ,  W i s con sin . 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 
for  consider.it  i  on  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 


National  Register  Potent  1  a  1  - Q 


P«p  Hunker  style,  "vernacular"  Exterior:  f  ( 

1  Story,  rectangular  espestus  siding 


‘Jr  in. i  i  »r 


Spec  i  a  l  Features .  One  storv,  1  to  2  r.i.nv  rec¬ 
tangular  house  with  a  rear  ell.  Centered 
tiont  door.  Coursed  stone  foundation.  CoruK 
returns  on  each  side*. 


Address /Locat ion . 


1 3 1  Mul let  t  St i fct 


Comment s/Bibliographic  References: 

Harrison  and  Warner,  At. liLs  <11  Columbia 
County ,  Wi  sconsin,  1873. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  nuntoer  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 
for  considerat ion  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 

National  Register  Potential-  Q 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Section 


Style 

Creel*  Revival 


Fxterior:  C  omm*»nt  s/Bibl  togr  aphic  References; 

t  r.aiie  and  clapboard  No  maf’s  clearly  show  the  sturcture. 

_  _ _ _ _ The  Harrison  am!  Warner,  Atlas  of 

1*2  storv  house  t temple  section)  C-°  1-l,1,ib  !a  (:.u,,.nAy»  Wijsjxnisin ,  1873 
ices  tite  st  reel.  There  is  a  shivs  a  house  In  its  general  vicinity. 

Because  the  area  has  been  so  disturbed 
bv  recent  building,  the  house  was  not 
rocommneded  HP-02-11 (4-30-80) 
tor  further  study. 

National  Register  Potent  tal-  [~^ 


Ocit  e/ Source . 


T  ll  ..**•  H  y 


lb50-70  (approximate) 
Architect  or  ftu i ldcr /Source : 


Spc.ul  F.«tu..»  ,ia  st„rv  I,,  ms.*  i  temple  suUon 
whose  gable  end  faces  the  street..  There  is  a 
side  wing  which  nay  he  original.  Coursed  stone 
foundat  ion.  Cornice  returns  *>n  the  temple. 


I  ■  mill  »  t  \  C*1  1  OWtl 

U 

vi\lJ|<e  □ 

Cit>  H  l'..|-t..t-A-  _ 

Map  Reft  rent  e  . 

DOT  n  l rede  rick  A.  Hjeru-r, 

uses  rj  ciLV  llt  ,>"rl 

n»  x  l'ort;ijy,  l  9 />  . 


City  Engineer 
bv  (' i  i  v  o  I 


AJdr  e&e/Locat  ion.  ,  ,n  ,,  .  . 

i  j9  Mui  lei  t  Street  on  l  lie 

southeast  side  of  the  Porta*.'*  Canal. 


|  NW _ i  NW_i,  Section  8  ,  T  12  N.  Ry 

_J  Narae/Ukf:  Sunnyside  Feed  Mill 

W 


nr  '  i  t  i  Sc  vie  : 


Special  Feature*: 


Exterior : 
f  rame  anc 


and  clapboard 


Or tent  a t ion 


,  [  Addresa/Locatinn: 

*  115  Mullet  t  Street  a  Ion*'  the 

smith  east  side  of  the  Portage  Canal. 


N.%1  i[  NW  fc,  htctior;  8  ,  T  12  N,  K  9K 

Natue/Ube .  pl)rtage  Hoisery  Company 


hi«fcial  Feature!.:  ,  _  . 

Three  buildings  of  the  com¬ 
plex  pre-date  19)0:  the  yarn  and  knitting 
rooms  (1881),  warehouse  (1912),  and  washhouse 
(1924).  No  elaborations  observed. 


bar  I  Address/Locat icn : 


NF  NK  V,  Secti 


T  l  2  N ,  R  9  1  • 


Furniture  stripping 


I 


Historic  Kdme/Souice: 

K.l'i.  Wentworth  Crain  FI  ev.it  or 
L#  f  <•/ Source . 

Tbe  company  was  l  ouiuled  at  its  present 
location  in  1862.  Elevator  could  date 

as  eacly.-^s— 1868, - —  — 

Architect  or  Bui lder/Source : 

R.B.  Wemt worth 


212  Cook  Street  near  Wlsconsi 


a  1 te red 


c  ream  hr i ck 


b»  ei  iat  Fiotureg:  . 

\  two  s(iii  v,  I  lot  root  ,  com¬ 
mercial  hoi  Idinp.  I  rout  lai.iih-  .ilici  ul. 


Comment s/Bibl iographic  Re  fe rentes : 

.  Kugen,  Blrdys  Eye  View  ot  Portage, 
1868;  Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Co., 
1885;  I..H.  Chapin,  Portage  City  Dl rectory 
1870;  C.W.  Butterfield,  The  Hi  story  of 
Columbia  Co , ,  Wis . ,  1880 :  6  53- 36 . 

Because  setting  of  f eedmi 1 1  altered, 
not  recommended  for  further  study. 

National  Register  Potent  ial-  f~] 


Historic  Name/Source: 

Portage  Hoisery  Company 


Uat  e/ Source  :  ....  ,  ,  . 

ine  company  established  in 

1878;  began  building  on  present  site  in 

I  MU  1 


Architect  or  Bu  i  lder/Source : 


Comments /bib 1 iographic  References: 
l.K.  Jones,  A  History  of  Cu luiub ia  Co^, 
Wis.,  1914:  203-05;  Federal  Writer's 
P ro  j ec t ,  American  Guide  Series: Portage , 
1938:52;  Portage  Daily  Rugi ster ,  1909; 
Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Co. f  1885, 
1929.  Because  of  alterations  of  its 
present  context,  site  not  recommneded 
for  further  study. 

National  Register  Potential- L4 


Historic  Name/Source: 
commercial  uses 


Date/Source : 
1880’s 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 


Comment s/Bibl iographic  References ; 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company, 
1885,  1889. 

Because  of  the  extensive  alteration  of 
the  building,  it  was  not  recommended 
fur  turther  consideration  tor  the 
National  Register. 

HP-02-11 (4-30-80) 


National  Register  Potent i a  1  - Q 


T).,te  : 


,.w„  □ 

Vl  -  i  •«««•  □ 
Ci<»  H 


I'ul  l...  , 


Mjp  Reference:  j  ,  .  , 

UUT  Q  A-  ''..ertrr, 

uses 

Other .  « 


<  i  t  v  l'«.rt.,  e  ,  pub . 
Portage,  H/H, 


(■ltv  Ku>'.  i  iu*er  , 

by  City  hi 


I-'/  l/8| 

Sui veyor 

Joyce  Mt-K.iv 


AJdi  a sb/ Local  ion  : 


106-120  L)odge  Street 


^NW  ^  J4W  Section  __  g  .  T  12  N,  «  9  K 
amt. /l  st  Indus  trial  building  now  owned  by 
Hay  Col*  6.  Son,  Commercial  Refrigeration 

sTvU 


F.xtet ior : 

local  cream  brick 


Special  Feature*: 

A  one  story  building  whose 
gable  end  faces  the  street.  The  lintels  are 
segmental  .» rcl.es  with  rounded  windows.  Rounde< 
window  in  gable  end. 


Hrs.tr.i  ic  Name / Soul c e :  probably  the  only 
remaining  building  of  tile  1‘ortage  Iron 

Foundry . _ _ _ _ _ ’ _ _ 

Date/Source :  ~  ""  — 

While  the  company  was  formed 

[h'*  i  I  t  r  i  .ip^t  i’ri,bably  not 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 


Comments /  B l b  1  i ©graphic  References : 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Co.,  1894; 
L.H.  Chapin,  Portage  City  hi  rectory, 
1870;  C.W .  Butterfield,  The  History  of 
Columbia  Co.,  Wis.,  1880:  6  3  3-36. 

Because  much  of  the  original  complex 
appears  to  be  gone,  the  building  was  not 
ecommended  for  further  study. 

National  Register  Potent  i  a  1  - 


Ad dr esb/Locat ion : 


221  Brady  Street 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 

18/0-90 


t,  h. ,  Section  8 

Ihinie/UfceT  “ 


T  12 


N,  K  9  C 


dwel l ing 


Architect  or  Bui lder /Source : 
unknown 


Stvle 


"vernacu  l.ir" 
l  house 


Exterior : 

frame  ami 
esposios  siding 


Special  Features:  a  .  I 

a  two  sioiy,  one  room  dcc>),  twJ 
rooms  wide,  rectangular  house  with  rear  ell. 
Gothic- like  peak,  in  center  of  front  facade, 
bav  widow  on  the  side. 


Harrison  and  Earner,  AtTas  of ‘'Columbia 
County,  Wisconsin,  1873;  C.M.  Foote  & 
Co.,  PI  athook  of  Columb  la  County , 

W i scons in ,  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
consideration  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 

National  Register  Potent  ial- la3 


Address/l.ncat  ion : 


225  Brady  Street  and  Townsend 


Historic  Name/Source: 


ME  _t,  NW  _k.t  Section 
Na.np  /Uae  : 

dwelling 


T  J2..N.  *2  £ 


Date/Source : 

1870-90 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 


vernacular" 

story  ell 


Special  Fra 
one  story 


Exterior: 


l rame  and 


espestos  siding. 


lUrrR  i  3/4  story  main  section  with  n| 
wing.  No  elaborations. 


Comment  6/Bibliographic  References: 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atl_is  o_f  Col  until  la 
Wisconsin,  1873;  C.M.  Foote 
6  Co.,  Plat hook  of  Columbia  County , 
Wisconsin,  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  ot  i\  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
onsideration  HP-02-11  (4-30-80) 
n  the  creation  ot  National  Register 
districts.  National  Register  Potential-g] 


« 


»'  i  lm  R.  n  • 


*  |  ; 

l  S  HI 

Itw; 

fj 

V  l  . *  uhC 

!  1 

City 

i a 

Mup  Reference 

yor 

n 

uses 

n 

Ot  iit-r  : 

X 

Ail*)  i  e  as /Lot  ion  .  12fi  Br.idv  and  Timm, , son  Si,,*.*  is 


bv  Ci  tv  ui 


Histoi  it  Name  /  Sou  r  c  e 


12/  i/81 

bn/  ivy  or 

Joyce  McKuy 


'd'  i,  Section 
dwol 1 lug 


T  12  N,  R  9  K 


"  vi:  macular" 
I  house 


f  rume  umi 
espestos  siding 


Special  >ti»tures:  , 

l  J/**  story,  one  room  deep,  two 
rt.nn.s  wide,  house  with  roar  ell.  (loth  to-  1  ike 
peaked  dormer  in  center  of  front  facade. 

Coursed  stone  ioundation. 


Address /l. or  at  ion 
Pauquotte  Street 


IiO  Thompson  Street  ami 


...  -±Ji 
•'•«F  N  ini. Jr 

3b 


N 1-  ■  MU'  t ,  Section 

Name  /V  a e  .  .  I  ~ 


Special  Features;  .  .  •>  , ,  . 

A  I  »/-*  storv,  I  root':  deep, 

2  rooms  wide,  rectangular  house  with  lean- too 
addition.  A  Cot  hi  r-  l  ike ,  peaked  dormer  in 
the  center  of  the  front  facade  with  a  more 
1 1 a  1  ienat e*- 1  Ike  rounded  window.  Coursed  stone 
f oundat Ion . 


i  rame  ami 
aluminum  siding 


'■t  i»  nr  it  »an 
lac  iliy,  S  .  L 


Nt*K  •  i 


2  :  11-12 


Addresa/L.-cat  ion  ; 


I  10  Dodge  St  root 


Nl- 


IV--.fi] 

Map  Nnn be i 


I  lido  :  t  r  iii  1  bull  dim  owned  hv 
Custom  Screen  Process  Print  in. 

T  F x tenor 


Special  Features, 
bu i Id i nr . 


t  rame  and 
tar  paper 

l.ar^e,  two  story  indust  »ia) 


•  i».  t  .i  t  i ra 

ta  in.  f . 


bat e/Sour re : 

18/0-90 

Architect  or  Bu i lder/Sour ce : 
unknown 

Comment b/Hibliugraphic  References: 

Harrison  and  Warner,  At/1  as  of  Columbia 
OMintv,  Wlscjunsin,  1871;  C.M.  Foote 
i*  c<>.  ,  P lathook  of  Co  1  umh  i a  County  , 
Wisconsin,  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 
for  consi derat  ion  in  the  creation  of 
Ni< l  tonal  Potential- gj 


Historic  Name/Source: 


bate/Source : 

1850-70 

Architect  or  bu i lder/Sour ce : 
unknown 


Coratient  s/Bibliugraphic  References: 

Ha rr i son  and  Warner,  Atlas  o_f  Columbia 
County,  Wisconsin,  1S73. 

Dili  Klin);  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  structures  common  to  Portage 
lor  consideration  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 

_ National  Register  Potential-El 


Historic  Name/Source : 

T.H.  Cochrane  Warehouse 

bate /Source : 

1901-1910 

Art  h 1 1  ec t  or  bu i lder /Source  : 
link  Di'wii 

Comments /Bibliographic  References: 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company, 
_ I  1901,  1910. 

I  Because  of  Its  spuria!  context,  l .  e . , 

I  few  buildings  of  its  type  built  In  Its 
|  era  of  construction.  It  was  no  felt  to 
be  significant  enough  tor  further 
study.  HP-02-11 (4-30-80) 


National  Register  Poten 1 1 a  1  ~ [  | 


I 


Adiite?  «, /I.*  v.at  jon:  _  HiMrric  Naim-/ Sciui  ce : 

21M  Brady  Street  «  nd  I  hemps* -n 

St  reel 

I)jt  e/ Source : 

1870-90 

NL^  *•  $  ,  T  ^  N,  K  ^  ^ 

Nettie /t  se  :  Architect  or  Builder/Source: 

unknown 

Style.  Ve  rn.jtMiIar*'  Interior:  Comment s/Bibl  iographic  References: 

l  house  Maine  and  clapboard  Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  o_f  Co  1  umb  i  a 

County ,  Wi scons i n ,  1873;  C . M .  Foote  & 

Special  Matures:  1  \J  U  story,  1  ruom~clee[),  2  ~rooi  F'°  *  *  f  lilt  book  ol  Columbia  County, 
wide  house-  wi tii  nar  ell.  Molded  lintels.  [Wisconsin,  1890. 

Coil,  ic- like  dormer  in  center  of  front  facade.  ^‘e  building  is  considered  too  isolated 
Hubble  stone  foundation.  from  houses  of  its  period  to  merit 

National  Register  potential  status. 

National  Register  Potential-  Q 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Architect  or  but lder /Source : 
unknown 


bx  ter i oi : 

I  t  ame  and 
•  i  I  mu iu urn  sidiny 


Iupt-wii  riaiureb  ,  ,/,  ,  . 

1  j/m  st.'iy,  i  room  deep,  J 
ro.  m  wide  house  with  rear  til.  Molded  lintels. 
Cothic-like  dormer  in  center  of  front  facade. 
Kuhble  stone  foundation. 


I  Comment  s /bib  1  iegraphic  References  ; 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  o_f  Columbia 
County ,  Wisconsin ,  1873. 

The  building  is  considered  too  isolated 
from  houses  of  its  period  to  merit 
National  Register  potential  status 
at  this  time. 


Address/Loi  at  icn :  j  j  5  Bradv  Street 


Nls  Ny  Section  £ 


tlwel  1 » ng 


National  Register  Pot  ent  i  a  1  -  \L\ 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 
1870-90 


Architect  or  Bu i 1 de r / Sour ce : 
unknown 


"vernae ul.ir"  f  rame  and  . ;v,l,'‘"v;7arn  , 

-  -  ...  Harrison  ami  Warner,  Atlas  of  Col umb 1 

one  st»»rv  ell  aluminum  siding  ,  ’  - - -  - - - -- - 

_ _  1  _  _ _  _ _ <  ountv ,  Wisconsiji,  1873;  C.M.  Foote 

i-,i.cial  Features :  o,u.  >st„,  v<  ell-shaped  lu.i.Sf  ^  1’Jiithook  of  Columbia  County , 

with  rulihle  stone  foundation.  No  e  lahov.it  i  ons  .  Wisconsin,  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 


C«*Jiur.e*nts /Bib  1  iographic  References  : 
Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Columbia 
County,  Wisconsiji,  1873;  C.M.  Foote 
N  Co.  ,  PI  at book  of  Columbia  County , 


vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  tor 
onsiderat Ion  HP-02-1 1 (A-30-80) 
in  the  creation  of  National  Register 
districts.  National  Register  Potent ial~[^| 


4 


I 


-n  U 

Vl  ['] 

JLilz _ _5L 

Map  keft*rt*t»4  * 

DOT  □ 

USuS  Q 

Other.  ;< 


T  A  . 


a  l  a 
Fled 

l.'i  l  V  i' 

For tap 


i  i  i 


pi 1 1 > . 


C  i  t  v  l.u.,  i  m  i 
bv  Ci  tv  of 


30 


...til 

:.ber 


I  2  f  j/H! 


hoi veyoi : 

Joy*-*.*  Ml  K. 


Aihb  ess/Locat  ion: 


113  Brady  Street 


UW  .  *•.  Section 

K.Mh«*/l>be:  ,  ... 

Uwel ling 


T12  »■  «'J  L 


St  vie.  *»  i  f* 

vernacular 

I  sti'iv,  rectangular 

col  La^c  _  _ _ 

special  h-otuifs. 


frame  an<l 
i'S|»vstoti  Hiding 


l  we  sD-ry ,  1  to  2  room,  n-t  t  angii- 
l..r  house  with  a  gable  root  whose  eaves  parallel] 
the  st  i  tret.  Wing  and  ha  y  added  later.  Cement 
d lock  toundations.  No  elaborations. 


Hiuoru  Name /Sour  u* : 

l»at  e7Source 
1870-90 


Architect  or  Bui lder /Source : 
unknown 

Comment  s/Bibl  i  ographic  Reference*. : 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  ol  Columbia 
Country,  Wisconsin,  187  3;  C.M.  Foote  & 

Co.  ,  Platbook  of  Columbia  County, 

W  f  scons tn ,  1890. 

building  chosen  as  one  ol  a  number  ot 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 
tor  consideration  in  the  creation  ot 
National  Potent. al-fc] 


Neg  Number 


Address /l.oc  at  ion :  117  Brady  Street 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date /Source : 
1870-90 


t,  Section 


-=!i! 


dwe 1 l ing 


.  T  1  2  .  N .  K‘Jt 


N  j;:.ber  j 

Style: "vernacular" 

Exterior:  ,  ramu  u  aft 

i  1  storv,  rectangular 

espestos  siding 

L^LId^e...  _  . .  - 

Spevi.il  Features  one  story,  1  to  2  room,  rectan¬ 
gular  house  with  a  gable  roof  whose  eaves  par¬ 
allel  the  street.  El  1  at  rear.  Front  door 
close  to  center.  No  elaborations. 


Architect  or  Builder /Source . 
unknown 

CoRsuent s/Bibl i ographic  References 
Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Co 1 umb 1 a 
County ,  Wisconsin ,  1873;  C.M.  Foote  & 
Co.,  P latbook  of  Col umb ia  County , 

W  j scons in ,  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 
for  consideration  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts.  _ 

National  Register  Potent ial-tM 


N 

2:  0- 


Aildresa/Luv  at  ion : 


□ 


121  Brady  Street 


Historic  Name/Source : 


NW 


Secti 


,  T  1 2  N ,  K  9  {■: 


Date/Source : 

1870-90 


Name /Use 


dwelling 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 


Nap  Nunbr.r 
32 


"vernucu 1 arM ; 


brick 


S  l  y  1  * 

1  story,  square  house 

Sp7cTa"rK:aTu7.r's~y  s<Jliarts  ,  8tolv> 

roof  house  with  rear  ell.  No  elaborat  i»u,a . 


Comments /Bibl iogr aph ic  References  ; 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Co  1 umb i a 
County,  Wisconsin,  1873  and  C.M.  Foote 
&  Cl).,  P latbook  o  1"  Co  1  umb  i a  County , 
Wisconsin ,  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
rims  i  iler.it  i<mp_02-l  l  (A- 30- 80) 
in  the  creation  of  National  Register 
districts.  National  Register  Potent i a  1 -  |^| 


1 


I  1  if-  K  11 


U.K,  Q 

tu t  N  r 
36 


or  i  *rr.  tat  ion 


Ni  ^  .  Somber 
I  none 


n 


'’  7=-7  P; 

..ij.  Nur.Ker 
3  5 


ji  i •  f*.  .if  i  >r. 


i 


.  Nuxt-er 


M 

Ji> 


-  1 1  tit  .it  ior, 


1  l  ck  A.  i : . i 

I  lls  ivrt.i  e 
IVrt.ice,  1 9 7m 


•  l*i  •  t* i  iv  rngiiui-r  , 
[ml. .  l>v  Ci  t  \ 


A»M  it h t> / l.ix  at  i 


128  Brady  Street  ami  Thompson 


_ NL  5  ■  NW  C  Sec  t  ior _ tj  _  .  T  12.  K’  k  U  £ 

Nan-f : 

dwe 1 1  ing 


S  t  v  1  v  : 


vernacular* 
1  house 


i.xt  ei  ior  : 


t  ranie  and 
‘sjustos  siding 


Special  feature*,  j  storv>  \  roon]  deep.  2  root 
wide,  rectangular  house  with  rubble  stone  foun¬ 
dation.  Gothic* 1  ike  peaked  dormer  in  the  centei 
of  the  tiont  facade.  An  ell  to  the  rear  with  a 
false  front  at  its  end. 


Add res s /hoc at i on : 


129  Brady  Street 


V*.  X .  NK  1,  Section  ^ 
Nane/cbe  . 


n 2-N'  K 


dwe  11 t  ng 


St  y  1  e 


"vernacular" 
l  house 


Exterior :  framc,  i  llivrt.d 
with  a  later  siding 


Spe.  iiil  Features  .  yW()  story,  1  room  deep,  2  room 
wide,  rectangular  house  with  a  gable  roof  whose 
eaves  parallel  the  street.  Central  front  door. 
Ell  at  rear.  No  elaborations. 


Address /Location : 


124  Brady  Street 


I  2/  i/8  l 

Sui veyor  : 

Joyce  McK.i 


Historic  Ntitm*/ Source  : 

dwe 1 1 i ng/store 
Dat  e/Sourre : 

18/0-90 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 


Comment s/bib  1 i o*r aph i c  References: 

Harrison  and  Warner,  At  1  as  of  Co  1 umb i a 
County ,  Wisconsin ,  1873;  C.M.  Foote  & 

Co.  ,  P latbook  o£  Co  1  umb i a  County , 
‘Wisconsin,  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
consideration  in  the  creation  of 

National  Register  districts.  _  .  ,  co 

National  Register  Potent  i  al- |Xj 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 

1870-90 


Architect  or  Bui lder /Source : 
unknown 


Comment  s/Bibl lographic  References : 
Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Columbia 
County,  1873;  C.M.  Foote,  Platbook  of 
Co  1 umb i a  County,  Wisconsin,  1890. 
Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  in 
the  creation  of  National  Register 
districts. 


National  Register  Potential-  Id 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Mi _ liL_C  Section  £  .  T  12  S,  K  a.K- 

Nam** /Uae :  .  ... 

dwe 1 1 1 ng 


Fxter ior : 
I  i  ame 


Sl>lc  "vernacular" 

1  house 

Special  Feature*:  ,  .  . 

1  5/4  story,  2  room  wido, 

room  deep,  re-  tangular  house  with  rear  ell. 

Centered  front  door.  No  el  ahor.it  ions  . 


ate/Source : 
1870-90 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 


unknown 


Comment s /B ib liographic  References: 

Harrison  and  Warner,  At_L‘*s  °J.  Co  1  umb  1  a 
County,  Wi sc ons in ,  187  3;  C.M.  Foote, 

P latbook  of  Col umbra  County  ,  Wisconsin, 
1890".  “  -  " 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
cons!  der.it  I  ..*8-02-13  (4-30-80) 

i" .sb-'iVt  wi  -  □ 


t 


l  uauauu 1 1 y  or  lown. 


Dote: 


t i Id  Hull. 


City  of  l\.ii.»ge 

Map  Reference: 

Frederick  A.  H.icriei,  Cit,  I  nr,  i  me  r  ,  t.ity 
Portage,  pub.  by  City  at  IVitu.-.e,  19/8 


13/3/81 

Purveyor : 

luvrc  Mi'K«iy 


;*ddr...A.Vva«io»!  12A  Brjdy  strcl,t 


;  Hie  tori c  None: 


Map  No. 

13 


T  j  2  _ N ,  H  _ 

Bldg.  Name,  l  ee: 


blot  i ea  : 

-  i  3/4 

I 

‘Sty  1  e : 

1  "verivti'nl  .ir" 


Nr. 


%  NW  H.  Section 


duel  1 ing 
I  Uoof ; 


Date  &  Source: 

|  1870-90 

'Architect  &  Source 


unknown 


Kol>K- 

leaves  parallel 
ibLniiiL  1 

Lxlerior: 


roundUil  tone : 

COVe fed 


unknown 


1  house 


t  ranie 


Or i  entail oia  i 


Special  Knatut'tta; 

i Two  room  wide. 


Neg.  No. 

i :  19 


No  elaborations. 

one  room  deep,  rectangular  house 
iwlth  centered  trout  door  and  rear  ell. 
Ctddreem^Locu  1 1  unT" 


!  Comment* ;  Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las 
i  (iC  Columbia  Count  y  ,  Wi s cousin,  1873; 
IC.M.  Foote,  Platbook  of  Col  umbia 
Ctnin ty ,  Wisconsin .  1890. 

[Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
| vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage. 


109  Bradv  and  Wisconsin 


r  1  ^  n  j  k  9 

"Bldg.  Nam  «/u  Be  j 


NW 


[Date  4  Source': 

probably  1910-19  30 


X,  auction 


dwel 1 ing 


Map  Vo . 

if  9 


Onenlati '»« | 
facing  N.W. 


bton  os  : 

one 

Style: 

j  bungaloid 

Special  Features*  : 


iMoot8  Jenkins 
(head  roof  lacing!  c 


KouDd.it  ions: 

cone  ri  te 


Architect  &  Source: 
unknown 


Owner : 

I  unknown 


1st  reel 


Kxterior : 

f  rame  and  c  lapbo.i  r*l 


Neo-classical  type  front  porch 


Neg.  N (i . 


:  Addresa/Loca t i on : 

St  reet 


;Co«».nv.:Not  recorJed  on  the  last  1929 
|  Sanborn  Paris  map  so  that  the  struc- 
_<  probably  dates  c .  1930  or  the  bui  lding 
was  ommitted  from  the  map.  Too  isolated 
from  structures  oi  its  period  to  merit 
Mat  i  onal 


304  Brady  Street  and  Thompson 


NE 


'A  NW  g.  Section 


Map  N»> 

hH 


Ul«ig  .  Name  l  ue  : 


Stories: 

1  3/4 


dwe 1 l i ng 


gab  1 
caves  pur 
it  reet 


roof  I 
1 1 1 ci  ! 


Historic  Name: 


f“*‘»  4  sWc.T '1870-90:'  Harrison  and 
(Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia  County,  Wl, 

1873;  C.M.  Foote  &  Co.  1890. _ 

Architect  4  Source: 
unknown 


Foundations: 
rubble  stone 


unknown 


siv  ie:  "Vl.|  nacular 
l  house 


!  Lxter,°*i  Coenent* :  building  chosen  as  one  of  a  num- 

j  1  rank*  and  clophn.iid  |ber  of  vernacular  structures  common  to 
-1  .Portage  for  cons i derat  ion  in  the 

,)ni'  room  denis  tw..  room  wide  h«ms^,.r<.Jt  ion  ,,f  National  Register  districts. 
Willi  centered  trout  door.  Onlv  elaboration  is  a  i 
pelht-like  centered  peaked  dormer  on  trout  tacadij. 


Orientation:  1Sp,cial  Feature*:  . 


Nc»’  ■  I. umber 


Color  ["} 
Map  Number 


190 


I-  LuUdXti 

P-ciTT 


Orientation 


Neg .  Number 


1:1/ 


i  C 


-....a 


’.’umber 

18 


v»:uKe  □ 

C  >  ty  [x]  I’ort 


Hap  Reference:  Frederick  A.  Ilaerter,  City  hng i nee* r J 
USCS  Q  City  ut  Portage,  pub.  by  City  «>i  I 


Other : 


Portage,  1978. 


12/1/81 


Surveyor : 

Joyce  Mr Kay 


drest /Locac ion :  417  Thompson  Street  and  lironke 


i,  Sectic 


NW  k,  NL 
(ijne/l'sc:  dwelling 


,  T  12  N,  k  9  E 


Style: "vernacular" 

1  story,  rectangular 


Lxterior : 

f rame  and  clapboard 


Features : 


A  one  story,  rectangular,  1 
to  2  room  house  with  several  ells  added  to  the 
rear.  Haves  of  a  gable  roof  parallel  the 
street.  The  front  door  is  centered.  Hubble 
stone  foundation.  No  elaborations. 


Address/Locat ion : 


118  Washington  Street 


SU  i,  NE  i,  Section 
fcame /Use : 


T  12  N,  K  9  F. 


dwel ling 


->t/le.  " vernacular" 
1  story  rectangular 


Exterior : 

frame  and  clapboard 


Historic  Name /Source : 


Date/Source : 

1870-90 


Architect  or  Bu i lder /Source : 
unknown 


Comment s /bib 1 iographic  References: 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 


County ,  Wisconsin ,  1873;  C.M.  Foote  and 
Company,  Platbook  of  Columbia  County . 
Wisconsin.  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
consideration  in  the  creation  of 
National  Regi^on^RSgNtVr  Potential-^] 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 

1850-70 


Architect  or  Bui lder /Source : 


unknown 


Comments /Bibl iographic  References; 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 


Countv ,  Wisconsin  ,  1873. 


Or  lent  a;  ».  n 

facing  S.E. 

Speciol  Features  One  story,  1  to  2  room  house  wit 
gable  roof  paralleling  the  street.  Ell  to  the 
rear.  Pediment  found  over  one  side  window 
(Creek  Revival  flavor). 

Although  the  dwelling  served  as  a  good 
example  of  its  type,  houses  surrounding 
it  are  not  representative  of  its  era. 
Therefore,  it  was  not  recommended  for 
further  study  at  this  time. 

National  Register  Potent ial- Q 

Nep .  Number 

Addres./Locat ion :  26g  Cook  Strcet  and  Lock 

NW  V.,  NW  i.  Section  8  .  T  1 2  N ,  K  9  i! 

Historic  Name/Source: 

none 

Date/Source : 

1850-70 

Na.'.-e  /  Use : 

dwel ling 

Architect  or  Builder/Source: 

unknown 

Color  [J 

Map  Number 

86 

Style,  "vernacular" 
one  story  ell 

f  xter ior : 

frame  and  clapboard 

Comment s/Bibl iographic  References  : 

Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Columbia 
County,  Wisconsin ,  1873. 

Special  Features:  one  story  ell  with  brick  foun¬ 
dation.  Lean-too  at  rear  and  a  later,  early 
20th  centruy  porch  added  to  the  front.  No 

Bui lding  chosen  as- one  oi  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
consideration  in  the  creation  of 

National  Register  districts. 

<>1  i nil  at  ion 

e  1  a bo  ra t ions . 

HP-02-11 (4-30-80) 

National  Register  Potent ial - fx| 

i.'/  j/bi 


M..}>  He 

f ert* net- . 

1  rede i  i . 

k  A.  Il.icrier, 

City  Engineer 

DOT 

□ 

City  *>! 

Portage,  pub. 

by  City  of 

uses 

Other  : 

□ 

I'or  t  age 

,  19 /V. 

iiui  veyor  : 

•  loyce  Mt  Kay 


Addr  ess/Locat ion : 


212  Washington  Street 


Historic  Nanie /Source  : 


SW  t.  NK  k,  Sect  ic 
N  ante /t:  fee :  dwelling 


1 11  N-  K  y__ 


?iep  Number 


,Stv1*-  '  pxterior:  ,  rame  wU)l 

vernacular  :  Z  story  espestus  sidin>* 

_ ell  _ _ _ _ 

Special  features: 

Ell  shaped  house*  Both  wings 
1  1/4  stories.  Cement  block  foundations. 

No  elaborations  visible. 


AddresWIcK.cioo:  J04  Was|u„gum  Street  and 
Thompson  Street. 


[  _ _ j  rftarie/Ufee 


j ,  Section 
dwel l ing 


Exterior:  fra(ne 
■  ilumlmin  siding 


Special  Features:  1  story,  1  or  2  room  house  with 
gable  roof  paralleling  the  street  and  rear  ell. 
Brick  foundation.  Approximately  centered 
front  door.  No  elaborations. 


Coivr  ~0] 


r..^  S  UIP  ber 


Add  r  os /Lot  at  ivn :  Near  lhe  southeast 
Townsend  and  Brooke  Streets. 

corner 

of 

NW  fc, 

NE  Section  8 

.  T 

12  N .  R 

9  K 

Name /Use : 

dwe 1 1 ing 

Style  ,,  .  „  Exterior.  rr_IfUJ  ... 

vernacualar  1  ramt  •UK' 

1  story  rectangular  aluminum  siding 

Uittuge  - - 1 - - 

Sp*ria)  Features:  One  story,  1  or  2  room,  rec¬ 
tangular  house  with  rear  lean-* too.  Front  door 
centered.  Gal.  It*  root  parallels  the  street. 
Cement  block  foundation.  No  elaborations. 


Date/Source . 

1 8  70-90 

Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 

Comii.ent  s/Bibliographic  References: 

Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Columb ia 
County ,  Wisconsin,  1871;  C.M.  Foote 
and  Co..  Plat book  i>f  Columb i a  County , 

W i sc on si n ,  1 890 . 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
consideration  in  the  creation  of 
Nat  lorn,  1  ^Kl^tternl;|S^rg^r  Potenti.,_B 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source ; 

1870-90 


Architect  or  Builder/Source : 
unknown 

Comments/Bibliographic  References : 

Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Co  1 umb i a 
County,  Wisconsin,  1873;  C.M.  Foote 
and  Co.,  Platbook  of  Columbia  County, 

W i scons in ,  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
consideration  in  the  creation  of  National 

Register  districts.  .  ,  r-i 

National  Register  Potential-BU 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 

1870-90 


Architect  or  Bu i Ider/Source : 
unknown 

t  omr.ents/Bibl  iographic  References  : 

Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Columbia 
Count jy ,  Wisconsin,  1873;  C.M.  Foote  and 
Company,  P 1 atbook  of  Columbia  County , 

W i s cons  In ,  1890. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage  for 
HP-02-11 (4-30-80) 

consideration  in  the  creation  of  N.R. 
districts  National  Register  Potential-^J 


Add. e*** Loral  ion:  On  the  south  side  «>i  . i  .*>  i  n 

Street  .it  the  juncture  of  Ontario  .il.-n,-  r  he 
W i  hi  oi»»  i  it  River 


NW_  Nu^J^Sec  :  ion  _  ^  ■  T  ^  N,  *  K  ■. 

San e/i!se :  Fort  Winnebago  and  Duck  Creek  Flank 
Road  To  ligate  House 


Map  Nimbi  r 


f.xt  e 
i  l 


I  urine  N.W 


ime  uiul  claph. 


Special  h'litutft.. 

now  a  one  sturv,  single  room 
edit  iii*  marking  the  northern  terminous  of  the 
plank  fold  which  ran  south  from  Pauquelte  St. 
to  south  of  Duck  Creek  (along  route  51  in 
Portage! . 


Addresa/I.ocanon- alonK  t||c  Wisconsin  River  south 
of  Wisconsin  Street  near  its  juncture  with 
Pauquette  Street. 


SK  i.  NW  i.  Section  s  .  T  12  N,  K 


Name /Use:  shelter  in  Riverside  Park 


i 


Historic  Name / Source : 

Riverside  Park  shelter 


Special  Features  its  siyn  states  "WHERE  THE 
NORTH  BEGINS" 


Address/ Locac ion :  218  Washington  Street 


Architect  or  Bu i lder /Source 
probably  a  W.P.A.  project 


Comments /Bib  1 lographic  References : 

Portage  High  School,  "Portage  Historical 
Remini censes , "  1949-1951:  29-  30,  housed 
at  the  Portage  Free  Library.  This 
park  shelter  does  not  appear  to  have 
National  Register  significance. 


National  Register  Pot eut ia 1  - [ZJ 


Historic  Name/Source : 


SW  1,  NE  \ ,  Section 


Name /Use:  dwelling 


T  12  N.  R  9.  li_ 


St  vie 

"vernacular" : I  house 


Exterior,  frame  and 
es pest  os  siding 


Special  Feature#.  |  story,  r.r t.mgul ar ,  .’  loom  Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  o 

wide,  one  room  deep  house  with  rear  ell.  Front  vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 


Architect  or  Bui lder /Source : 
unknown 

Comments /Bibliographic  References : 
Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Columbia 

_  County,  Wisconsin,  1873, 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 


rooms  are  unequal  in  width.  2  front  doors. 
No  elaborations. 


for  consideration  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 

HP- 02- 11 (4-30-80) 

National  Register  Potential-  (7) 


L! 

Vl'.  lag*  Q 

v  it  i  [xj  I'm- 1  .».  i* 


Map  Kt  f  eror.tc - 

DOT  Q  Frederick  A.  iLieiier,  Cnv  Engnu»i, 

l.’SCS  Q  l.iiv  ut  Portage,  pub.  hv  bitv  uf 

0 1 r  :  ’• 


_l  .'  /J  '  *  ! 

Sui veyor : 

Joyce  MtK.iv 


AJj,»„/U.c-lioo:  At  t.Mj  OI  olll  lnJ,an  v.i(Ky 

K*m<1  near  juncture  of  Portage  Canal  and  box 
R i ve  r . 


Jii  i . 

Name /Us. 


l-.4tjr  q] 

Map  N.ir.Ut-r 


SW  1,  Section  v  \  .  T  |j  N,  K  ij  j, 

buck  Tender’s  Mouse  for  Portage  Canal 


I  strict.  ,rj 
c laplmard 


Special  feature®:,.  n  .  u,  ot 

Small,  about  8  x  8  ,  1  room, 

1  bttiv  building  with  gable  roof. 


Hiitori,  N  a  tin-  /  Sour  ce  : 
bock  lender's  Mouse 

Date /Sour  ce :  .  _  .  ,  ,  TIT,  -i« 
probably  1876- 78 

bock  render’s  boy,  kept  at  Surgeon's 

Quarters  _ _ _ _ 

Architect  or  Bui lder/Source : 
possibly  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

Comment s/Bibliographic  References: 

1  he  Corps  rebuilt  the  canal  between 
18/6-78.  bock  tender's  house  may  have 
been  erected  then.  Site  designated 
.by  local  residents. 


U»  i  e.-.t  ar  i  ,?n  ' 
i  uc  i  jig  N . 


Address/Loc  at  iof. : 
of  Center, 


East  side  el  Superior 


>•  bectlt,n  4  TU, 

bame/Uae . 

Wisconsin  Central  Depot 


Exterior:  ,  .  . 

t rarae  wi th 

board  &  batton  siding 


Sp-O.l  Feature. :  brackets  under  roof,  label 
moldings,  overlight  above  door. 


i  in.i  ition 

facing  N.E. 


Address /to,,  at  ion  . 
Center  Street 

Corner  ol 

Wauona  Trail  and 

SE  —  C  lit..  1. 

Section  j 

i-  .  T.  j.2_n‘  k  a 

National  Register  Potential ~  Jx| 


Historic  Name/Source: 

Wisconsin  Central  Depot 


Daie/Source : 

c.  1876  when  railroad  completed 


Architect  or  Bui lder/Source : 


Comment s /Bib 1 iographic  References : 

Jones,  James  E. ,  A  History  of  Columbia 
County,  1914:  102.  The  railroad  ran 
between  Portage  and  Lake  Superior  to 
service  the  pineries.  Building  is  now 
part  of  the  Thermagon  Co.  in  a  modern 
commercial/industrial  area. 


National  Register  Potential-Lj 


Historic  Name/Source : 


*«wi. 

lJ 

n 

t.  i  l  y 

a 

Hup  S»‘t, 

r »  «*»i 

bo  7 

a 

rv-ib 

□ 

Ot  t.vi  : 

X 

ruLUu  . 

e  l  •'*«■•  *  • '  i'  A .  i. i »•  i  1 1 •  r  ,  »  i  iv  I  u g  1 1 ii •  t •  i  , 

l  ;•  <’f  t'<  rr  i-  v  »if%  ,,j 

!’.  rt.igc,  1 9  /h. 


HlSli'tlC  NdiUtr  '  LiHj  i  c  e  : 


r 

P  *•  .is.br  r 
9 


Ni>  Number 


•  »p  ••iitiibcr 
49 


•  >r » •  :»*  ir  >  on 


»,  NW  ^  Section 
Nanie/Ut,e  : 

dwe  1 1  ing 

St*v  le: 

b ungaloid 


Exterior : 

frame  ami  clapboard 


Special  Features:  Jlj  story  rectangular  house 
whoae  eaves  lace  the  street.  Porch  across  the 
front.  A  large  dormer  in  the  center  »»l  the 
front  facade.  Rafters  extended  tindei  the 
eaves.  Window  panes  3/1. 


Address/Locat ion : 
and  Townsend 


northwest  corner  of  Superior 


NE  fc,  Section 

otme/Use :  .  .  ,  . 

dwe  I  l  mg 


T_„U.N, 


but e/ Source: 

1 850- 18/1 

Architect  or  Bu l Ide r /Source : 
unknown 

Conunen  l s / H i b 1 i ogr  aph i c  Re  f  ei  cnees  : 
Harrison  ami  Warner,  At  las  of  Columbia 
•  Wisconsin.  187  3.  The  building 
was  chosen  as  an  individually  signifi¬ 
cant  example  of  a  vernacular  type. 


National  Register  Potential^} 


Historic  Name /Source : 


Date/Source : 

1918-1929 


Architect  or  Bui lder/Source . 
unknown 


Comments /Bibliographic  References : 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company,  I.td., 
1918,  1929.  The  building  was  chosen 
as  an  Individually  significant  example 
<>1  a  vernacular  type. 


_ National  Register  Rot cn t ia 1 - EJ 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/ Source : 

probably  1850-1870  (no  source) 


Style:  "vernacular":  1  Kxte* :°r; 

storv  rectangular  anJ  flaphoard 


Comrwn rs/Bi bliographic  References: 

Maps  tailed  to  depict  the  house. 

_ _ _ I _ _ _ _ _ j The  building  was  chosen  as  an  individ- 

Special  Features.  ^  story  rectanKU,ar  |umSL,  uith  wily  significant  example  of  a  verna- 

ell  at  the  rear  and  a  rubble  stone  foundation.  ‘  ular  t5,Pc- 
Molding  mid  corner  board. 


Nf  i'  Number 


v>'i-s*  n 

C 1 1  •  [X|  1‘or  t  «if*c 

MjP  k»f Frederick  A.  Haertei ,  City  l-.ugineet 
D  >jf  Purl  .ito,  Hub.  by  City  <>! 

0  ner.  D  l9‘/8- 


Name/Use : 


r^~nl 


Map  Nui»  ber 


dwelling 


Style:  "vernacular":  Cxterior: 

one  story  ell  frame 

Special  features:  j  story  ell  shaped  house  with 
rubble  stone  foundation.  Molding  board. 


Historic  Name /Source  •’ 


L>ate75burce : 
1850-1871 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 


Cotn»;ent6/Bibl iograph ic  References: 
Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Columbia 
County,  Wisconsin ,  1873.  The  building 
was  chosen  as  an  individually  signifi¬ 
cant  example  of  a  vernacular  type. 


Or ient  at ior  . 


National  Register  Potential- fv) 


Neg.  Number 


fl rh‘.  .3 


Map 

17b 


Historic  Name/Source 


Date/Source . 


probably  1850-1870  (no  source) 


Architect  or  Bui lder/Source : 


Exterior:  Comments/Bibliographic  References: 

painted  brick  Maps  failed  to  depict  the  house. 

_ The  building  was  chosen  as  an  individu- 

Special  Feature. :  |  story  k1,  shaped  |,ouse  with  a  ally  significant  example  of  a  vernacu- 
lean-tuo  at  the  rear  ami  a  brick  foundation.  lar  type- 
Watertable,  Segmental  arch  over  the  windows. 


Neg .  Number  I  Address/Location: 


304  East  Edgevater  near 


„NE  j,  NW  fc,  Section 


Name/U.e  :  dweUlng 


.  T  12  N,  R  9  E 


_ _ Nat  ional  Register  Potential- 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 

probably  1850-1873 


Architect  or  Bu i lder/Source : 
unknown 


Style:  •*  vernacular":  Exterior:  Comments/Bibliographic  References: 

1  house  Portage  cream  brick  Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 

— - - J _ _  County,  Wisconsin,  1873.  The  building 

fi  pec  t.l  Feature..  A  2  story  rectangular  house  was  chosen  as  an  individually  slgnlfi- 
whose  eaves  face  the  street  with  an  ell  at  the  cant  example  of  a  vernacular  house  type, 
rear.  Coursed  stone  foundation.  Segments l 
arches  uver  the  windows.  Small  portico  around  ■ 
the  front  door.  HP-02-11 (4-30-80) 

j  National  Register  Potential-  [x| 


1 


I  *  1 1.  I  l  \  •  1  V  Wti 

1 '  ui’-  rj 

Vi'lJKe  U 

Ci  c  /  [*j  *‘‘,M  .ge 

M“p  Kof  «•  rent  e  Frederick  A.  il.mUr,  City  i.i»#  i  m-c*  i  , 

J>“7  B  Cii\  ..i  Portage,  Pub .  by  the  Cilv  ot 

US».h  Q  ivrt.ige,  1978. 

i<t  her  ■  x  _ _ _ 


AJdrr>b /Location.  SOI  hast  Wisconsin  and  btudv  j  Historic  N«,n.e/Soui  c  e  : 


J!W_  *  NK  '*  5«ifiun 

NjW,“  Tlw 'ifinV 


1  1  J  N ,  K  V  K 


iiate^StMirf  e  . 

18/  i-  1890 


Architect  or  Bu  i  ld«*  r/ Source  ' 
unknown 


f  r.iii.o  and  clapboard 


Ktvle:  "vornjJl  ..7  llxTenor:  Comn.en  1 6 /B  ib  1  ion*  a  ph  i  C  References 

tkn  .ru  *  I  »  |  *  .  Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 

two  story  ell  frame  and  clapboard  *  - .  —  -  -  -- 

County ,  Wisconsin,  1871;  C.M.  Foote  & 

b,,.(T,i  wUI,  j  i~„t~,'r7  i:°--  1  »J  £vL‘!»y-* 

m;m,  »,•>  turn  and  a  one-  story  wi„g.  Molding  and  Wi »«••!"«»" .  1«?°.  The  building  was 
cornice  boards.  c,*osen  as  an  individually  significant 

example  of  a  vernacular  type. 


National  Register  Potential  [*] 


Address/Iucst  ion : 


1001  Wauona  Trail  at  Whilnov 


_ j  V;ame/U*e : 

'";r.  :a 


SW  i  Section  4  ,  T  1 2  N .  H  9  E 


dwelling 


p  Number  Style:  "ve macular 
157  two  story  el  1 


NVg  .  Number  I  Address /l.ocat  i  on  : 


East  end  of  Whitney  Street 


J  SW  1 ,  SW fc,  Section  4  .  T  1_2  N,  K9  E 

_ t  hutae/ l/#e : 

Tolar  □!  dwelling 

TuThS*:  ~  TryiT~~~i-1;ir„  |  r*TrTi7r :  . ” 


two  story  ell 


Portage  cream  brick 


S,,eciaI  1.11  shaped  house  with  a  two 

story  main  Suction  and  a  1  story  wing.  Seg¬ 
mental  arches  over  the  windows.  Steeply  pitcher 
notation"  gable  roof.  Watertable. 


Historic  Name /Source : 


Date/Sourc  e 

probably  1860-1880  (no  source) 
Architect  or  Bu i lder7Source : 
unknown 


eomi.»'iUs/Bibl  mgraphic  References  . 

Maps  fail  to  depict  houses  in  this  area. 
The  building  was  chosen  as  an  individu¬ 
ally  signifi»ant  example  of  a  vernacular 
type. 


National  Register  Potential  ca 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 

probably  1860-1890  (no  source) 


Architect  or  Bui lder /Source : 
unknown 


Comment  s/bibliographic  References. 

Maps  fail  to  depict  the  houses  in 
this  area.  The  building  was  chosen 
as  an  individually  significant  example 
of  a  vernacular  type. 


HP-02-11 (4-30-80) 

National  Register  Potential-^] 


t  mill 1 1  1  l  v  i'i  7  .  >wii 
K  un  tj 

v  1  1  a*  Q 

ill? _ a  iwug  _ _ 

K..p  kefertncr:  hr.-.k-rkk  A.  i|.,ert«r 

US, Is  R  CU-V  I'ub.' 

Other :  x  Portage,  19 /H. 


"her  I  Addj  .‘sg/Locat i 


115  Washington  between  Unit  and 


Ci  i  v  Kit > . i  uff 
t»y  City  «il 


Historic  Name /Source : 


[.zzzo 

Map  r  Style 

177 


M*-  ,  ■ »  NK_  i ,  Section  £  __  ,  T  \')  N ,  H 

Name/Use:  .  ,  tJ  ~  ~  ~~~ 

dwelling 


"vernacular*’: 

I  house 


Exter ior : 

frame  and  clapboard 


Special  Features:  . 

i  j/h  story  rectangular  house 
whose  eaves  face  the  street  with  a  lean- too 

. . partially  covering  the  rear.  A  peaked  dormer 

Crimination:  Placed  In  the  center  of  the  roof.  Molding 

U  .  .  .  ..I  'ft-  r  & 


Neg  Number 


bojrd.  The  foundation  is  covered. 


Add res s /loc at  ion: 


and  Thompson 


Hi  Michigan  between  Wisconsin 


1  SK  Nli  i .  Section  £ 

1  j  Name /Use"":  “ 

j  dwel  l  ing 

_ kill 


-JLU-P’ 


y.  ••  *  j  Style:  <> 

l0  I  two  sto 


vernacular" : 
ry  ell 


Exterior : 

frame  and  clapboard 


Orient jt ion 


Special  Features:  »„  „n  ,  ,  . 

An  ell  shaped  house  with  a 

I  3/A  story  main  section  and  a  1  story  wing. 
Stone  foundation.  Molding  and  corner  hoards. 


ba te7Sourcfc : 

probably  1850-1870  (  no  source) 

Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 

Comment s/Bibliographic  References: 

Ihe  maps  fail  to  show  the  buildings  in 
the  area.  fhe  building  was  chosen  as 
an  individually  significant  example  of 
a  vernacular  type. 


National  Register  Potent i a  1 - Q 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 

probably  1850-1870  (no  source) 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 

Conroents/Bibliographic  References : 

The  maps  failed  to  show  houses  in  this 
area.  The  building  was  chosen  as  an 
Individually  significant  example  of  a 
vernacular  type. 


National  Register  Potent  ial  - 


HP-02- 11 (A- 30-80) 

National  Register  Potential-^] 


Villa**  [  ] 

luv  (3  Poitage 

Hap  Kf  tel  ri»i.  * 

D(j7>  t rede  rick  A.  li.ier  ii-r, 

l!SGS  Q  ot  IjHl.vc,  pub. 

Other:  Portage,  19  78. 


i  tv  hug i iic-c* r  , 
by  Cilv  of 


•Joyce  >UKav 


N*g .  Number  |  Address /Local ion: 


529  Hast  tdgewater 


Historic  N«une/Source  : 


bate7Source  : 


. 10 


SW  k,  SK  k,  Section 
,;‘n‘*/,“e:  dwc-Ul^ 


1890-1910 


5 _ .  T  1Z..K,  X  a_-L  1 _ 


Map  Number  Style  :,,vtrnai  ular" 
l>c  2  story  ell 


leIlor  frame  and 
aluminum  Siding 


Special  features .  <,]]  lias  tUl>  13/4  su,ry 

wings  on  a  cement  block  foundation.  bastlake 
porch.  Queen  Anne  type  bargeboard  in  the 
liable. 


..  ..  .  I  Address/Location:  r m  .•  .  ,•  , 

Neg .  Number  I  502  bast  Ldgewater 


_ 0 


|  SW  » ,  Sb  Section 
■  Name /use: 

— 1  dwelling 


,  T  12.  _N.  R 


Hmp  Number  Style:  •■vernacular";  Exterior:  frawu 
121  2  story  ell  espestos  siding 

Special  Features:  The  ell  has  a  1  3/4  main 
section  with  a  1  story  wing  and  a  cement  block 
foundation.  No  elaborations  visible. 


.  Number  I  Addrets/Locat ion . 


109  Brady  St. 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 

Comrnen t s/Bi bl i ographic  References: 

C.M.  Foote  &  Co.,  Platbook  of  Co 1  umb 1 a 
County ,  Wi scons { n ,  1890;  Sanborn  Map 
and  Publishing  Co.,  1910. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 
for  consideration  in  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 

National  Register  Potenttalxl 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 
1890-1910 


Architect  or  Bui Ider/ Source: 
unknown 


Coranents/Bibl iographic  References : 

C.M.  Foote  &  Co. ,  Platbook  of  Co 1 umb i a 
County ,  Wisconsin,  1890;  Sanborn  Map 
and  Publishing  Co.,  1910. 

Building  chosen  as  one  of  a  number  of 
vernacular  houses  common  to  Portage 
for  consideration  In  the  creation  of 
National  Register  districts. 

National  Register  Potential*! 


Historic  Name/Source : 


..  Kb  — 

Name/Use : 


Hy _ k»  Secti 

dwel ling 


,  T  xi_.N,  R  £ 


Hap  Numbe 


r  Style:  Exterior: 

bungaloid 

c lapb oa 


rauic  and 
rd 


Special  Features: 


One  story,  rectangular  struc¬ 


ture  whose  gable  faces  the  street.  Poured 
concrete  foundation.  . Unkins  Head  roof.  Pic- 
Oi  Vent at  ion  ture  window. 


Date/Source : 

ca.  1930 

Architect  or  Bui Ider/Source: 


Comment s/Bibl iographic  References: 
Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Co.,  1929 
The  building  was  chosen  as  an 
individually  significant  example 
of  a  vernacualr  type. 


HP-02-11  (4-30-80) 

National  Register  Potent i a  lx  [ 


T  •  *wn 

■•-a  tJ 

1  _ Ml* 

It  t  V- 

h.ip  Keteii-i.-  e 

.  I-  redo i  i  ck  A.  a  ii-  t  it  r  , 

Citv  Lngineei 

hoi  □ 

C_i  t  y  o  f  Port  i ce ,  p ub  . 

l>v  Citv  u  1 

L'bGS  Q 

diner:  x 

Portage,  19/8. 

Number  Addi  e  Sj»  ■'  I  ;«ca 1 1  on  : 

f  none  | 


*>0 7  Wisconsin  and  Brooke 


Historic  Name/Source : 


7  £]| 

^  V  Number  I  St  vie 


8  k  .  *,  tjy  Section  8 

Nair.e /Use  : 

dw  e  1  1  ing 


T  12.  N,  Mj 


Stvl*  "vi  cu.n  ular"  l-xiortor:  (rrtme  a|1(| 
(,ri'^k  k.  v  i  vn  i  tc-mple  rljpboard 

Special  1  idtui  ft :  rr-  .  . 

Two  story  Imuse  whose  gable 

tacc-a  the  street.  Cable  roof.  Kastlake 
porch  ji-ross  the  iront. 


Oi'ii'.iat  *o:s  I 


, .  „  „  ,  I  AddresB/Lucat  ion :  ,,  ,  , 

N'*  Number  I  472  Washington  and  Mcl’hersou 


lCo,I'._.T3 

Number 

l  7  1 


ot  it  ..t  *t  i or. 


NW  X,  NE  s  Section  B 


Nj:;ie/Use. 

dwell  iilg 


.  T  12  N,  K  9  E 


Exterior : 

frame  and 

ttSpeSl  os 

siding 

Special  Features:  ll$  story  structure  whose  gable 
fuces  the  street.  Cable  roof.  Cement  block 
foundation.  Creek  Revival  returns.  Ell  at 
rear. 


Date/ Source : 

1873- 1890 

Architect  or  Bu i lder/Source : 
unknown 

C online n 1 6 / B i b  1  iographic  Re  fer  encee  : 

Harrison  6.  Warner,  Atlas  of  Col  uinl>  ia 
County,  Wisconsin,  1873;  C.M.  Foote 
tx  Co .  ,  PI  at  Book  o  1  Columb  ia  County  , 
Wisconsin,  1890.  The  building  was 
chosen  as  an  individually  significant 
example  of  a  vernacular  type. 

National  Register  Potential-  fx) 


Historic  Naroe/Source: 


Date/Source : 

probably  1850-1870  (no  source) 


Architect  or  Bui lder/Source : 
unknown 


Comment s/Bibl iographic  References  : 

The  building  was  chosen  as  an 
individually  significant  example  of 
a  vernacular  type. 


National  Register  Potential- Oil 


Historic  Name/Source: 

Date/Source : 

1918-1929 

Architect  ci  Builder/Source: 
unknown 

Comment s/Bibl iographic  References: 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company, 

Ltd. ,  1918,  1929. 

The  building  was  chosen  as  an  individ¬ 
ually  significant  example  of  a  vern¬ 
acular  type. 

HP-02-1 1 (A- 30-80) 

National  Register  Potential-^] 


{  I  l  v  .  ‘I  T.-Utl 

•  wn  lj 

Vi'1  a*«  LI  .. 

City  Portage 

M-P  he rerente  luJciick  A.  liacrter,  City  Kngnieer, 
'1,JT  n  i-il\  «>)  I’ort  pub.  by  City  of 
U>Gs  Q  Portage/ 19  78 
Other:  X 


Addi  ess/Location  ;  ...  I  Hiitoi  ic  Namt /Source  : 

oUl  Wisconsin  and  Superior  j 


i  <  j  }  •  *..mbcr 


Or  i  entat  ion 

N .  L. 


N*  p  Number 

- 1 

none  I 


Nf.  ‘  ,  ifetiun  g  ,  T  N>  ^9  L 

Name /Use  : 

dwelling;  a  1st)  the  Columbia  book 
Keeping  Servlet* 

^r^eTt;Vern~— —  TTxIerToTT 
•reek  Revival  ell  1 rame  and  Clapboard 

i*i  i*c  ial  h  aturrs  77  7  TT  7T 


JCIVllV 

;tyU"  "Vernacular"  Exl»riot: 

‘eek  Revival  ell  1 rame  an 


and  Clapboard 


■'('•oai  refliurea  :  ... 

1-S  Story  ell  shaped  house  with 
stone  loundation  and  gable  root.  Molding 
board.  Cornice  returns.  Watertable.  Corner 
boards.  Porch  added  later. 


but  u7Scmrce : 

1850-1870 

Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 

Continent s /Bi  bl  iographic  Re  f  ei  t nces  : 
Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 
County ,  Wisconsin.  1873.  The  building 
was  chosen  as  an  individually  signi¬ 
ficant  example  of  a  vernacular  type. 


National  Register  Potent lal - fvj 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Dat  e /Source : 
1910-1918 


Architect  or  Bui ider /Source : 
unknown 


bungaloi d 


Exterior : 

i i a  me  and  clapboard 


Special  Features:  1  story  rectangular  strut; tui 
whose  gable  faces  the  street.  Cable  roof. 
Cement  block  foundation.  Sleep  Queen  Anne 
cornice  returns.  Molding  board.  From  porch 
is  original. 


Ad<!  ress/l.oc.t  inn :  U5  Wauona  Trail  betwei!n 

Wisconsin  and  Thompson 


Coranent  s/Bibliographic  References: 
Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company, 
btd. ,  1918,  1929.  The  building 
was  chosen  as  an  individually  signi¬ 
ficant  example  of  a  vernacular  type. 


National  Register  Potential- Utl 


Historic  Name/Source: 


air.e/Uae  : 


NK  \»  Section 
dwe I  1 ing 


Date/Source : 
1873-1890 


Architect  or  Builder /Source : 
unknown 


"  ve  rn.i 

cu la rn ; 

.  Kcvivoi 

e  1  \ 

1  t  »  aim*  ai . 

special  Features.  \  *  ,  , 

Ail  CM  Mia 

main  sec l  ion  and  a  1  .si  or. 


aped  house  with  I  1/4 


Coi.i'.t-nt s /Bibl  iographic  References  : 
larrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Columbia 
county,  Wisconsin,  1873;  C.M.  Foote 
i  Co.  Plat  Book  of  Columbia  County, 


foundation.  Molding  ..ml  .  orner  hoards.  Coble 
orui  1  e  ui-  too  I'tio f . 


Concrete  b  loikr  *  ***  l'nsin*  l®90.  The  building  was  chosen 


is  an  individually  significant  example 
l>t  a  vernacular  type. 

HP-02*  11  <4-3u-80) 

National  Register  Potent ial-|73 


,1_i'  j,  r~j 

— - 

i 

11 

•  «  « anr 

U 

jjjtjr 

□ 

'tUliiili. 

M..p  h«-t 

•rt-i.i 

*  \  red* 

i  1  ,  k  A. 

DOT 

n 

fi  t  v 

»*t  Pv.lt  . 

Pi 

u 

Port 

,t;u.  19  /h 

- Other: 

X 

pub.  by  City  ol 


Ni.s  .bt'  r  I  Addi  t*s»/lucdt  ici:i 


lly  Pauiiuotte  iu-ar  Thom 


Nfc. 

Nati.e/Ute  : 


NW  Section 
due  i  1  i  ng 


.  T  1 2  N .  K  9  K 


Historic  Nome / Sou i c e : 

batT7Source : 

1850-  1873 

Architect  or  bu  i  ld«;  r/Source  : 
unknown 


comment  b /Bib 1 » ograph ic  References: 
later  siding  lllrrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Co  1  umb  1  a 
b  County ,  Wisconsin.  1873.  The  building 


|  s :  v  1  c  :  •»vcrnjcujar»;  Cxtetior: 

i  Greek  Revival  ell  frame  with  later  siding  - - •"-*  »  ttf  v-u  * wlHJ  1  a 

| _ _ _ _ (_ _ _  County.  Wisconsin.  1873.  The  building 

Sj.e-C  ro  1  feature.  KU  sllal>u  uith  a  ^  muin  sectiot  clu,st'n  as  a»  individually  signlfl- 
and  a  I  story  wing.  Brick  foundation.  Cornice  Canl  examPle  of  a  vernacular  type, 
returns.  bust  lake  porch  added  later. 


Orient  Jt  icV^ 

< 

■««  *  NumbeT"j""^^r*<,8/ *  ocet  ion .  12.*  Pauquette  and  Thompson 


National  Register  Potent lal  -  fx) 


Historic  Name/Source: 


I _  _ [  Nai 

*h;p  Sv.tr.l-cr  ii t  .  i e  :  ~ 

^  i  Greek  R 


Nb  t .  NW  k ,  Section  ^ 
X ame/Ube : 

dwel l ing 


TJ9N, 


;  '  'vernacwalar" : 

Greek  Revival  ell 


Exterior : 
t  rame 


j  Special  Feature. :  En  sllal>tll  (.^“wlth  a  1', 

1  story  main  ye*  tion  and  a  one  story  wing.  Brick 
i  foundation.  Cornice  returns.  A  bay  added  latei 


ur  tint  »r  i  an 


Ncv; .  Number 


j 

j  .  _  Nu;?p/Ub* 

IHl'-.'L'Jj 

Haj-  '.ri'iibei  Style:  ,, 

S',  1  1 


dwe I  1 1 ng 


vernacular  : 
I  house 


Exterior: 

Portage  cream  b r t  k 


Special  Feaiut’s:  , 

»  8l*»tv  rectangular  house 
whose  i-.tv«;b  lace  the  street.  Ell  to  the  rear. 
s«  ..nk  n  i.ti  arch  over  the  windows.  Watert.ible. 
i.tation  A  port  It  added  laLer. 


Date/Source . 

1850-1873 

Architect  or  Bui Yder/Source : 
unknown 

Conuiipnts/Bibliographic  References: 
Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 
County ,  Wisconsin,  1873.  The  building 
./as  chosen  as  an  Individually  signifi¬ 
cant  example  of  a  vernacular  type. 


National  Register  Potential 


Historic  Name/Source: 


Date/Source : 
1850-1873 


Architect  or  Builder/Source: 
unknown 


Comment s /Bibl iographic  Reference®: 
Harrison  and  Warner,  Atlas  of  Columbia 
County,  Wisconsin,  1873.  The  building 
was  chosen  as  an  individually  signifi¬ 
cant  example  of  a  vernacular  type. 


HP- 02- 11 (4-30-80) 

National  Register  Potential-^ 


i  ' . 11 

! 

( 

i  .. . 

i  .i.mn  .-i  l.v 

U 

Vl'  lese  [") 

City  JQ  I'.'l  1 

M.‘P  l,..f.reme  I'rr.I.  iKk  A.  n.uil.l, 
J'*  S  iv  ol  hurt  . .  t*  put*. 

l^"S  H  IVi  t  197:.^ 

i>t  :it*j  •  x 

Ml.  l-.ii/  nu  t*!  , 
b  v  City  ,  1 1 

1.7  1/8  1 

Sui  ve voj  ■ 

L > y  c  t*  Mi -Kay 

Nog  Nu.-S-t 
- - - 

ilOlii.* 

AJdl  t  ss  /  «t  l on  : 

northwi-M  side  k ■  1  MulluLt  nc*ar 
Townsend  (the  second  house  south). 

HlStoi  K  Nanir* /Sum  ce  . 

Dot  e/Sourct : 

NW  l,  Section  8  ,  T  12  N,  H  ^ 

i860-  1873 

.  Q 

Nacne/l'ge :  .  ... 

awe  11 1 ng 

Architect  or  Bo i lder/Source : 
unknown 

1  Si  vie  :  i. 

1  '  vem 

ocular" : 

Interior : 

Continent s/Bibl  iographic  References  : 

212 

|  two  story  c 

1 1 

f  rente  and  clapboard 

Harrison  and  Warner,  At  las  of  Columbia 
County,  W is_eons in ,  1873.  This  building 
was  chosen  as  an  individually  slgnifl- 
cant  vernacular  house  type. 

•Vient  fit  ior 

Special  K. .Hurt  i  ....  ,  . 

t-H  shape*!  house  with  a  two 
story  main  section  and  a  one  story  wing.  Kubb It 
stone  foundation*  Molding  and  corner  boards. 

_ 

National  Register  Potent  la  1  -  lx] 

>  Number 

Address/Location: 

Historic  Name/Source: 

Wisconsin 

Date/Source : 

NW  t ,  NW 

t.  Section 

H  .  1  17  N. 

1901-1910 

"Color  ""  3 

Name /Use . 

dwelling 

Architect  or  Bui lder/Source : 
unknown 

_ 

Map  Nonl  or 

Si  le  M.,  ,  „  , 

vernacular  :  1 

Exterior : 

Comment s/Bibl iographic  References : 

60 

Nt  >ry  square  ruttage 

frame 

Sanborn  Map  and  Publishing  Company, 

Ltd.,  1901,  1910.  This  building  was 
chosen  as  an  individually  significant 
vernacular  house  type. 

Special  Features:  ,, 

|aJ  story  squarish  shaped 
house  with  a  hipped  root.  Cable  in  the  roof. 

Orients:  .  .>:< 

National  Register  Potent i a  I - «l} 

Neg  Number 

Address /hoc at  ion : 

Historic  Name/Source: 

| 

I 

Date/Source : 

1 

1 

i  ( 

Section _ .  T  _N,  K  _  _  j 

_ 1 

Li±r~  H 

Name /Use  : 

Architect  or  Builder/Source: 

Map  Nurr.be i 

Style 

Exter ior : 

Comments /Bibl iographic  References : 

Special  Features: 

;  c-nt  dt  ion 

I 


HP-02-1 1 (4-30-80) 

National  Register  Potenti.l-Q 


SURVEY  BOUNDARIES  AND  SITE  LOCATIONS 


